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gives  Bank  independence  to  set  interest  rates  Howard  pact 

The  bold  Chancellor 
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LanyESott 
and  Michael  White 


[HE  Chancellor, 
* Gordon’  Brown, 
set  the  seal  on  a 
frenetic  first 
100  hours  of  ac- 
tivity by  the 
Blair  govern- 
ment whan  he  stunned  the 
City  and  Westminster  yester- 
day by  handing  control  of  in- 
terest rates  to  an  independent 
Btedc  of  England. 

, He  announced  at  his  first 
Treasury  news  conference 
teat  he  would  increase  inter- 
est rates  by  0.25  per  r*»nt 
today  but  that  would  be  the 
^ time  be  would  have  day- 
r control  over  borrowing 


e Chancellor  said  the 
, , — — which  will  cost  the  av- 

r leafage  mortgage  payer  around 
- £16  a month  — and  his  shake- 
up  of  monetary  policy  were 
•designed  to  defeat  inflation 
-./and  lay  the  foundations  for 
Jpng-term  stability  and 
;^grgwtt. 

» ft  j,k  l_Prom  next  month,  the  Gov- 
ernment's attempt  to  take  the 
politics  out  of  Interest-rate  de- 
tdsions  would  mean  the  Bank 
I-JlUlMd  have  “operational  con- 
oF  monetary  policy. 
Brown  said  last  night 
objectives  of  policy 
I "high  and  stable  1 
employment  and  grd' 

3 T-fb®  bame  as  they  had  been  in 
-^4be.l9«0s  when  the  Bank  was 
■■  - hattonallsed,  but  added:  "It  Is 
right  in  the  1990s  to  deal  with 
them  In  modern  ways." 

Attention  will  now  be  fo- 
cussed on  the  planned  July 
Budget,  in  which  Mr  Brown  is 
expected  to  raise  taxes  in  a 
bid  to  diminish  the  need  for 
the  newly-independent  Bank 
to  raise  rates  aggressively 
over  the  coming  months. 

Asked  about  his  plans  for 
fiscal  policy,  the  Chancellor 
said  he  had  no  need  to  raise 
taxes  to  fulfil  Labour’s  public 
spending  commitments,  but 
added  that  he  would  “take 
action  against  inflation  at 
every  point  where  it  is 
necessary". 

The  Chancellor  has  been 
advised  that  inflation,  if  left 
unchecked,  will  be  closer  to  4 
per  cent  than  3 per  cent  by 
the  end  of  next  year,  well 
above  the  Government’s  25 
percent  inflation  target  How- 
ever, he  is  concerned  that 
over*  reliance  on  interest 
rates  to  check  inflation  would 
push  up  the  value  of  the 
pound  and  harm  exports. 

Mr  Brown’s  decision  to 
grant  the  Bank  operational 
independence  was  taken  on 
the  eve  of  polling  day,  talked 
over  with  senior  Treasury 
mandarins  on  Friday,  agreed 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  Dep- 
uty Prime  Minister  John 
Prescott  and  Foreign  Secre- 
tary Robin  Cook  on  Sunday 
evening,  and  transmitted  to 


mur* 


the  Bank  on  Monday  morning. 

Eddie  George,  the  Bank’s 
governor,  described  the  deci- 
sion to  put  him  at  the  apex  of 
a nine-strong  monetary  policy 
committee  as  “a  very  bold 
step"  which  had  left  him  both 
surprised  and  pleased  that  Mr 
Brown  had  “moved  as  deci- 
sively as  he  has".  Mr  George 
insisted  yesterday  that  there 
was  no  conflict  between  low 

inflation  and  growth. 

Explaining  the  move,  the 
Chancellor  said:  “This  is  the 
time  to  take  the*  tough  deci- 
sions we  need  for  thp  long- 
term interests  and  prosperity 
of  the  .country.  I will  not 
shrink  from  the  tough  deci- 
sions needed  to  deliver  stabil- 
ity for  long-term  growth.”  . 

The  .ceding  of  operational 
contral  to  the  Bank  — which 
can  only  he  rescinded  in 
times  of  national  crisis — was 
hailed  by  Tony  as  “the 
biggest  decision  in  economic 


policy  making  since  the  war". 
Downing  Street  called  it  “a 
big,  decisive  act  ctf  leader- 
ship", proof  that  New  "Labour 
would  govern  as  it  promised. 

Sterling,  shares  and  Gov- 
ernment gilts  soared  in  the 

Wake  Of.  a nnminrttnumt 

which  was  also  praised  by  the 
Treasury's  panel  of  “wise 
people",  industrialists  and  a 
previous  chancellor,  Norman 
Lament  , 

•“  "However.  Mr  Brown’s  ore- , 

’aS^^elfi-ClafteT 

wa|  sharply  critical;  “What 
you  are  going  to  undoubt- 

edly, is  tighter  monetary  pol- 
icy than  you  might  otherwise 
hate  got  from  a perfectly  res- 
ponsible chancellor  of  tee  ex- 
chequer who  is  prepared  to 
take  the  broadest  possible 
view  of  what  is  in  the  inter- 
ests of  British  industry  and 
jconmaerce  and  the  people  who 
work  in  it,"  he  said. 

But  the  Chancellor  stressed 
that  everything  he  had 
learned  about  the  economy 
since  arriving  in  office  on  Fri- 
day emphasised  the  need  to 
make  interest  rate  policy 
"free  of  political  manipula- 
tion". 

Legislation  will  he  required 
in  the  first  Labour  Queen’s 
Speech  — to  he  unveiled  next 
Wednesday  — to  change  the 
Bank’s  status.  The  four  inde- 
pendent members  of  the  new 
monetary  policy  committee 
will  also  have  to  be 
appointed.  ^ i 

He  repeatedly  stressed  at 
his  press  conference  that  it 
was  “a  British  decision, 
taken  for  British  reasons'' to 
create  a stable  climate  for 
long-term  economic  growth 
— and  not  to  prepare  for 
possible  entry  into  a single 
European  currency". 


Dr—roeowtriw,  PH*  * 
L—def  ownmwit,  8f  Larry 
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Gordon  Brown  at  tee  Treasury  press  conference,  where  he  announced  the  Bank’s  new  power  photograph:  martin  goowin 


The  governor,  his  deputy  and  the  man  most  likely  to  succeed 


EDDIE  GEORGE:  governor  of 
the  Bank  qf  England 

Respected  by  the  financial 

markets  for  his  cool  head, 

chain-smoking  Mr  George 

has  earned  the  nicknwne 
“steady  Eddie"  and  will  he 
difficult  to  dislodge. 

Though  frequently  worsted 
by  former  chancellor  Ken- 
neth  Clarice  overinterest 
rate  lodgments,  his  anti-in* 
flattWDUMy  credential  are 
impeccable.  Gordon  Brown 
was  at  plains  yesterday  to 
stress  that  the  governor  will 

work  bfcfuU  term  to  the 
endofJfhnel998. 

Mr  George,  aged  WL 
wants  to  keep  his  bands  on 
the  new  power  to  set  Inter- 
est rates  in  another  five- 

GSSSSSSSSS^ 


in  the  City.  Given  his  good 

standing,  Mr  Brown  might 

decide  to  give  the  markets 
the  devil  they  know.  One 
possible  snag  is  the  gover- 
nor’s  scepticism  over  Euro- 
pean monetary  union-' 


HOWARD  DAVJESLBank  qf 
England  deputy  governor 

The  former  head  of  the  Con- 
federation ofBritish  Indus- . 
try  makes  little  secretoThis 
ambition  for  the  top  job  in 
Threadneedle  Street.  BOs 
quasi-industrial  back- 
ground and  enthusiasm  for 
EMU  should  suit.  Unfortu- 
nately. his  relations  with 
Gordon  Brown’s  office  are 
cool — perhaps  because  he 
is  seen  by  some  as  a dose 
Blair  supporter.  The  mar- 
kets might  view  his  political 

hobnobbing  as  suspect  and 
his  glossy  presentation  as  . 
lightweight- Dealers  prefer 
their  central  bankers  dour. 

The  Chancellor’s  Plans  to 
create  a second  deputy  go-  ■ 
venter  bode  lH  for  Mr 
Davies.  One  deputy  win  get 


the  relatively  glamorous  . 
job  of  numitorfng  monetary 
policy,  the  other  will  be  res- 
ponsible for  the  worthy  but 

dull  job  of  banking  supervi- 
sion. MrjBavies  might  leave 
if  ofleredthe  latter. 


GAVYN  DAVIES:  possible  new 
deputy  gav&nar  or  future  gou- 
-emorqfthe  Bank  of  England 

Hie  chief  economist  of  City 
broker  Goldman  Sachs  Is 
politically  well-connected. 
After  a glittering  academic 
career,  be  worked  In  the 
Number  10  policy  unit  for 
the  last  Labour  govern- 
ment. Is  on  first  name  terms 
with  the  new  front  bench 
and  gave  Nell  Kinnock  sanc- 
tuary at  his  country  home 
after  the  1992  defeat.  His 
wife  Sue  Nye  works  in  Gor- 
don Brown’s  office. 

He  travels  light  Ideologi- 
cally, preferring  the  foren- 
sic sKQis  of  economic  mod- 

elHng  to  sweeping  solutions 

to  economic  problems.  He 

knows  failure.  In  1994  be  . 

told  file  world  interest  rates 


had  been  held — a few  hours 
later  thev  rose. 

Mr  Davies  would  have  to 
take  a pay  cot  to  return  to 
public  service.  He  recently 

spent  *3  million  on  a difftop 
home  in  North  Devon. 


ends  in  farce 


Ewan  MacAsfclll,  Chief 
PoUffcal  Correspondent 


Michael  Howard. 
one  of  the  declared 
contenders  for  the 
Tory  leadership, 
drew  blood  from  rival  Wil- 
liam Hague  yesterday  after  a 
pact  between  the  two  col- 
lapsed in  force  and  bitterness. 

The  pair  stitched  up  a deal 
over  champagne  on  Monday 
night  at  Mr  Howard’s  London 
flat  In  what  they  regarded  as 
a “dream  ticket”,  they  agreed 
that  Mr  Howard  would  stand 
for  the  leadership  and  Mr 
Hague  as  his  deputy,  with 
party  chairman  thrown  in. 

But  nine  hours  later,  after 
sleeping  on  it.  Mr  Hague 
phoned  him  to  pull  out  Mr 
Howard's  team  immediately 
leaked  the  news,  leaving  Mr 
Hague  looking  indecisive. 

News  of  the  wrecked  deal 
emerged  as  the  leadership 
contest  gathered  pace,  with 
Mr  Howard  and  John  Red- 
wood. who  challenged  John 
Major  two  years  ago,  both  for- 
mally declaring.  Mr  Hague,  in 
spite  of  his  setback,  wiQ  de- 
dare  this  morning.  They  join 
ex-chancellor  Kenneth  Clarke 
and  former  social  services 
secretary  Peter  Lifley. 

Mr  Redwood’s  camp  said 
both  Mr  Howard  and  Mr 
Hague  had  been  damaged  by 
the  pact  and  portrayed  teem 
as  “tee  dithering  dno”. 

Mr  Howard  confirmed  de- 
tails of  the  deal  at  a press  con- 
ference yesterday.  "An  agree- 
ment was  reached  with  Mr 
Hague..  He  had  second 
thoughts.  He  was  certainly 
perfectly  entitled  to  have 
second  thoughts,’’  he  said. 

Tns?Rting  that  he  would  not 
bold  it  against  Mr  Hague  and 
would  invite  him  to  join  his 
shadow  cabinet,  if  elected,  he 
said:  “I  have  the  highest  opin- 
ion afMr  Hague.” 

The  initial  invitation  came 
from  Mr  Howard,  who  had 
phoned  Mr  Hague  over  the 
weekend.  The  two  met  cm 


Monday  evening  at  Mr  How- 
ard’s flat  in  South  Eaton 
Square,  Belgravia,  amid  card- 
hoard  boxes:  Mr  Howard  was 
moving  out  to  make  way  for 
Mo  Mowlam,  tee  new  North- 
ern Ireland  Secretary. 

The  plan  was  that  Mr  How- 
ard would  unveil  Mr  Hague 
as  .his  partner  at  yesterday's 
press  conference.  But  Wends 
of  Mr  Hague  said  he  arrived 
home  to  find  telephone  mes- 
sages from  constituency  offi- 
cials “begging  him  to  stand" 
and  decided  that  "if  he  was 
good  enough  for  tee  deputy 
position,  he  was  good  enough 
to  stand”. 

He  phoned  Mr  Howard, 
whose  camp  leaked  it  to  the 
press,  getting  in  an  early 
strike  so  they  could  present  it 
as  Mr  Hague  reneging  on  the 
deal  rather  than  Mr  Hague 
spurning  the  offer. 

The  various  camps  began  to 
show  signs  of  firming  up  last 
night  One  estimate  broke 
down  the  165  Tory  MPs 
roughly  into  40  left,  40  centre 
and  80  right  That  would 
allow  Mr  Clarke  at  least  to  get 
beyond  the  first  ballot  but  the 
right  insist  he  would  struggle 
to  expand  his  support  by 
enough  to  win  in  the  end. 


Tories  bi  turmoil,  page  4 


Prague  Writers’ 
Festival  1997 


Texts  for  Nothing  - Texty  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers’  Festival  presents  a 
selection  of  fine  authors  from  the  Czech  Republic 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 
Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 
24  to  28  June. 

Ttoeeday  24  June 


E.L.  Doctorow 

USA 

Martin  VtopSnka 

Czech  Republic 

Nuala  Nf  Dhomhaill 

Ireland 

Viola  Fteeherovd 

Czech  Republic 

Wednesday  25  June 

Andrd  du  Bouchet 

France 

Roland  Jooris 

Belgium 

Vladimir  Kfivdnek 

Czech  Republ  ic 

Giuseppe  Conte 

Italy 

Thursday  26  June 

Janice  Galloway 

Great  Britain 

Zinovy  Zinlk 

Russia 

Jana  Stroblovd 

Czech  Republic 

Raoul  Schrott 

Austria 

Friday  27  June 

Aharon  Appetfeld 

Israel 

Igor  Pomerantsev 

Russia 

Bena  Stefoi 

Romania 

Dimitris  No  Has 

Greece 

Satwtay  28  June 

Julian  Barnes 

Great  Britain 

Hanna  Krall 

Poland 

Michael  March 

USA 

Actinia  Franco  Alexandre 

Portugal 

■The  Prague  Writers’  Festival  Is  dedicated  to  ' 
Samuel  Beckett 

For  further  details,'  please  contact  the  Festival 
Director,  Michael  March,  Revolufinf  28, 110  00 
Prague  1.  Mobile:  + 420  602  371  478 
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2 BLAIR’S  FIRST  DAYS 


The  Guardian  \Yi-i!ru-?aay  \t-*V  ■ 1 ' • 


Derek  and  his  wife  Anne  are 
absolutely  crestfallen  by  their 
treatment.  Tony  Blair  has  been 
totally  ruthless. 

Friend  of  Derek  Foster 


Mr  Blair  has  invested  much  of  his 
available  talent  to  greasing  the 
machinery  of  government  in  ways 
that  will  try  to  keep  Whitehall 
departments  'on  message’ 


Minister  quits  over  Jobs  ‘stitch-up’ 


PM  ‘reneged  on 
Cabinet  promise’ 


David  Henckeand 
Rebecca  Smtthers 


THE  appointment  of 
Peter  Mandeison  as 
a senior  Cabinet 
Office  minister 
prompted  the  first 
resignation  yesterday  from 
Tony  Blair’s  government 


Derek  Foster,  who  accepted 
the  post  oT  public  service  min- 
ister at  the  weekend,  decided 
yesterday  to  relinquish  it  in 
the  belief  that  he  bad  been 
“stitched  up”. 

Mr  Foster,  a former  chief 
whip  who  said  he  had  been 
promised  a Cabinet  job  by  Mr 
Blair,  had  been  expecting  to 
be  appointed  as  Chancellor  of 


the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  He 
quit,  the  more  Junior  post  he 
had  been  given  instead  when 
he  heard  about  Mr  Mandel- 
son's  appointment  as  minis- 
ter without  portfolio  in  the 
Cabinet  Office. 

Ftiends  of  Mr  Foster  said 
yesterday  that  it  meant  he 
was  effectively  demoted  to  no 
3 in  the  Cabinet  Office,  and 
was  “the  last  straw”.  He  may 
instead  become  one  of  the 
four  deputy  speakers  who  wiQ 
work  alongside  the  Commons 
Speaker.  Betty  Boothroyd. 

Mr  Foster  believes  the 
Prime  Minister  reneged  twice 
on  a promise  to  offer  him  a 
Cabinet  post,  which  he  says 


was  first  made  after  he 
resigned  as  chief  whip  to  mafep ' 
way  for  Donald  Dewar,  who  is 
now  Scottish  Secretary,  and 
was  renewed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  electimi  campaign. 

Mr  Blair  gave  the  the  top  job 
al  the  Cabinet  Office  to  Mr  Fos- 
ter's dose  ally,  David  Clark, 
who  had  been  shadow  defence  ; 
secretary.  According  to 
sources.  Mr  Blair  said  he  had  , 
been,  forced  to  move  Mr  Clark 
from  defence  .because  George  , 
Robertson  demanded  another  I 
Cabinet  post  if  he  was  to  relin- 
quish  the  high-profile  job  of 
Scottish  Secretary . 

Mr  Foster  then  accepted  the  ! 
number  two  Job,  not  knowing  | 


that  Mr  Mandeison  was  also 
to  be  made  a senior  minister 
at  the  Cabinet  Office,  an  ap- 
pointment announced  the  1 
following  day.  There  is  no 
love  lost  between  Mr  Mandei- 
son, architect  of  much  of  the 
Labour  Party's  modernisa- 
tion, and  Mr  Foster,  a 59-year- 
old  Salvation  Army  man  and  : 
trade  union  moderate. 

A statement  foam  Mr  Fos- 
ter, issued  by  Downing  Street, 
said:  “On  reflection,  after  Sat- 
urday's appointment,  1 felt  I 
had  more  to  offer  in  other 
ways.  In  due  course  I will 
make  an  announcement.  I am 
perfectly  happy  with  the  out- 1 
come.”  A friend  yesterday 


said:  “Derek  and  his  wife 
Anne  are  absolutely  crest- 
fallen by  their  treatment. 
Tony  Blair  has  been  totally 
ruthless.  It  seems  his  prom- 
ises count  for  nothing.” 
Further  appointments  to  the 
government  whips’  office  were 
made  yesterday.  Janet  Ander- 
son. former  spokeswoman  for 
women’s  affairs,  was  con- 
firmed as  a senior  whip,  joined 
by  George  Mudle,  Tommy 
McAvoy,  Robert  Ainsworth, 
Graham  Allen,  James  Dowd, 
John  McFaSL  and  Jan  Owen 
Jones.  Clive  Bette,  David  Cfel- 
land.  Kevin  Hughes,  David  Ja- 
mieson, Jane  Kennedy.  Greg 
Pope  and  Bridget  Prentice  are 


junior  whips.  Social  Security 
Secretary  Harriet  Harman  is 
to  take  responsibility  for 
women’s  affidrs,  representing 
a scaling  down  of  Labour  plans 
which  once  envisaged  a Minis- 
try for  Women. 

The  appointment  of  two  top 
Sootdsh  law  officers  was  also 
announced.  Andrew  Hardie 
QC  was  named  as  Lord  Advo- 
cate— also  becoming  a pea* — 
and  Colin  Boyd  QC  the  SdicJr 
tor  General  for  Scotland. 

Lord  Dubs,  the  former 
Labour  MP  and  civil  rights 
campaigner  was  named  as 
junior  Northern  Ireland  minis- 
ter, and  Mark  Fisher  as  junior 
national  heritage  minister- 


& t 


Blair’s  New  Model  Army  offered  deal  to  toe  the  line 


Key  team  to  police  department 
decisions  and  information  flow 


Michael  White  and 
Richard  Norton-Tayfor 


Tony  blair  win  today 
offer  his  New  Model 
Army  of  backbench 
MPs  at  Westminster 
unprecedented  consultation 
with  ministers  in  return  for 
maintaining  the  kind  of  disci- 
pline in  Labour’s  ranks  that 
swept  the  party  to  a 179-seat 
Commons  majority  last  week. 

He  will  remind  them  that 
they  are  MPS  precisely  be- 
cause that  discipline  pre- 
vailed. "He  wants  the  parlia- 
mentary party  to  be  a source 
of  support,  not  of  opposition," 
a senior  adviser  said. 

Downing  Street  yesterday 
sought  to  play  down  reports 
that  Mr  Blair  plans  to  estab- 
lish a “command  premier- 
ship” at  the  heart  of  govern- 
ment. controlling  policy- 
making and  strategy  across 
Whitehall  departments  at  the 
expense  of  his  cabinet  team. 
But  it  is  clear  that  a clutch 


of  trusted  aides  and  allies  — 
from  Lord  Irvine,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  through  Peter 
Mandeison.  co-ordinating  pol- 
icy development,  to  political 
officials  such  as  Alastair 
Campbell  and  Jonathan  Pow- 
ell — wifi  police  vital  choke- 
points  in  the  flow  of  informa- 
tion and  decision-maldng. 

That  will  translate  Into  a 
tighter  grip  for  Mr  Campbell, 
Mr  Blair’s  press  secretary,  on 
speeches,  media  interviews 
and  even  lunches  involving 
ministers  — though  such  con- 
trols are  already  long  in 
place,  relics  of  Bernard  Ing- 
ham’s co-ordinating  work  for 
Margaret  Thatcher. 

Behind  the  latest  centralis- 
ing push,  which  Mr  Blair 
hopes  to  offset  by  allowing 
committees  of  MPs  closer  ac- 
cess to  ministers  and  their 
thinking,  is  the  shadow  of 
Labour’s  past.  The  new  Prime 
Minister,  his  ministers  and 
even  the  youngest  MPa 
elected  on  Thursday  know 
their  party’s  history  well 


They  are  all  too  aware  that 
previous  governments  came 
to  grief  when  indiscipline  and 
factional  groups  among  MPs 
and  grassroots  activists  com- 
bined with  growing  ministe- 
rial aloofoess  in  the  1940s, 
and  again  in  the  60s  and  70s 
when  first  Clement  Attlee, 
then  Harold  Wilson  and 
James  Callaghan  feced  left- 
wing  revolts  and  rightwing 
plotting. 

With  such  unhappy  prece- 
dents In  mind  Mr  Blair  has 
invested  much  of  his  avail- 
able talent,  including  some  of 
his  closest  political  and  per- 
sonal friends,  to  greasing  foe 
machinery  of  government  in 
ways  that  wifi  at  least  try  to 
keep  Whitehall  departments 
“on  message"  with  coordin- 
ated strategy  and 
presentation. 

Mr  Powell,  a former  diplo- 
mat now  installed  as  a politi- 
cal adviser,  is  earmarked  to 
succeed  Alex  Allan,  John  Ma- 
jor’s principal  private  secre- 
tary, when  Mr  Allan  returns 
to  the  Treasury.  That  blurs  a 
line  between  civfi  service  jobs 
and  political  appointees  es- 
tablished in  1928  and  may 
raise  a few  eyebrows. 


In  reality  the  line  has  al- 1 
ways  been  blurred  at  sensi- 
tive points,  Including  the  i 
daily  8am  committee  which 
Mr  Mandeison,  minister  of  | 
state  in  the  Cabinet  Office, 
will  inherit  from  Michael  He- 1 
seltine.  Political  appointees 
from  the  staff  of  John  Prescott  i 
and  Gordon  Brown.  Mr 
CgmphgR  and  foe  chief  whip,  i 
Nick  Brown,  will  mingle  with 
private  office  civil  servants  to 
organise  the  day’s  grind. 

Access  to  foe  PM  is  always  , 
the  key  to  power  in  Whitehall  I 
and  Mr  Mandeison,  though 
outside  cabinet  status,  is 
guaranteed  that  with  a small 
but  handy  office,  discreetly 
tucked  away  in  the  Cabinet 
Office  linked  to  No  10. 

So  is  the  formidable  Lord 
Irvine,  who  is  expected  to 
chair  more  cabinet  commit- 
tees  than  most  holders  of  his 
1 office.  Anji  Hunter,  Mr  Blair’s 
oldest  friend  in  politics,  will 
ran  foe  political  office,  pro- 
viding personal  support:  get- 
ting Mr  Blair  in  the  right 
place  In  the  right  suit  on 
time.  Party  official  Sally  Mor- 
gan, aged  37.  will  be  his  link 
to  the  party,  working  closely 
with  the  chief  whip. 


Quiet  Ms  Fixit  with  good  track  record 


PROFILE: 

Sally  Morgan 


Michael  White 


SOME  people  in  politics 
attract  flak  effort- 
lessly. Some  discreetly 
rise  without  provoking  hos- 
tility. let  alone  publicity. 
Sally  Morgan,  who  Is  to  be 
Tony  Blair’s  political  secre- 
tary at  No  10,  easily  Calls 
Into  the  second  category. 

“A  very  good  thing,  Sally 
Morgan,”  trilled  one 
Labour  veteran.  ”Ex- 
tremely  efficient  and  very 
pleasant  to  boot.”  Peter 1 
Mandeison  or  Tom  Sawyer, 
Labour’s  general  secretary,  I 
would  probably  have  been 
almost  as  fulsome. 

At  37  she  is  one  of  New 


Beware  of  too 
flippant  TV 
appearances. 
You  may  think 
you’re  Charles 
Kennedy;  your 
colleagues  will 
think  you  are 
Jerry  Hayes 


Sally  Morgan  . . . ‘efficient 
and  very  pleasant* 

Labour’s  whizzltids,  cred- 
ited with  all  sorts  of  powers 
as  Ms  Fixit  in  the  backroom 
of  the  party.  And  she  knows 
her  way  around  the  no- 
longer-smoke-filled  rooms 
of  trade  unions  which  still 


DmMMcKh 

and  Rebecca  Smtthers 

TO  ALL  those  fresh-faced 
I incoming  Labour  MPs.  a 
few  words  of  advice: 

□ Don’t  be  first  in  the  queue 
to  make  your  maiden  speech. 
Someone  has  to  be,  but  who- 
ever it  is  will  be  tagged  as  too 
pushy.  On  foe  other  hand,  if 
you’ve  not  spoken  by  Christ- 
mas, they’ll  say  you're  not 
pushy  enough. 

□ As  anew  Labour  MP  you'll 
soon  be  pursued  by  lobbyists, 
who  may  have  read  that  you 


wield,  votes  and  influence 
at  Labour  conferences. 

Ms  Morgan,  married  with 
children,  cut  her  political 
teeth  on  the  thankless  task 
of  Labour  Students  orga- 
niser. Then,  she  was  on  the 
left,  but  the  modernising 
and  realistic  left,  much  like 
Labour’s  general  secretary, 
Tom  Sawyer. 

She  worked  at  party 
headquarters  for  10  years 
before  joining  Mr  Blair's 
staff  and  becoming  respon- 
sible for  links  with  the 
national  party. 

In  the  1992  campaign  she 
was  responsible  for  mar- 
ginal seats  where  successes 
helped  keep  down  the  Tory 
majority.  After  that  she 
like  others,  learned  hard 
lessons,  reorganised 
Labour's  advertising  strat- 
egy and  started  briefing  the 
National  Executive  and 
shadow  cabinet  on  the 


once  shared  a cab  with  Frank 
Dobson.  Say  no  to  everything, 
especially  lunch.  Remember 
the  other  side  made  its  name 
as  foe  party  of  sleaze. 

□ That  also  applies  to  the 
blonde  who  smiled  at  you  in 
the  central  lobby  this  morn- 
ing. She’s  a lobbyist  too.  The 
above  rules  apply  to  her  as 
well:  no  to  everything,  espe- 
cially dinner.  Sorry. 

□ Make  strict  rules  about 
what  you  drink.  In  the  pres- 
ence oFPeter  Mandeison.  ap- 
pear teetotal  With  a Ken 
Clarke-style  politician,  never 


often  painful  findings  of 
focus  group  research. 

She  became  John  Smith’s 
campaigns  director,  then 
moved  In  mid-1995  to  what 1 
was  then -Mr  Blair’s  office 
to  liaise  with  the  NEC  and 
I the  unions. 

The  new  leader  wanted  to 
I put  distance  between 
Labour  and  the  unions,  but 
i It  would  be  friendly  dis- 
tance. Ms  Morgan  had  the 
reputation  of  someone 
whose  fix-it  skills  bad  not 
lost  a vote  at  party 
conferences. 

Her  last  task  before  the 
election  was  a characteris- 
tically delicate  one:  she 
helped  persuade  older  MPs 
to  step  aside  for  young 
thrusters,  sometimes  in 
return  for  the  hint  of  a 
peerage.  She  could  have 
ended  up  an  MP  herself.  In- 
stead she  is  on  Downing 
Street’s  inside  track. 


say  no  to  foe  first  two  pints.  If 
you  must  abstain  then,  cite 
some  medical  reason  which 
makes  people  fed.  you’ve  had  a 
raw  deal  from  life. 

□ Find  yourself  a role.  There 
is  no  job  description  for  MPs 
and  precious  little  ad  vice. 
Some  suggestions:  Sleaze 
Buster,  Thorn  in  the  Party's 
Flesh,  Select  Committee  Loy- 
alist. Extreme  Wing  Irritant, 
Ministerial  In-flight  Fueller 
(also  known  as  Parliamentary 
Private  Secretary). 

□ Develop  friendships  with  a 
few  MPs  who  can  be  trusted. 


Ill 


. ...  ■ v .yyy' 


*•.. 

rt.  • 


PWr  ManiMtenn 
Atssafr  CampMI 
Lord  (rvtno 
An?  Hunter 
CMteFtfcantr. 


stab- Campbell  i 
Ttm  AHen  Jfe 


, Appointment* 

’ not  yet  mad*  . 


soli 


mm* 


• • ..SRI 


Safly  Morgan 
AngHimter 


(QMafitd)  . 


Robin  Sutter 
(Cabinet  secretary) 
John  Prescott 
{Deputy  PM) 
Pater  Mandeison 

(IMEterwnhOU 


Whitehall  departments 

{MMsten  and  •psctat  odvisara) 


■"  S sV ■ 

■*  ■ 


i&e-  V .7 


W ■'  i'4' 
y . *■« 


m 


The  waters  of  the  parliamen- 
tary world  are  infested  with 
foe  sharks  of  competitiveness, 
malice  and  envy. 

□ If  you  are  one  of  the  intake 
of  new  women,  make  it  aprior- 
ity to  check  the  location  of  the 
ladies’  loos.  They  are  few  and 
far apart 

□ Grab  your  chances  to  ap- 
pear on  serious  television,  but 
beware  of  too  many  flippant 
occasions  such  as  Have  I Got 
News  For  You.  You  may  think 
you  are  Charles  Kennedy, 
your  colleagues  will  think  you 
are  Jerry  Hayes. 


□ Try  to  persuade  the  editor 

to  give  youa  column  in  your 
local  rag  (but  don’t  use  foe  1 

term  “local  rag").  There  is  no 
real  substitute  for  assiduous 
work  for  foe  good  of  constitu- 
ents, but  a column  which  mod- , 
estly  boasts  week  after  week  of < 
yonr  assiduous  work  for  con-  , 
stdtuents  falls  not  Car  short 

□ Wear  a white  suit  from  ! 

time  to  time,  but  don't  make  a 
practice  of  it  The  House  1 

doesn't  like  displays  of  supe- 
rior virtue. 

□ Janacek  once  said  to  a 

pupil  who  copied  bis  style  too 


closely:  “What  you  have  to 
learn  la  that  there  is  only  one 
Janacek.  and  it’s  me."  There 
is  only  one  Dennis  Skinner; 

only  one  Tony  Banks;  and 

only  one  Alan  Clark. 

□ And  finally,  remember  the 
tabloid  press  is  constantly  on 
the  watch.  If  foe  blonde  in  foe 
cm  oral  lobby  isn’t  a lobbyist 
she  was  probably  sent  by  a 
tabloids:  Repeat  every  day  be- 
fore breakfast  “David  Mellor, 
TknYeo,  Hartley  BootlvRod 
Richards . - On  foe  other 
hand,  you  may  be  Alan  Clark 
or  Steve  Norris.  If  so,  foe  best 
afluck. 


Derek  Foster  . . . angry  at 
Mandeison  appointment 


Hong 

Kong 

crisis 

looms 


Andrew  Mggina 
In  Hong  Kong 


WARNING  that  Brit- 
ain’s exit  from  Hong 
Kong  in  ss  days  con- 
fronts the  new  Labour  govern- 
ment with  its  first  potential 
foreign  crisis,  foe  leader  of  the 
colony's  largest  political  party 
issued  an  urgent  appeal  yes- 
terday to  Tony  Blair  urging 
him  not  to  “bow  to  economic 
blackmail”  from  Beijing. 

“Should  fotogw  continue  to 
go  awry  in  Hong  Kong,  the 
world  community  wifi  look  to 
Britain  — and  to  Mr  Blair  — 
for  leadership  in  defending 
Hong  Kong’s  free  society  and 
people,"  says  Martin  Lee, 
.head  qf  the  Democratic  Party, 
in  ah  appeal  published  in 
today’s  Guardian.  “If  things 
go  badly  wrong  for  Hong 
Kong,  foe  eyes  of  the  world 
will  soon  be  on  Mr  Blair." 

Mr  Lee’s  party  dominates 
the  Legislative  Connell, 
elected  la  1995  under  reforms 
Introduced  by  foe  governor, 
Chris  Patten,  and  to  he 
replaced  on  July  l by  a “pro- 
visional” body  handpicked  by 
Beijing,  which  sees  perfidy  in 
Britain’s  eleventh-hour  dash 
for  democracy  after  a century 
and  a half  without  elections, 
"Now  that  Labour  Party 
champagne  glassCB  have  been 
emptied.  Prime  Minister 
Tony  Blair  and  Foreign  Secre- 
tary Robin  Cook  must  con- 
front foe  new  government's 
foreign  policy  decisions  ... 
The  new  government’s  first 
major  foreign  policy  chal- 
lenge will  come  from  Hong 
Kong,”  Mr  Lee  says. 

The  Labour  government  is 
under  pressure  from  both 
sides  in  Hong  Kong.  Tung 
Chee-hwa,  foe  tycoon  chosen 
by  Beijing  to  lead  foe  terri- 
tory after  the  handover,  on 
Monday  urged  the  British 
government  to  stop  battling 
with  Beijing  over  foe  Provi- 
sional Legislature. 

Mr  Lee,  a London-trained 
barrister,  has  condemned  the 
Foreign  Office  for  a “long- 
standing policy  of  appeasing 
China".  Ha  warns  businesses 
not  to  “sacrifice  Hong  Kong 
for  trade  with  China”. 

He  urges  Labour  leaders  to 
visit  Hong  Sang  and  says 
they  must  continue  to  moni- 
tor its  affairs  after  the 
handover.  • 

China,  for  Its  part,  says 
Britain  has  ho  role  after  foe 
Union  flag  comes  down.  The 
prime  minister,  Li  Peng,  has 
I told  Britain  to  stay  out  of 
what  he  called  a “purely  in- 
> temal  Chinese  affair". 
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...BECAUSE  DIRECT  DEBIT  IS  THE  MOST  CONVENIENT  WAY  OF  PAYING  BILLS  AND  SHOULD 
YOU  EYER  NEED  TO,  DDs  ARE  EASILY  CANCELLED.  JUST  CONTACT  YOUR  BANK. 
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Gordon  Brown  was  impressed  by 
the  record  of  Alan  Greenspan  inV 
balancmg  mfiation  and  growth.  On 

the  Atfy  ht°mK  ’ somewhere  over 
the  Atlantic,  he  decided  to  go  for  it 


Eddie  George  was  called  to  the 
Treasury  to  discuss,  he  thought, 
interest  rates.  Instead,  he  was 
given  what  every  Bank  of  England 
governor  dreams  about:  control 
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The  Bank  of  England  building  in  1785 . . . 

For  king  and  countiy 


Chancellor  was  a late  convert  to 
full  independence  for  the  Bank, 

reportsRjchard  Thomas 


D BALLS,  was  en- 
joying himself  yes- 
terday. Minutes 
after  the  Chancel- 
lor granted  Inde- 
pendence to  the  Bank  of  Eng- ' 
land,  hi?  economics  adviser 
r stood,  suirounfled’  by  titbit- 
hungry'  journalists,  ftdfflllng 
a five-year  ambition.  ' 

In  a 1992  Fabian  pamphlet, 
he  had  called  for  the  Bank  to 
be  given  the  power  to  set  in- 
terest rates.  Yesterday  — 
after  six  days  of  secret  meet- 
ings between  Labour  heavy- 
weights and  Treasury  irorid- 
' ers — it  happened. 

The  decision  had  not  been in 
the , bag.  fbr  long.  On.  the  eve  of 
the  election’  campaign.  Mr 
Brown  remained  imconvmced 

nfthPCflSP 

- , Nqhefl&elesS'hlnte  been 
.dropped  ■ toenths,  years 
evte,  that  key  play  &s  *-3  par- 
ticularly TTraiyBlair  — were 
moving  towards  Indepen- 
dence. Leaming  to  love' cen- 
tral bankers,  once  class  ene- 
mies, gradually  became  a 
New  Labour  litmus  test 
Before  John  Smith's  death, 
the  party  in  1993  proposed 
overhauling  the  Court  of  the 
Rank  of  England,  an  over- 
sight body  seen  as  crusty  and 
ineffective. 

Working  up  to  the  eco- 
nomic policy  statement  of 
May  1996,  both  Mr  Blair  and 
Mr  Brown  gave  speeches  out- 
lining the  possible  advan- 
tages of  independence:  an  end 
to  economic  boom  , and  bust, 
lower'  interest  rates  over  the 
long  term  and  taking  the  pol!-| 
tics  out  of  market-sensitive 
decisions.  • : 

Over  the  next  two  years,  a 
Labour  team  held  discussions 
with  the  Bank  and  then  Trea- 
sury officials  on  its  plans  for 
reform,  without  explicitly 
raising  the  prospect  of  imme- 
diate independence.  Mr  Blair 
and  Mr  Brown  shared  a num- 


rehearsal”  for  fhll  indepen- 
dence. Most  of  the  institu- 
tional reforms  confirmed  yes- 
terday were  put.  on  the  table 
thpn  — primarily  the  estab- 
lishment of  a . “representa- 
tive” monetary  policy  com- 
mittee to  advise  the  governor, 
who  would  then  advise  the 
Chancellor.  But  it  would  stQl 
be  the  Chancellor  who  de- 
cided interest  fates. 

It  was  only  after  a get- 
together  in  March  .with,  the 
man  rated  by  most  commen- 
tators as  the  finest  central 
banker  in  history-. — Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  ,ot  the 
US  Federal  Reserve  — that 
Mr.  Brown  was  persuaded  to 
back  independence.  - 

Mr  Brown  was  impressed 
by  the  serious,  non-political, 
tone  of  debate  over  monetary 
policy  in  file  United  States 
and  by  the  remarkable  record 
of  Mr  Greenspan  in  balancing 
Inflation  and  growth.  On  the 
way  home,  .somewhere  over 
the  Atlantic;  he  decided  to  go 
forii 

During  the  campaign,  Mr 
Brown  became  even  more 
convinced  that  voters  saw  in- 
terest rates  as  a political, 
rather  than  economic,  tool  ■ 

On  election  eve  last 
Wednesday.  Mr  Balls  and  Mr 
Brown  hammered  out  a draft 
letter  to  Mr  George  explain- 
ing the  reform  (Labour 
stresses  this  part  of  the  tale  as 
proof  the  decision  bias  no  link 
to  the  size  of  Sxmajority). 

On  Friday,  when  he  went  to 
Number  10  to  be  appointed. 
Mr  Brown  toldiMr  Blair  that 
he  wanted  to  :act  fast  Mr 
Blair  agreed  after  consulting 
Derek  Scott,  his  own  econom- 


ic The  Bank  began  its  work- 
ing existence  in  a room  in 
the  Mercers’  Hall  ou  July 
27, 1694.  Its  primary  func- 
tion was  to  lend  money  to 
the  king— William  HI 
needed  a lot  of  cash  to  fund 
his  war  with  France. 

□ The  first  governor  of  the 
Bank  was  Sir  John  Houblon 
whose  livery — red  waist- 
coat and  pink  coats — is  still 
worn  by  the  Bank's  door- 
man and  messengers. 

□ For  the  first  250  years  of 
its  existence  it  was  a private 
bank  whose  original  share- 
holders or  “subscribers" 
were  the  City  men  of  the 
time.  Merchants  preferred 
to  lend  to  a private  outfit 
rather  than  directly  to  the 
king. 

□ It  moved  to  its  present 
site  in  Threadneedle  Street 
in  1734.  The  current  build- 


ing, dating  largely  from 
1 933.  cover*  3.5  acres  and 
has  enough  floor  space 
underground  for  seven  foot- 
ball pitches. 

0 The  Bank  has  been  issu- 
ing paper  notes  since  its 
rounding  and  Is  the  sole 
note-issuing  bank  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Originally 
these  notes  represented  a 
promise  to  pay  a fixed 
amount  of  precious  metal. 

H The  first  of  these  cur- 
rency standards  was  based 
on  silver,  but  in  the  early 
1 8th  century'  gold  became 
the  standard  for  fix  Ing  the 
value  of  the  pound,  until 
1931. 

1 J The  post-war  Labour  gov- 
ernment in  1946  national- 
ised the  Bank  of  England 
which  removed  the  gover- 
nor's sole  control  over  mon- 
etary policy. 


Tbe  Bank  hasbeen  in  Threadneedle  Street  since  1734 but  the  present  bniHing  dates  mostly  from  1933  photograph:  mabtn  Godwin  j . . . and  in  1804 
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iCs  adviser.  Contingency 
plans  were  drawn  up  for  an 
early  leak  of  the  plans  to  the 

flnawffifll  mariwH 

On  Friday  afternoon,  Mr 
Brown  closeted  himself  for 
three  hours  with  his  advisers 
and  a select  band  of  civil  ser- 
vants to  pick  over  the  details. 

-By  Sunday,  the.  Chancellor 
was  ready  and  went  to  see  the 
Prime  Minister  at  his  Isling- 
ton home.  They  agreed  the 
final  draft  letter,  largely  unal- 
tered from  the  first  version. 
Mr  Blair  phoned  John  Pres- 
cott and  Robin  Cook  — “the 
big  hitters”  in  one  insider's 
phrase  — to  tell  them  of  the 
decision.  Neither  demurred. 

Monday  morning,  and  Mr 
George  was  called  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  discuss,  he  thought, 
the  interest  rate  outlook.  In- 


stead he  was  given  what 
every  Bank- of  England  gover- 
nor dreams' about:  control.  He 
left  in  “buoyant?  moocL 

Tbat  night  and  early  Tues- 
day morning,  Mr  Blair  and 

Mr  Brown  rang  every  mem- 
ber of  the  new  cabinet  to  tell 
them  of  the  impending  an- 
nouncement Discussion  was 

limited.  . 

At  Bam  yesterday,  the  gov- 
ernor and  Chancellor  met  and 
decided  on. a quarter-point 
rise  in  interest  rates.  News  of- 
the  meeting  — held  a day  ear- 
lier than  expected  to  get  a 
jump  on  the  markets  — was 
deliberately  leaked  to  the  8 
o'clock  news  bulletins. 

At  11am  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land announced  the  rate  rise, 
just  as  Mr  Brown  was  speak- 
ing. Mr  Balls  beamed. 


Why  sense 
dictated 
the  quick 
change  act 

Q:  What  does  the  new  system 
for  setting  interest  rates 
'mean? 

At  . It  gives  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land more  Independence  from 
politicians.  Under  the  new 
system  Gordon  Brown  will  set 
a target  for  inflation  — 2.5  per 
cent  — and  give  the  Bank  of 
England  “operational  con- 
trol" over  the  setting  of 
interest  rates  to  achieve 
it. 

Q:  who  will  be  the  decision- 
makers? 

A:  A new  nine-strong  mone- 
tary policy  committee  at  the 
Rank,  meeting  once  a month 
to  set  rates.  This  will  consist 
of  the  governor,  two  deputy 
governors,  the  Bank  officials 

responsible  for  monetary 
policy  and  market  operations* 
and  four  outsiders  appointed 
by  the  Chancellor.  The 
governor  has  a casting 
vote. 

Q:  Will  Interest  rates  be 
higher  or  lower  with  the 
RfcnV  setting  them?  -.:  ” 

A:  In  the  short  term  they  are 
almost-  certain  to  be  higher, 
because  the  ^Bank  is  con- 
cerned aboot-tSte  outlook  for 
Inflation.  Over  the  longer 
term,  Mr  Brown  and  the  Bank, 
believe  that  they  will  be 
lower,  because  the  new  sys- 
tem will  break  Britain's 
boom-bust  psychology. 

Q:  Will  it  be  good  for  the 

economy?  , 

A:  That  depends  on  how  good 
the  Bank  is  at  setting  rates.  In 
the  past,  the  Bank  has  tended 
to  be  over-cautious  and  there  ■ 


i g i risk  of  overkfil  if  it  sets 
interest  rates  too  high-  How- 
ever, Mr  Brown  believes  that 
stability  is  essential  to  higher 
long-term  growth  and  that 
taking  the  politics  out  of  rate 
decisions  will  help  to  ensure 
this. 

how  accountable  will  the 
Hank  be?  ' • • ' • 

A:  Leas  accountable  than  the 
Chancellor  was  under  the  old 


system,  because  the  elector-, 
ate  has  no  direct  way  of 
removing  the  governor  of  the 
Rank  of  England  and  the  rest 
of  the  monetary  policy  com- 
mittee. However,  checks  on 
the  Bank's  power  will  be  put 
in  place  by  beefing  up  Its  gov- 
erning body  — the  Court  — 
and  enhancing  the  role  of  the 
Treasury  select  committee. 

Q:  Why  has  the  decision  been 
made  now? 


A:  Four  reasons.  It’s  a huge 
change,  it  was  in  Labour’s 
manifesto,  the  Government 
has  a big  majority  and  it  has  a 
five-year  term  in  front  of  it  If 
you're  going  to  do  something 
like  fills,  it  makes  sense  to 
move  swiftly. 

ft:  Has  granting  indepen- 
dence worked  elsewhere? 

A:  There  is  no  hard  and  last 
evidence  that  haring  an  inde- 
pendent central  bank  leads  to 
lower  Inflation,  let  alone  bet- 
ter all-round  economic  perfor- 
mance* Japan  has  low  infla- 
tion without  an  independent 
bank,  Germany  low  mfiation 
irith  an  independent  bank. 
Some  analysts  believe  Ger- 
many’s low  Inflation  is  a func- 
tion of  its  wage-bargaining 
system,  not  the  power  of  the 
Bundesbank. 

(fc  What  if  the . Chancellor 
doesn't  like  the  derision? 

A : Tough-  All  he  can  do  — 

unless  there  is  ■ a . state  of 
national  emergency  — is 
change  tiie  Inflation  target  In 
practice,  he  is  unlikely  ever 
to  ease  the  target  for  fear  that 
the  financial  markets  would 
have-a  collective  fit  As  they 
would. 

Q:  Gan  he  change  his  mind 
and  take  back  control? 

A:  Again,  ' theoretically  poss- 
ible but,  as  Eddie  George  said 
yesterday,  he-would  have  the 
devil-  of  a -Job  explaining 
himself.. 


Q:  What  happens  if  the  Bank 
misses  the  target? 

A:  In  New  Zealand  it  Is  part  of 
his  contract  of  employment 
that  the  central  bank  gover- 
nor will  hit  file  inflation  tar- 
get Here  there  will  be-  no 
sanctions. 

“If  I can’t  talk  my  way  out 
of  it,  1 suppose  I'D  have  to 
resign,"  Mr  George  said 
yesterday. 


YOUR  HOME  IS  At  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 

Midland's  mortgages  am  subject  to  security  and  status.  A charge  will  be  taken  aver  the  property  and  appropriate  IHe  policies).  Hie  following  cample  illustrates  monthly  repayments 
for  a typical  capital-iepaymenl  fixed-rate  mortgage  of  £40,000  ewer  25  years  with  interest  fixed  at  539%  unlit  30/07/1999-  Thereafter,  interest  is  charged  at  wrr  variable  rate 
Estimated  costs  and  lees  are  based  on  a valuation  or  purchase  price  of  £55400  and  indude  an  estimated  valuation  fee  of  £1 10  although  this  may  vary  according  to  the  property's 
value.  A £150  booking  fee  is  payable  when  the  appfkalion  is  agreed  in  principle.  Booking  and  valuation  lees  are  refunded  on  draw-down.  In  addition  la  hgures  quoted  brtow. 
premiums  for  tl)e  required  mortgage  protection  policy  are  payable:  24net  monthly  payments  of  £23X44  followed  by  2 7fi  net  monthly  repayments  of  £264.00.  Total  gross  amount 
payable  £85,726.13  (APR7JSQ-  All  APRs  variable.  For  a written  quotation,  call  0800  494  999  Afl  calls  are  recorded  and  may  be  monitored  as  part  of  our  on-going  mm  ot  service 
quality.  Midland  Bank  pic  is  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and  only  advises  on  its  own  life  assurance,  pensions  and  unit  trusts  BS/59  Stt-mhcr  (SBC  (/mrq> 


► Midland  offers  first-time  buyers 
a rate  of  5.99%  (72%  APR)  fixed 
until  July  1999. 


◄X> 

Midland 

L— j • The  Listening  Bank  "j 

Call  0800  494  999 


www.midlamfbantc.COtn 


- You  ‘instinctively  chose’  a fixed-rate  mortgage 
because  the  'last  thing  you  wanted'  was  to  take 
risks  with  your  finances. 

Midland's  fixed-rate  mortgage  gives  you  the 
financial  security  to  plan  ahead.  So  you  can 
safely  budget  for  essentials  like  furnishing 
your  house  and  other  home  improvements. 
What’s  more,  it's  just  one  part  of  a complete 
discounted  mortgage  package  - where  you  can 
choose  any  options  you  feel  comfortable  with. 
This  is  just  one  of  Midland’s  many  bright  ideas 
to  make  home  buying  easier. 


Call  for  details 


4 TORIES  IN  TURMOIL 


The  Guardian  Wvducwny  May 


What  the  party  has  to  do 
is  not  choose  a sort  of 
Michael  Foot  option, 
which  is  John  Redwood 

Tristan  Garel-Jones 


I don’t  doubt  that  we  can  come 
back.  We  won  over  half  a million 
votes  in  Scotland  — more  than 
the  Liberal  Democrats 

Bill  Walker,  defeated  Scottish  Tory 


Former  Welsh  Secretary  William  Hague,  left,  and  Michael  Howard,  the  former  Home  Secretary,  who  tried  to  stitch  each  other  np  as  the  race  for  the  Tory  leadership  got  into  full  swing  photographs:  mq  sean  sksth  and  martin  argles 

Flak  amid  the  fun  in  leadership  race 


if 


As  contenders 
declare  their 
intentions, 
behind  the 
scenes  the 
horse-trading 
and  back-biting 
are  under  way 


Ewen  MacAsklll 
and  Michael  White 


JOHN  Redwood 
launched  his  leader- 
ship hid  yesterday  at 
the  Goring  Hotel, 
Westminster  — 
cruelly  close  to  Michael  Por- 
tillo’s home  — by  declaring 
that  he  wanted  to  inject  some 
fun  into  Tory  politics.  Some- 
one pointed  out  that  the  party 
had  provided  plenty  of  it  over 
the  last  few  years. 


True  to  form,  the  fun  and 
games  continued  yesterday 
with  Michael  Howard,  who 
also  announced  his  candi- 
dacy, and  William  Hague,  try- 
ing to  stitch  one  another  up. 
After  fresh  dither.  Mr  Hague 
will  join  the  race  today,  bring- 
ing the  contenders  up  to  five. 

In  the  running  so  far  are 
Ren  Clarke,  former  Chancellor, 
Mr  Howard,  former  Home  Sec- 
retary. John  Redwood,  former 
Welsh  Secretary,  who  chal- 
lenged John  Major  for  the  lead- 
ership two  years  ago.  his  suc- 


cessor in  Cardiff;  Mr  Hague, 
and  the  cerebral  Peter  Lilley. 

Waiting  to  declare  are 
Stephen  Dorrell,  former 
Health  Secretary,  if  he  thinks 
he  can  muster  enough  voters, 
and,  possibly,  Gillian  She- 
phard. who  so  far  does  not 
seem  to  have  much  support 

The  horse-trading  has  been 
well  under  way  since  Friday 
morning  and  will  intensify 
when  MPs  turn  up  for  the 
first  day  of  Parliament  today. 
The  contest  cannot  be  held 
until  the  middle  of  June  at  the 


If  last  niaht's  Cook 
tepi 

this  is  your  chance 


gl 

Report  sickened  you. 


to  do  something. 

Last  night  ITVs  'Cook  Report1  exposed  the  damning  evidence  supplied  by  IFAW,  of  the  horrific 
slaughter  of  wild  animals  in  South  Africa.  Lions,  leopards,  even  lionesses  with  cubs.  All  were  on  offer  as 
targets  for  a rich  man's  'kill1. 

Bred  in  cages  or  illegally  enticed  from  the  Kruger  National  Park,  dazed  by  drugs,  they  become  an  easy 
target  And  there's  no  escape,  because  this  hunt  is  a 'canned  hunt'  and  takes  place  in  a fenced-off  private 
compound. 

As  one  ex  farm  manager  put  it  "....it's  like  shooting  fish  in  a barrel". 

A shot  to  the  body  is  almost  always  recommended,  as  a shot  to  the  head  would  spoil  the  look  of  the 
trophy  when  mounted  on  the  wall. 

As  the  ex  farm  manager  went  on  to  say.,  "even  when  the  lioness  was  skinned  and  the  milk  was 
pouring  out  of  her  teats,  it  didn't  bother  them." 

But  it  bothers  IFAW.  And  it  bothered  Roger  Cook  enough  to  expose  this  appaling  trade  in  animal 
suffering. 

If  it  bothers  you,  please  send  as  much  as  you  can  to  help  IFAW  buy  more  land  where  no  animals  will 

CWAW 

I want  to  help  IFAW  save  the  African  lions  and  fight  cruelty  to  other  animals  world-wide. 

Here  is  my  donation  of  £- (Please  make  cheques  payable  to  IFAW)  or  debit  my 

Vrisa/Amex/Diners  Club/Mastercard  (Delete  as  applicable) 

Start  date  

Expiry  date 


Name  (Block  capitals  please). 
Address 


- - Post  Code 

Send  to  IFAW,  Section  19,  Warren  Court  Park  Road,  Crowbo rough,  East  Sussex,  TN6  2GA. 


earliest  The  process  of  elect- 
ing a new  1922  backbench 
committee,  whose  executive 
organises  the  election,  must 
first  be  initiated.  It  was  all 
but  wiped  out  last  Thursday. 

The  outcome  will  be  de- 
cided by  an  extremely  small 
electorate,  the  166  Tory  IMPS 
who  survived  last  week’s 
massacre.  The  constituency 
party  officials,  the  peers  and 
ordinary  members  are  con- 
sulted but  have  no  votes. 
Under  party  rules  a candi- 
date needs  a majority  of  eligi- 
ble voters  plus  is  per  cent  to 
win  outright.  With  165  Tories 
eligible,  that  means  108. 

Mr  Clarke,  the  most  formi- 
dible  of  those  standing, 
widely  reckoned  to  have  die 
best  chance  of  at  least  making 
inroads  into  Labour's  lead  at 
the  next  general  election. 

What  this  contest  will 
reveal  is  whether  the  priority 
for  the  Conservative  rump  is 
to  elect  someone  acceptable  to 
the  public  or  whether  it  is 
heading  for  years  of  ideologi- 
cal Infighting. 

Mr  Clarke,  the  most  pro- 
European  and  leftwing  of 
those  standing,  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  support 
His  campaign  managers 
claim  to  have  a core  vote  of 
about  40  to  50  but  the  problem 
will  be  expanding  beyond 
that  He  is  detested  by  tbe 


right  “Clarke’s  support  is 
broad  and  soft,  rather  like 
Clarke,”  said  an  opponent 

Backing  him  are  former  Ul- 
ster minister  Michael  An- 
cram,  Peter  Bottomley  (but 
not  Virginia  who  is  a Howar- 
dite).  David  Curry,  Scott 
report  rebel  Quentin  Davies. 
Ian  Bruce,  plus  (almost  cer- 
tainly) heavyweight  pro- 
Europeans  like  John  Glim- 
mer, former  premier  Sir 
Edward  Heath,  Michael  He- 
seltine,  Sir  Alan  Haselhurst, 
and  probably  Douglas  Hogg. 

Mr  Redwood,  who  will  at- 
tract mainly  Eurosceptlcs,  an- 
nounced six  MPS  yesterday  and 
will  announce  a further  six 
today.  The  business  manager  of 
Mr  Redwood's  campaign  win 
be  Brian  Myerson,  of  Active 
Value  Advisers,  a financial 
company.  He  win  be  supported 
by  Mr  Redwood's  backroom 
fixer.  ex-Rugby  schoolmaster 
and  Sunday  Telegraph  pundit, 
HyweH  Williams. 

Those  named  yesterday  1 
were  Marion  Roe,  Iain  Dun- 1 
can-Ssiith,  John  Wilkinson, 
Lawrence  Robertson,  David 
Wllshire  and  Andrew  Hunter. 
Julian  Brazier  was  to  be  an- 
nounced today  but  jumped 
the  gun  and  declared  his  sup- 
port last  night. 

Among  today's  announce- 
ments will  be  a former  minis- 
ter, possibly  Sir  Archie  Ham- 


ilton, a potential  chairman  of 
the  1929  committee,  unless  an 
ex-cabinet  grandee,  Tom  King 
or  John  MacGregor,  steps  in. 

On  paper,  Mr  Redwood  can 
also  expect  the  support  of  the 
“whipless  ones’1,  the  Militant 
wing  of  the  Tory  Euro-scep- 
tics, such  as  Sir  Teddy  Taylor 
and  Teresa  Gorman  who 
backed  him  last  time. 

Mr  Redwood  said:  “I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  feet  that  they 
supported  me  then  and  1 hope 
those  who  are  stfll  MPS  win 
support  me  now.’’ 

Former  minister  Tristan 
Garel-Jones,  who  will  support 
Mr  Clarke  (but  no  longer  has  a 
vote),  dismissed.  Mr  Redwood 
as  a disastrous  rhnw-p  “The 
Conservative  Party  doesn't 
have  to  ditch  everything  it  be- 
lieves in.  What  the  party  has  to 
do  is  not  choose  a sort  of 
Michael  Foot  option,  which  is 
John  Redwood,”  be  said. 

At  the  launch  of  his  chal- 
lenge. Mr  Howard  said  he  did 
not  want  to  declare  how  many 
backed  him;  but  attending  the 
press  conference  were  Tory 
MPs  David  Maclean,  former 
minister  and  high-flyer  Fran- 
cis Maude.  James  Cran  and 
Tim  Coffins,  former  party 
spin  doctor  now  an  MP,  as 
well  as  Lord  Hanson  from  the 
business  world.  The  former 
Home  Secretary's  organiser  is 
Euro-sceptic  Sir  Michael 


Spicer,  plus  Mrs  Bottomley. 
Sir  Nicholas  Bonsor,  Foreign 
Office  minister  who  lost  his 
seat  last  week.  Ann  Wldde- 
combe  surprised  Westminster 
last  night  by  opting  for  Mr 
Lilley  instead  of  her  former 
boss  at  the  Home- Office.  Mr 
LQley’s  team  also  jnriuripq 
David  WHlets,  John  Whitting- 
dale,  former  Thatcher  aide, 
Eric  Forth  and  Bernard  Jen- 
kto.  He  claims  “an  avalanche 
of  calls”  in  support 

Mr  Lilley  is  not  charis- 
matic, but'  he  Is  straight 
“Michael  Howard  Is  terrified 
of  Lilley,”  says  one 
rightwinger. 

That  leaves  Mr  Derail,  who 
has  shitted  from  the  Tory  left 
towards  free  market  economic 
positions  ami  Euro-scepticism, 
angering  old  friends  without 
winning  new  ones  on  the  right 
He  may  join  in  to  stake  a daim 
to  a “big  beast”  post  or  may 
achieve  the  same  by  backing  a 
centre-right  rival. 

The  key  question  In  the 
leadership  election  Is  how 
PortEDo-ites  split  Some  Haim 
42  votes  and  predict  they  all 
will  go  to  Mr  Lilley.  Others 
deride  such  talk.  Mr  Portillo 
appealed  to  the  . nationalist 
Tory  wing;  Mr  Lffley  has 
more  libertarian  credentials. 
Same  Portillo  fens  may  go  for 
Mr  Redwood  who,  they  admit 
had  the  guts  to  run  in  2995.  - 


Scottish  party  threatens  split 


Lawrence  Donegan 


SENIOR  Scottish  Conser- 
vatives met  last  night  to 
discuss  their  electoral 
annihilation  amid  growing 
signs  of  a revolt  against  the 
party’s  opposition  to  devolu- 
tion and  claims  that  its  politi- 
cal future  lies  separately  from 
the  Conservative  Party  in 

England 

Former  MPs  and  influential 
figures  from  across  the  ideo- 
logical spectrum  have  defied 
their  leadership’s  plea  for  a 
period  of  "quiet  reflection"  in 


recent  days  and  have  become 
embroiled  in  a bitter  row  over 
the  direction  of  the  party. 
Senior  party  sources  are  pre- 
dicting a “bloodbath"  when 
activists  meet  for  thetr 
annual  conference  In  Perth 
next  month. 

Among  radical  suggestions 
likely  to  be  considered  at  the 
conference  are  a change  of 
name  — to  the  Progressive 
Party  or  the  Scottish  Unionist 
Party  — and  a reversal  of  the 
Conservatives’  long-standing 
opposition  to  an  Edinburgh 
parliament  Another  sugges- 
tion is  that  the  Scottish  party 


Legal  & General  takes  a 
scalpel  to  healthcare  costs 


The  reside  is  Lifetime  HvoltbCaxc.  Available  exclusively  from 
Legal  & General,  Lifetime  HeultbCaix  is  the  5-in-I  plan  that 
ddivers  more  kinds  of  care  at  a lower  monthly  premium.  It 
covers  your  authorised  hospital  costs,  including  surgical  and 
medical  treatments,  post-operative  nursing  and  day  care.  It 
provides  a renewable  cash  fund  for  dentaL  optical  and  otber 
healthcare  expenses  * And  it  adds  the  pcacc-of-mind 
bonus  of  lump  sum  accident  insurance. 

We’Ve  put  extra  cover  and  extra 
care  plus  a S fetune’s  experience  of 
insurance  into  our  healthcare 
plan — for  you  to  enjoy  the  benefits. 
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forms  strong  links  with  the 
Ulster  Unionists  as  a means 
of  gaining  influence  at 
Westminster. 

Struan  Stevenson,  defeated 
Tory  candidate  in  the  for- 
meriy  safe  seat  of  Dumfries, 
told  an  informal  meeting  of 
party  activists  in  Edinburgh 
last  night  that  the  party 
should  capitalise  on  its  strong 
historical  links  with  North- 
ern Ireland. 

Mr  Stevenson,  a long-term 
supporter  of  devolution,  also 
backed  calls  from  members  of 
the  Tory  Reform  Group  that 
the  Scottish  party  should 
review  its  position  on  a Scot- 
tish parliament  before  this 
autumn's  referendum. 

“As  pragmatists  we  have  to 
accept  that  the  parliament  Is 
going  to  come  and  develop 
policies  which  will  win  us 
seats  in  it.  If  we  campaign  for 
a *No'  vote  in  the  referendum 
then  people  will  say,  ‘Why 
should  we  vote  for  the  Con- 
servatives/ " he  said. 

“When  Ted  Heath  said 


I WeH  give  you  a Scottish  par- 
liament' the  Tories  won  23 
I seats.  We  have  been  saying 
the  opposite  for  a long  time 
and  now  we  have  no  seats.” 
one  senior  figure  said. 

However,  Phil  Gaffie.  who 
lost  his  Ayr  seat  to  Labour. 

! said  he  would  be  campaigning 
against  devolution:  “I  don't 
see  bow  we  can  campaign 
against  something  during  a 
general  election  and  then 
turn  round  afterwards  and 
say  something  ■ entirely 
different" 

BUI  Walker,  who  lost  his 
North  Tayslde  seat  after  18 
years,  said  he  could  not  envis- 
age voting  for  Labour’s  pro- 
posed assembly.  The  Scottish 
Conservatives’  route  to 
recovery  lay  in  rebuilding  fts 
party  organisation  and  mak- 
ing itself  more  attractive  to 
young  voters.  - 

“I  don't  doubt  that  we 
come  back.  We  won  over  hf«if 
a minion  votes  In  the  election 
in  Scotland  more  than  the 
Liberal  Democrats,”  he  gain 
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^gh  water  halts  police  and  coastguard  search  of  remote  beauty  spot  of  treacherous  sandbanks  as  families  prepare  for  the  worst 

Hopes  fade  for  tide-trapped  boys 


O'  ‘ - > ' ' ' 


David  Ward 


ce 


Hopes  faded  last 
night  for  two  boys 
missing  for  almost 
three  days  as  the 
search  of  treacher- 
ous marshes  and  sandbanks 
at  the  month  of  the  River 
Humber  in  Lincolnshire  was 
halted  by  the  high  tide. 

Police,  coastguards  and  vol- 
unteers will  resume  the 
search  at  first  light  today  of 
the  15  square  miles  of  bleak 
coastline,  where  the  incoming 
tide  advances  almost  two 
miles. 

But  police  — and  the  boys’ 
femilfea  — now  believe  that 
chances  of  their  being  found 
alive  are  remote.  Nathan 
Sawyer,  nine,  and  Ian  Smye, 
10.  left  their  homes  in  North 
Cotes,  near  Cleethnrpes.  at 
lunchtime  on  Sunday  to  cycle 
four  miles  to  Horseshoe  Point 


with  their  friend.  Christopher 
Scott,  11.  whose  body  was 
louna  on  Monday  in  a water- 
filled  sand  gully  by  the  crew 
of  the  Cleethorpes  inshore 
rescue  craft. 

The  families  have  been 
helping  police  In  the  hunt  and 
some  laid  daisies  and  yellow 
irises  near  where  the  boys’ ; 
bikes  were  found  by  Christo- 
pher’s  grandfather,  James  , 
Scott,  before  he  raised  the ! 
alarm. 

Ian's  grandmother.  Brenda 
Prince,  said  she  could  not 
give  up  hope  while  the  hunt 
for  the  boys  continued.  "The 
families  are  all  very  upset 
and  we  know  deep  down  , . . 
We  just  want  them  to  find  the 
boys  now  so  that  we  can  get 
on  with  our  grieving." 

The  vicar  of  North  Cotes, 
the  Reverend  Bob  Emm,  said 
he  had  often  been  caught  by 
the  speed  of  the  incoming  tide 
while  walking  at  the  coast  'It 


doesn’t  look  dangerous  but 
the  sea  round  here  is  far  more 
dangerous  than  thunderous 
waves  crashing  on  the  coast 
IT  you  are  10  years  old  and  full 
of  adventure  you  would  not 
notice  the  danger  until  you 
were  scared  stiff." 

Valerie  Scott  said  she  be- 
lieved her  grandson,  the  , 
strongest  swimmer,  had  set 
off  to  get  help.  “He  would  not 
think  about  the  danger.  He  is  i 
that  type  of  boy." 

The  boys  were  aware  of  the 
danger  on  the  mudflats.  "I 
suppose  they  were  just  being 
lads,  AH  we  can  do  now  is 
hope  that  Ian  and  Nathan  are 
found  safe . . . 

"The  boys  were  very  close 
friends.  They  played  together 
and  they  went  to  school 
together." 

The  search,  involving  more 
than  50  police  officers  and 
coastguards,  has  been  concen- 
trated on  the  area  between 


If 


Ian  Smye,  Nathan  Sawyer,  and  Christopher  Scott,  whose  body  was  found  on  Monday 

Tetney  High  Sands  and  the  ries.  police  diving  teams  assisted  by  an  RAF  helicop- 
RAF  bombing  range  at  Donna  stood  by  to  search  deeper  ter,  a light  aircraft  and  a 
Nook,  eight  miles  to  the  channels  towards  the  Hum-  tracked  vehicle  which  ferried 
south.  In  bright  sun,  inter-  her,  and  police  dogs  teams  reporters  out  to  a high  point 
rupted  by  sudden  snow  flur-  joined  the  search.  They  were  on  a sandbank  i'-i  miles  from 


the  shore.  It  paused  briefly  at 
a “cockle  pole"  near  where 
Christopher's  bodv  was 
found. 

The  pole,  a refuge  erected 
in  1957  after  a couple  and 
their  teenage  son  were 
drowned  when  caught  by  the 
incoming  tide,  has  steps 
which  lead  to  a perilous 
swing- like  chair  at  the  top. 

One  of  the  searchers  said1 
"The  problem  here  is  that  vou 
can  be  on  the  sandbank  while 
the  creek  between  you  and 
the  land  is  being  filled  by  the 
tide.  You  won’t  see  It  until  it 
is  too  late.” 

A coastguard.  John  Ham- 
1 son.  said:  "Sunday’s  high  tide 
was  particularly  high  and  the 
northerly  winds  could  have 
increased  the  levels  of  the 
sea.  The  boys  may  not  have 
been  keeping  their  eyes  on 
what  was  happening." 

Victims  of  drowning  were 
often  washed  ashore  within 


days,  but  it  could  tie  mouths 
before  the  bodies  wore  found 

The  bleak  >uul  isolated 
beauty  spot  was  a favour  tic 
with  birdwatchers,  walkers, 
and  wtldfowlers.  and  was  al«o 
a popular  venue  for  day-trip- 
pers.  but  most  knew  the  dan- 
gers of  the  incoming  tide. 

-■Ml  three  leys  were  pupils 
of  North  Cotes  prlm.tr> 
school.  Prayers  were  said  ye.— 
leniay  nt  a special  assemble 

at  l he  school.  The  headmas- 
ter. William  Scott  said  the  w 
puptb  were  extremely  upM-t. 
Mr  Scott  joined  more  than  tun 
local  people  helping  jHiliiv 
and  coastguard*.. 

Detective  Chief  Inspector 
Paul  Jones,  who  is  leading  the 
search  and  knows  the  area 
well,  said  it  was  .-asv  io  he 
caught  out. 

"It  is  beauiiJul  out  ihviv 
but  the  channel  fills  up  first, 
leaving  anyone  nil  the  bank 
further  out  Mramh-il " 


Jane  Am  dell  and  Gerald  Ball  — demanded  £1,500  ransom 


Council  resists 
foster  family’s 
sex  abuse  claim 


Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 


A LOCAL  authority 

which  placed  a teenage 
sex  abuser  with  a foster 
family  win  go  to  the  High 
Court  today  to  try  to  stop  the 
parents  going  ahead  with  a 
compensation  claim  for  the 
trauma  suffered  after  he  sexu- 
ally assaulted  their  children. 

Esses  county  council  will 
argue  that  court  rulings  giv- 
ing social  workers  immunity 
from  negligence  actions  over 
the  way  they  discharge  their 
child  care  duties  mean  the 
council  cannot  be  held  liable. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the 
abuse,  for  which  the  15-year- 
old  boy  was  convicted  of  inde- 
cent assault,  the  children 
have  undergone  extensive 
psychiatric  counselling,  and 
the  parents  have  split  up  and 
been  unable  to  work.  But  in  a 
two  day  dosed  hearing,  the 
council  will  ask  a High  Court 
judge  to  strike  out  the  claim. 

The  parents'  QC.  Allan 
Levy,  will  contend  the  case  is 
different  from  previous 
actions  over  social  workers’ 
negligence,  which  have  been 
struck  out  on  public  policy 
grounds.  The  parents  claim 
they  were  told  only  that  the 
boy  could  be  a bully  and  a liar 
and  that  bis  father,  a con- 
victed paedophile,  had  abused 
him.  Had  they  known  he  had 
gone  into  care  at  the  age  of  12 
after  abusing  his  seven-year- 
old  sister,  they  say.  they 
would  not  have  taken  him 
into  their  home  and  endan- 
gered their  children. 

The  parents  are  suing  for 
breach  of  contract  and  the 


Dummy  kidnap 
‘prank’  lands 
mother  in  jail 


Vfvek  Chaudhary 

A MOTHER  of  nine-year- 

ZA  old  twin  daughters 
/ land  her  male  friend 
were  jailed  yesterday  after 
demanding  a ransom  for  a 
fibreglass  model  used  to  ad- 
vertise a wood 
preservative. 

Bristol  crown  court 
heard  that  Jane  Arndell, 
aged  -46.  and  Gerald  Ball, 
aged  34.  were  arrested  by 
undercover  police  posing 
as  executives  ready  to  pay  a 
ransom  for  the  3ft  model, 
known  as  Cuprlnol  Man 
and  worth  £25,000. 

The  model  was  stolen 


from  a workshop  in  Bristol 
last  August.  Within  days, 
the  public  relations  com- 
pany responsible  for  the 
model  received  a number  of 
calls  — including  some 
from  Arndell  — demanding 
up  to  £1,500  for  its  return. 

Arndell,  from  Bristol, 
and  Bail,  from  Weston- 
super-Mare.  both  unem- 
ployed, had  admitted  hand- 
ling stolen  goods  at  an 
earlier  hearing.  Arndell 
was  jailed  for  15  months 
and  Ball  for  27  months. 

After  the  ransom  calls,  an 
undercover  police  officer 
met  Arndell  and  later  took 
money  to  a flat  where  Ball 
was  present.  TReal  bank 


| notes  were  padded  out  with 
false  notes.  Detectives 
1 found  the  model  in  a stair- 
well ontside  Arndell's  fiat. 
The  couple  were  arrested. 

Arndell  told  police  she 
was  given  the  model  but 
would  not  say  by  whom. 
She  claimed  Ball  had  made 
the  ransom  calls  and  that 
be  was  under  pressure  i 
from  other  people.  - 
Mark  Worsley.  for  Arn- 
dell, said  she  had  “walked  | 
naively’’  into  the  situation. 
He  added:  “It  was  a sally  : 
prank  that  went  wrong."  | 
The  court  was  also  told  that 
Ball  had  a string  of  previ-  : 
ous  convictions.  j 

Judge  Rupert  Burse  11  ac- 
knowledged the  guilty  ' 
pleas  and  that  Ball  had  | 
fought  against  his  drug  ad- 
diction but  added  that  the  . 
offence  of  handling  stolen  | 
goods  alone  was  so  serious 
it  required  a jail  sentence,  . 

Last  March,  a man  in- 1 
volved  in  the  burglary  at : 
the  Bristol-based  model 
makers  who  manufactured 
Cuprlnol  Man  was  jailed 
for  15  months. 


The  kidnapped  Cuprlnol  Man  after  he  was  recovered  by  police 


wrongful  cxervLM-  of  nui  hor- 
ny. They  .it so  ollrgt.-  ili.it  in 
failing  io  rerun!  ifi<a  buy’s  lull 
history'-  Lfii-  social  worker 
made  3 "negligent 
misstatement". 

The  parents,  who  hail  rx|io- 
rience  as  local  authority  child 
carers,  were  accepted  in  isski 
as  foster  parents  on  a special- 
ist adolescent  foster  care 
scheme  for  difficult  teen 
agers.  They  were  asked  to 
take  on  the  15-year-old  boy  for 
six  weeks  for  assessment.' 

Within  a month  they  no- 
ticed their  four  children  — a 
boy  of  12  and  girls  aged  11. 
nine  and  eight,  had  become 
fearful  and  withdrawn.  The 
Cither  said  that  one  day  the 
teenager  casually  said  he  had 
been  accused  of  raping  a girl 
in  a children’s  home. 

The  family  asked  for  him  to 
be  removed.  Soon  after,  their 
two  youngest  daughters 
revealed  that  he  had  abused 
them  and  threatened  that 
they  would  be  taken  from 
their  home  if  they  revealed 
what  had  happened.  It  took 
some  time  before  they  discov- 
ered he  had  also  performed 
humiliating  acts  on  their  son 
and  older  daughter. 

Hie  psychiatrist  who  treated 
the  children  sent  her  file  to  the 
police,  who  told  the  teenager 
he  could  fare  charges  of  at- 
tempted rape  and  buggery'.  He 
agreed  to  plead  guilty*  to  inde- 
cent assault  and  was  sent  to  a 
young  offenders'  centre. 

Essex  offered  an  out  of 
court  settlement  without  ad- 
mission of  liability,  but  the 
family  wants  the  council  to 
admit  liability.  The  family's 
lawyers  have  valued  the 
claim  at  more  than  000.000. 


Surprise  witness  tells  of  PC’s  knife  threat 


GaryYounge 


A POLICE  constable  de- 
nied promotion  threat- 
ened to  stab  her  chier 
constable  to  death,  an  indus- 
trial tribunal  heard  yesterday- 
Kay  Kellnway,  aged  32,  also 


threatened  to  have  a superin- 
tendent's legs  broken  and.  it 
was  alleged,  said  no  one  at  the 
tribunal  would  be  safe  unless 
she  got  what  she  wanted. 

Siobhan  Walsh,  a former 
police  officer,  told  the  tribu- 
nal she  had  supported  Ms  Kell- 
away  in  her  daim  for  sexual 


New  Channel  4 controller 
wants  more  home  grown 
shows  and  fewer  IIS  imports 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Core— pendent 

MICHAEL  Jackson.  Chan- 
nel 4's  new  chief  execu- 
tive, yesterday  pledged  to  ex- 
pand home  grown  production 
and  strengthen  the  station's 
commitment  to  the  British 
film,  industry. 

He  signalled  a move  from  a 
dependence  on  American  im- 
ports, but  refused  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  for  controver- 
sial late  night  programmes 
such  as  the  Girlie  Show. 

Mr  Jackson's  appointment 
to  what  he  called  the  “best  job 
in  British  broadcasting",  co- 
incided with  confirmation 
from  National  Heritage  Secre- 
tary, Chris  Smith,  that 

Labour  has  no  intention  of 

privatising  Channel  Mr 
Smith,  speaking  on  Radio  4’s 
Kaleidoscope,  said  it  was  one 
of  the  great  success  stories  of 
recent  years. 

The  announcement  was 
greeted  with  delight  by  Sir 
Michael  Bishop,  Channel  4’s 
chairman,  who  led  a robust 
defence  against  a possible  £2 
billion  sell-off. 

Mr  Jackson,  aged  39.  quit 
last  week  as  the  BBC’s  direc- 
tor  of  television  and  control- 
ler of  BBC1  to  succeed 
Michael  Grade  in  the  £400,000 
a year  post. 

Mr  Jackson  said  there  was 


a role  for  popular  US  imports, 
including  ER  and  Friends, 
but  not  if  prices  went  too 
high. 

■'There  is  a price  over 
which  it  would  be  foolish  to 
pay  for  a programme  that  you 
don’t  control  and  isn’t  feeding 
back  into  British 
production.” 

When  he  was  controller  of 
BBC2,  Mr  Jackson  said  Chan- 
nel 4’s  originality  had  been 
sapped  by  lager  lout  pro- 
grammes such  as  the  Girlie 
Show. 

He  said;  "I  I am  not  going  to 
talk  about  individual  pro- 
grammes now J have  no 

problems  with  programmes 
that  are  rude  as  long  as  they 

are  Innovative  and 
distinctive." 

He  defended  Eurotrash  as 
"genuinely  witty”  and 
praised  Father  Ted  and  Chris 
Evans’s  TFI  Friday,  although 
he  admitted  The  Big  Break- 
fast  needed  an  overhaul-  | 

Film  on  4 — which  spawned 
box  office  hits  such  as  Four  i 
Wedding9  and  a Funeral  and  | 
Trainspotting  — would 
remain  Its  "gold  standard”. 

Channel  4 plans  to  launch  a 
digital  subscription  film 
channeL 

Mr  Jackson  said  it  bad  been 
a “real  wrench”  to  leave  the 
BBC  but  admitted  its  output 
appealed  more  to  men  than 
women. 


discrimination,  but  when  she 
heard  her  mairmg  threats  had  j 
fell  duty  bound  to  report  them. 

"Kay  was  saying  the  chief  i 
constable  had  ruined  her  life. 
Sbe  also  said  [Detective  In- 
spector]  Peter  Hanks  would 
not  enjoy  retirement  She  said 
she  would  ask  her  ex-boy- 
friend's mates  to  do  some- 
thing to  Peter  Hanks'  legs  so 
he  could  not  enjoy  his  retire- 
ment’’ said  Ms  Walsh. 

Ms  Kellaway.  from  Read- 
ing, Berkshire,  joined 
Thames  Valley  Police  in  1986 
and  has  been  on  sick  leave 
since  1995.  She  has  told  the 
Reading  tribunal  that  her  pro- 
motion board  had  been  fixed, 
and  Mr  Hanks  was  particu- 
larly prejudiced  against  her. 
She  said  he  had  told  her  that 
women  did  not  belong  In  the 


force  and  she  was  "taking 
jobs  from  the  boys”. 

She  also  claimed  her  career ' 
was  ruined  by  colleagues  who 
called  her  a “whore’’,  "bitch”  I 
and  "slag". 

A member  of  the  promotion 
board.  Chief  Inspector  John 
Liversidge,  later  told  the  tri- 
bunal that  he  objected  to  Ms 
Kellaway’s  promotion  be- 
cause he  felt  she  would  not  be 
a "safe  pair  of  hands’*  when 
controlling  a major  incident. 

Thames  Valley  Police  de- 
nies sexual  discrimination, 
and  yesterday  produced  Ms 
Walsh  as  its  surprise  witness. 
She  told  the  tribunal  she  was 
in  the  Metropolitan  police  for 
nine  years  but  left  in  1996  for 
medical  reasons  after  with- 
drawing a claim  of  sexual 
harassment.  She  had  sup- 


ported Ms  KeLlaway  for  17 
months  until  she  started  mak- 
ing outrageous  Claims. 

Last  year  Ms  Kellaway  told 
her  she  intended  to  kill  the 
chief  constable.  “She  said  sbe 
was  serious.  Sbe  said  she 
wanted  the  chief  constable 
dead.  I told  her  she  was 
stupid,  but  she  repeated  it  for 
15  minutes.  She  said  she  had  a 
knife  and  was  going  to  stab 
him.  She  said  if  she  didn’t  get 
what  sbe  wanted,  no  one 
would  be  safe  at  the  tribunal 
because  she  was  taking  the 
knife  and  would  use  it” 

Ms  Kellaway  did  not  stay  to 
bear  the  rest  of  the  tribunal 
yesterday  afternoon.  Her  rep- 
resentatives said  she  was 
••very  distressed”  by  the 
evidence. 

The  hearing  continues. 


I TV  chief  quits  after 
five  years  in  charge 


Bank’s  Nazi  gold  ‘may  be  from  Jewish  dead’ 


Richard  Norton-Tayfor 

THE  Foreign  Office  admit- 
ted for  the  first  time  yes- 
terday that  some  of  the  looted 
Nazi  gold  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  England  after  the  war 
could  have  been  taken  from 
Jewish  victims  of  concentra- 
tion camps. 

In  a report  welcomed  by 
Robin  Cook,  the  Foreign  Sec- 
retary, it  makes  it  clear  the 
wartime  allies  gave  priority 
to  on  the  gold  made  by 

Naxi-occupied  countries 
rather  than  by  individual  sur- 
vivors of  the  Holocaust. 

How  much  gold  from  the 
teeth  or  personal  jewellery  of 
concentration  camp  victims 
was  taken,  or  where  it  ended 
up,  is  not  known  because  it 
was  routinely  melted  down 
into  gold  bars.  Gill  Bennett, 
the  report's  author,  said 
yesterday. 

The  allies  treated  all  these 
bars  as  monetary  gold  belong- 
ing to  central  banks  of  occu- 


pied countries  regardless  of 
their  origin. 

The  report  concludes:  “It 
would  be  wrong  to  assert 
there  was  no  possibility  that' 
some  gold  bare  deposited  In 
the  [alliedl  gold  pool,  smelted 
by  foe  Nazis,  contained  gold 
items  which  had  belonged  to 
concentration  camp  or  other 
victims.” 

The  Bank  of  England  holds 
about  £40  million  worth  of 
looted  Nazi  gold,  L6  per  cent 
of  the  total  Initially  recovered 
by  the  allies  but  since  distrib-' 


uted  to  Nazi-occupied 
countries.  Of  this  residue, 
only  two  gold  bare,  about 
£170.000.  could  be  "tainted”  — 
taken  from  Holocaust  victims 
— Ms  Bennett  said  yesterday. 

Mr  Cook  said  yesterday  the 
Government  was  ready  to 
host  an  international  confer- 
ence on  Nazi  gold. 

The  conference  would  dis- 
cuss how  the  remnants  of  the 
the  Nazi  loot  in  foe  Bank  of 
England  and  foe  US  Federal 
Reserve  . should  be 
distributed. 


o 


“He’s  fluent  in  seven 
languages!  Seven  more  than 
most  English  footballers!” 

Ruud  Gullit  by  Jim  White 


cower 


Andrew  Gulf 
MecBa  Correspondent 

ARCUS  Plantin, 
foe  most  powerful 
man  in  ITV,  last 
night  became  the 
latest  senior  television  execu- 
tive to  quit  his  job. 

ITVs  network  director  an- 
nounced his  surprise  move  to 
step  down  after  five  years  in 
charge  of  foe  schedules  of 
Britain's  most  successful 
commercial  channeL 

His  resignation  — which 
will  take  effect  in  foe  autumn 
— is  expected  to  coincide  with 
a radical  restructuring  of 
ITV.  The  departure  of  Mr 
Plantin.  aged  51.  is  the  latest 
development  in  a managerial 
merry-go-round  at  the  top  of 
British  television. 

In  January  Michael  Grade 
quit  as  chief  executive  of 
Channel  4.  to  be  replaced  by 
BBCi’s  Michael  Jackson, 
leaving  a vacancy  at  foe  top  of 
foe  BBC. 

Last  year  David  Elstein  left 
BSkyB  to  become  Channel  5's 
chief  executive. 

Mr  Plantin ’s  stewardship  of 
ITV  coincided  with  the  ere- 1 
ation  of  the  ITV  Network  Cen- ; 
tre.  an  attempt  to  coordinate  i 


I The  player 


ONE  of  Marcus  Plan  tin’s 
first  jobs  in  television 
was  gift--wrapping  presents 
for  the  conveyor  belt  on  the 
BBC’s  Generation  Game. 
His  most  recent  role  in- 
volved controlling  an 

annual  programme  budget 

Of  more  than  £600  million, 
writes  Andrew  Culf. 

Hie  appointment  of  Mr 
Plantin  (left)  as  ITV’s  net- 
work director  In  1992 
raised  eyebrows  In  the  in- 


foe 15  regional  companies 
and  reduce  damaging  faction- 
alism. ITV  broadly  managed 
to  maintain  its  position,  de- 
spite the  onslaught  of  compe- 
tition from  a reinrigorated 
BBC  and  Channel  4.  new 
cable  and  satellite  services, 
and  foe  threat  posed  by  Chan- 
nel 5. 

Mr  Plantin  had  told  his 
closest  colleagues  last 
autumn  that  he  was  planning 
to  stand  down  from  the 
£25O.O0O-plus  post  in  a year’s 
time.  Last  night  he  said: 
“Schedulers  do  not  go  on  for- 
ever. I considered  going  last 
year  — it  is  a time-consuming 
and  demanding  job  — but  1 
wanted  to  see  off  foe  chal- 
lenge of  Channel  5.  It  is  like  a 
drug  when  you  do  this  job  — 
your  whole  life  is  based  on 
performance.  It  is  quite  drain- 
ing and  you  worry  whether 
you  are  getting  stale." 

Mr  plantin.  who  spent  14 
years  at  foe  BBC  and  13  at 
ITV.  said  he  hoped  be  would 
have  one  more  major  job  in 
foe  broadcasting  or  entertain- 
ment world. 

"I  will  leave  the  channel  in 
good  shape  with  its  sport 
re  invigorated.  Its  drama  hit- 
ting more  bullseyes  than  ever 
and  its  vital  peak  time  share 


dnstry  as  he  was  widely 
regarded  as  an  outsider. 

His  track  record  was 
mainly  in  entertainment, 
beginning  working  life  In 
repertory  theatre,  before 
joining  the  BBC  as  a floor 
manager.  As  head  of  light 
entertainment  at  London 
Weekend  Television  (LWT) 
from  1985,  he  worked 
alongside  Greg  Dyke  and 
John  Birt  and  helped  to  de- 
velop Blind  Date. 


up.”  he  said.  Leslie  Hill, 
i chairman  of  ITV,  said  his  re- 
cord of  success  was  consider- 
able. "We  salute  his  tact,  tal- 
ent and  tenacity." 

Roger  Laughton,  chairman 
of  ITVs  Broadcast  Board, 
said:  "Professionals  and  view- 
ers alike  know  what  a fine  job 
he  has  done  with  the  ITV 
schedule." 

ITV  win  not  decide  on  a 
successor  to  Mr  Plantin  until 
it  has  appointed  a new  chief 
executive  who  will  head  up  a 
reorganised  Network  Centre, 
likely  to  be  known  as  ITV  Ltd. 

Once  that  post  has  been 
filled  a decision  will  lie  taken 
on  whether  to  appoint  a direct 
replacement  for  Mr  Plantin. 
or  subsume  his  scheduling 
role  into  foe  new  chief  execu- 
tive's post. 

Mr  Plantin'?  tenure  was 
marked  by  a renaissance  in 
ITV  drama,  additional  epi- 
sodes of  soaps  Coronation 
Street  and  Emmerdalo,  poach- 
ing foe  FA  Cup  and  Formula  I 
from  the  BBC  — and  the  deba- 
cle of  attempts  to  move  News 
at  Ten.  He  rejected  criticism 
last  month  from  the  Indepen- 
dent Television  Commission 
that  foe  schedules  lacked  di- 
versity and  were  too  reliant 
on  drama. 


La  1990  he  became  LWT’s 
director  of  programmes  be- 
fore being  poached  by  the 
new  Network  Centre.  At 
the  time  be  claimed:  "The 
challenge  of  being  at  the 
heart  of  the  new  ITV  was 
irresistible.  I enjoy  the 
black  art  of  scheduling." 

Mr  Plantin.  his  wife  and 
two  sons  live  in  south-west 
London,  where  he  enjoys 
the  quieter  pursuits  of  gar- 
dening and  swimming. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


News  in  brief 


Sister  says  McVeigh 
warned  of  ‘big  event’ 

TIMOTHY  McVeigh,  the  Gulf  war  veteran  charged  with  the 
Oklahoma  City  bombing,  wrote  to  his  sister  weeks  before  the 
attack  warning  that  “something  big  was  about  to  happen",  she 
told  a federal  court  in  Denver  yesterday. 

Jennifer  McVeigh  said  she  had  followed  her  brother's  in- 
structions to  bum  the  letter,  which  also  advised  her  to  continue 
a spring  holiday  in  Florida  For  longer  than  she  had  planned 

Testifying  under  immunity  from  prosecution,  the  23-year-old 
student  told  the  jury  that  Mr  McVeigh  left  a file  on  her  com- 
puter containing  a diatribe  against  the  federal  Bureau  of  Alco- 
hol Tobacco  and  Firearms,  which  he  reviled  for  its  role  in  the 
attack  on  the  Branch  Da  vidian  compound  at  Waco.  Texas. 

Ms  McVeigh’s  testimony  is  crucial  because  it  helps  to  estab- 
lish a motive  for  the  bombing,  the  worst  ever  terrorist  attack  on 
American  soft.  The  federal  building  destroyed  in  the  blast 
which  killed  168  people,  housed  offices  for  several  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  including  the  ATF.  — Fan  Katz.  New  York. 


Eritrea  expels  UN  staff 

STAFF  or  the  United  Nations  High  Commission  for  Refugees  flew 
out  ofEritrea  yesterday,  expelled  after  the  government  claimed 
the  agency  had  ’‘circulated  documents  without  authority". 

There  are  more  than 260.000  Eritrean  refugees,  mostly  Mus- 
lims. in  Sudan  and  many  have  Links  with  the  Eritrean  Liberation 
Front  (ELF),  an  independence  movement  that  was  defeated  by  the 
Eritrean  People's  Liberation  Front  (EPLF).  which  is  now  in 
power. 

Members  of  Eritrean  Jihad,  accused  at  terrorist  activities  and 
believed  to  be  funded  by  Sudan,  are  thought  to  move  with  the 
refugees  as  they  return  home. 

The  Eritrean  government,  which  has  dragged  its  feet  on  the 
refugee  issue,  was  angered  by  the  UNHCR's  compiling  an  "infor- 
mation pack”  on  the  repatriation  programme  to  try  to  dear  the 
way  for  full  repatriation  by  1998.  —Alice  Martin.  Add  is  Ababa. 


Army  sergeant  gets  25  years 

DELMAR  Simpson,  the  United  States  army  staff  sergeant  con- 
victed last  week  of  18  counts  of  rape  involving  six  female  trainees, 
was  sentenced  yesterday  to  25  years  In  prison. 

A military  court  deliberated  for  more  than  two  hours  hours 
before  jailing  him.  Simpson,  aged  32,  also  had  his  rank  reduced 
and  his  pay  forfeited,  and  he  was  dishonourably  discharged. 

Simpson’s  was  the  first  trial  stemming  from  the  sexual  miscon- 
duct scandal  at  the  Aberdeen  military  base  in  Maryland.  Eleven 
other  trainers  have  been  charged  with  acts  of  misconduct  Simp- 
son had  pleaded  guilty  to  11  counts  of  consensual  sex  and  five 
counts  of  propositioning.  — Reuter , Aberdeen. 


India’s  former  PM  indicted 

AN  INDIAN  court  indicted  Reformer  prune  minister  P.  V. 
NarasimhaRaoand  19  other  people  yesterday  inabribes-for-votes 
case,  his  lawyer  and  court  officials  said. 

Judge  Ajit  Bharihoke,  presiding  over  a special  court  of  inquiry 
in  New  Delhi,  ruled  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  try  Mr 
Rao  for  criminal  conspiracy  and  abetment  to  bribery,  Mr  Rao ’s 
counsel.  R.  K.  Anand,  said.  He  added  that  Mr  Rao  was  innocent  of 
both  charges,  wtoch  cany  a maximum  jail  sentence  of  five  years. 

Mr  Rao  faces  allegations  that  in  1993  he  tried  to  influence  a vote 
of  no-confidence  by  bribing  four  deputies  of  a tribes  people's  party 
in  the  eastern  state  ofBlhar.  — Reuter.  New  Delhi. 


Algerian  blast  hits  school 

A CAR  bomb  killed  two  people  and  wounded  about  20.  many  of 
them  schoolchildren,  in  Algiers  yesterday,  a resident  reported  by 
telephone.  The  bomb  was  in  a car  parked  opposite  the  Lycee 
KanteFanon.  at  the  entrance  to  the  crowded  suburb  of  Bab  El- 
Oued. 

“There  were  two  dead,  one  of  them  a student  and  about  20 
people  injured,  many  of  them  from  the  school,  according  to 
eyewitnesses,”  the  resident  said. 

There  was  no  official  comment  on  the  blast  The  authorities 
have  blamed  earlier  car  bombs  and  other  attacks  on  Muslim 
fundamentalists  trying  to  topple  the  government  for  the  past  five 
years.  — Ratter,  Paris. 


Peru  quiet  on  missing  miners 

TWENTY-FOUR  miners  who  dug  the  tunnels  used  by  Peruvian 
omunandos  to  rescue  72  people  hdd  by  Tupac  Amaru  rebels  in 
the  Japanese  ambassador's  mansion  in  Lima  have  yet  to  return 
home— two  weeks  after  the  hostage  crisis  ended. 

The  miners’  union  has  written  to  the  government-owned  Cen~ 
tramin  mining  company,  which  hired  the  men,  asking  where  they 
are  and  when  they  can  return  home,  local  radio  reported. 

The  famines  have  feared  for  the  miners’  safety  since  reports 
that  two  were  either  killed  or  injured  as  they  built  the  tunnels. 
The  secrecy  surrounding  the  operation  has  added  to  their  con- 
cern. Geotromin  refused  comment  on  the  miners'  where- 
abouts. — AP.  Lima. 


Mexicans  jeer  Clinton  visit 


ONE  of  several  hundred  Mexicans  who  burnt  US  flags  and 
shouted  anti-American  slogans  in  protest  at  President  Clinton's 
visit  yesterday,  is  dragged  away  during  scuffles  outside  the  US 
embassy  in  Mexico  City.  photograph:  jorgc  poblette 
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As  the  war  crimes  tribunal  for  former  Yugoslavia  delivers  its  first  verdict,  the  prime  suspects  stay  free 


Judgment  day  for  Hague  court 


Ian  Traynor  In  Bonn 


Michael  Steiner, 
the  German  dip- 
lomat heading 
the  international 
effort  In  Bosnia, 
quietly  told  his  bosses  how  to 
boast  the  chances  of  a lasting 
Balkan  peace  when  they  vis- 
ited Sarajevo  recently. 

Before  an  audience  that  in- 
cluded Nato’s  secretary-gen- 
eral, Javier  Solana.  and  su- 
preme military  commander. 
General  George  Joulwan,  be 
put  on  a slide  show.  It  in- 
cluded an  aerial  photograph 
of  Pale,  the  Bosnian  Serb 
headquarters  outside  Sara- 
jevo, with  a dotted  line  along 
the  mountain  village  streets. 

“A  dark-blue  BMW  takes 
that  road  every  morning  on 
the  dot  of  8 JO,"  be  said. 

Mr  Steiner  has  long  experi- 


ence of  Bosnia,  and  he  is  con- 
vinced that  real  peace  will 
remain  elusive  as  long  as  Bos- 
nia’s leading  war  criminals 
remain  at  large. 

His  message  to  the  Nato 
chiefs  was  unequivocal-  The 
BMW  takes  Radovan  Karad- 
zic, warlord,  former  Bosnian 
Serb  president  and  indicted 
war  criminal,  to  his  office. 
The  map  and  the  information 
were  an  invitation  to  Nato  to 
send  a snatch  squad  to  seize 
Mr  Karadzic  and  send  him  to 
The  Hague  to  be  tried  for 
genocide. 

It  Is  an  offer  the  Nato  forces 
in  Bosnia  have  long  refused. 
Mr  Karadzic  continues  to  pull 
the  strings  behind  the  scenes, 
even  though  he  has  been 
forced  to  give  up  office. 

Despite.  Mr  Steiner's  dis- 
creet urglngs.  the  United 
Nations  war  crimes  tribunal 
for  former  Yugoslavia  cannot 


get  Its  hands  on  Mr  Karadzic 
or  his  notorious  military  com- 
mander. General  Ratko  Mla- 
dic. who  has  also  been  in- 
dicted for  genocide. 

But  this  morning  the  court 
will  make  history  when,  for 
the  first  time  since  the 


Nuremberg  and  Tokyo  tribu- 
nals, It  delivers  a verdict  in  a 
fully-fledged  International 
war  crimes  triaL 
The  accused  Is  Dnsan  Tadic, 
aged  41,  a Bosnian  Serb  cafe 
proprietor  and  police  reserv- 
ist charged  with  murder  and 
rape  in  detention  camps  dur- 
ing the  persecution  of  Mus- 
lims in  north-west  Bosnia  in 
the  summer  of 1992. 


When  the  three  judges  an- 
nounce their  verdict,  human 
rights  lobbyists  In  Europe 
and  America  will  applaud. 

It  will  be  a . symbolic  mo- 
ment; a signal  that  the  world 
is  not  prepared  to  turn  a blind 
eye  to  atrocity,  terror,  and 


the  persecution  of  civilians. 

But  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  it  will  symbolise  die 
beginning  of  a long  search  fbr 
a form  of  justice  in  Bosnia 
that  might  help  to  underpin 
healing  and  peace,  or  repre- 
sent merely  an  unusual  blip 
in  the  gradually  withering  in- 
ternational interest  in  the 
crimes  perpetrated  there. 

The  auguries  are  less  than 


promising.  Of  the  75  former 
Yugoslavs  (51  Bosnian  Serbs. 
18  Bosnian  Croats,  three  Bos- 
nian Muslims,  and  three  Ser- 
bian army  officers)  the  tribu- 
nal has  indicted,  only  eight 
are  in  its  custody. 

The  Tadic  case  is  the  first 
ftin  triaL  The  trial  of  three 
Muslims  and  one  Croat  being 
prosecuted  jointly  opened  in 
March.  Last  autumn  a Bos- 
nian Croat  who  pleaded 
guilty  before  his  case  came  to 
ftill  trial  was  sentenced  to  10 
years.  His  appeal  Is  pending. 

The  court’s  authority  de- 
rives from  its  moral  prestige, 
but  it  has  no  powers  of  en- 
forcement It  is  hampered  by 
lack  of  funds,  variable  and  po- 
litically motivated  support 
from  the  big  powers,  and 
varying  degrees  c£  opposition 
from  the  former  combatants 
In  Bosnia,  Serbia  and  Croatia. 

While  the  authorities  in  for- 


mer Yugoslavia  resist  The 
Hague's  demands  for  the  hand- 
over of  suspects,  they  are  ea- 
gerly pursuing  vendetta  trials 

against  their  adversaries. 

Last  month  a Croatian  court 
sentenced  19  Yugoslav  army 
officers  in  absentia  to  long 
terms  for  alleged  crimes  In 
1991.  A Bosnian  Serb  court  has 
just  sentenced  seven  Muslim 
fighters  handed  over  by  Nato 
peacekeepers  to  whom  they 
surrendered-  Hie  Bosnian  gov- 
ernment is  holding  at  least 
eight  trials  of  enemies  accused 
of  war  crimes. 

And  Mr  Karadzic’s  succes- 
sor as  president,  Bfijana  Plav- 
sic, has  just  taunted  The 
Hague  by  decorating  37  Bos- 
nian Serb  policemen  for  their 
part  in  “liberating'’  the  Prije- 
dor  region  of  north-west  Bos- 
nia in  1992:  the  time  and  place 
of  Dusan  Tadic’s  alleged  spree 
of  murder,  rape,  and  torture. 


While  rebuffing  The  Hague  the  authorities 
are  eagerty  pursuing  vendetta  trials 


A French  coal  miner  armed  with  a paving  stone  awaits  the  outcome  of  a meeting  yesterday  between  miners  and  the 
prefect  of  Metz.  They  asked  to  see  the  minister  for  industry,  who  agreed  to  meet  them  today  photograph:  vwcairKEsstst 


Chirac  appeals 
for  votes  as 
left  rises  in  polls 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 


Hardly  a fortnight 
after  asking  for  a popu- 
lar vote  of  confidence 
in  France’s  Gaullist-led  gov- 
ernment, President  Jacques 
Chirac  today  makes  an  urgent 
new  appeal  for  support  after 
most  polls  showed  that  the 
combined  left  was  gaining  the 
advantage. 

In  a syndicated  message  in 
provincial  newspapers,  Mr 
Chirac  warns  against  a vote 
in  the  May  25  general  election 
that  could  throw  France’s 
pro-European  programme 
into  disarray  and  defends  his 
budgetary,  tax  and.  welfare 
reforms. 

It  may  not  be  enough.  Six 
out  of  eight  recent  opinion 
polls  have  given  a dear  lead 
for  the  Socialists,  Commu- 
nists and  their  allies  in  per- 
centage points,  although  no Be 
has  yet  predicted  a majority 
of  seats  for  the  combined  left 
A sudden  upswing  in  sup- 
port for  the  Socialist  Party  at 
the  weekend  may  strengthen 
the  left  enough  to  overcome 
the  rights  built-in  electoral 
advantage.  This  possibility  Is 
enhanced  by  the  foiling  popu- 
larity of  the  prime  minister, 
Alain  JuppA  whose  campaign 
appears  to  have  disappointed 
Mr  Chirac. 

Two  of  France’s  biggest 
opinion  institutes,  Ifop  and 
Sofres,  agreed  this  week  that 
support  for  the  Gaulllst-cen- 
trist  coalition  had  dropped  to 
38  per-cent,  while  the  com- 
bined left’s  backing  bad  risen 
to  41  or  42  per  cent,  with  the 
Socialist  share  ranging  from 
28.5  per  cent  to  30  per  cent 
Analysts  argue  that  another 
lper  cent  swing  would  give 
the  left  a majority. 

After  its  landslide  victory 
in  1993,  the  right  redrew  elec- 
toral boundaries  to  reinforce 


Its  chances  of  retaining 
power.  The.  electoral  system 
already  favoured  candidates 
from  the  Gaullist  RPR  and  the 
centrist  UDF.  With  only  44 
per  cent  of  the  vote  four  years 
ago,  they  won  484,  car  84  per 
cent,  of  the  577  seats. 

Predictions  for  this  general 
election  are  made  difficult  by 
the  record  number  of  candi- 
dates — 6,300  compared  with 
5,169  In  L993  and  2^80  in  1988- 
Numbers  have  been  Inflated 
by  new  official  subsidies  for 
marginal  parties.  The  vast 
majority  of  candidates,  in- 
cluding the  28  who  win  stand 
against  the  mayor  of  Paris, 
Jean  Tiberi,  will  oppose  gov- 
ernment policies. 

With  each  strengthening  of 
the  anti-government  vote,  the 
power-broking  role  of  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pen's  National 
Front  will  become  more  deci- 
sive. Estimates  of  the  extrem- 
ist vote  are  as  high  as  15  per 
cent 

Immigration  aside,  Mr  Le 
Pen,  who  is  not  running  in 
the  hope  that  he  will  be 
needed  for  an  eventual  presi- 
dential, poll,  concentrates  on 
condemning  the  European 
Union  which  Mr  Chirac  has 
put  at  the  centre  of  the 

campaign 

AH  candidates  with  more 
than  12-5  per  cent  of  the  first- 
round  vote  can  stand  again  in 
a second  round  on  June  L In 
some  cases  there  will  be  three 
or  four  candidates  in  the  run- 
off. 

Because  Mr  Chirac  and  his 
prime  minister  are  its  pri- 
mary targets,  the  National 
Front  intends  to  maintain  all 
candidates  capable  of  split- 
ting the  right  wing  vote  In  the 
second  round,  even  though 
they  are  unlikely  to  win  more 
than  one  seat. 


HT*  future  ‘depends  on 
branch  pote,  page  T 


US  school  board  drops  campaign  for  ‘black’  language 


Christopher  Reed 
in  Los  Angeles 


The  school  board  of  Oak- 
land, California,  has 
quietly  dropped  the 
concept  of  "ebonies”  as  a 
"genetic”  language  spoken 
by  African  Americans,  an 
idea  which  caused  tierce 
controversy  when  It  was  in- 
troduced in  January. 

It  had  recommended  that 


as  a "legitimate  dialect” 
ebonies  should  be  the  start- 
ing point  for  teaching  stan- 
dard English  in  the  city, 
which  has  a black  majority. 

The  decision  was  angrily 
denounced  and  the  board 
was  accused  of  being  racist 
and  unscientific  in  using 
the  phrase  “genetically 
based”. 

Black  Americans  do 
speak  a distinct  dialect, 
characterised  by  the  un con- 


jugated verb  "to  be”  and 
the  omission  of  final  letters 
— as  in  “we  be  earnin'’  — 
but  linguists  say  it  is  not  an 
identifiable  language. 

Now  an  Oakland  commit- 
tee has  produced  a 17-page 
report  of  recommendations 
which  does  not  use  the  term 
ebonies,  avoids  any  sugges- 
tion that  blacks  speak  a 
separate  language,  and 
drops  the  idea  that  they 
should  get  the  federal  fund- 


ing provided  for  students 
who  speak  Spanish  or 
Asian  languages  at  home. 

It  does  recommend  con- 
centrating more  effort  and 
money  on  helping  African- 
American  students  to  speak 
standard  English.  Blacks 
make  up  53  per  cent  of  the 
board's  pupils  but  account 
for  71  per  cent  of  those  In 
special  education  classes 
and  80  percent  of  those  sus- 
pended from  school 


The  ebonies  proposal  was 
prompted  by  the  hoard’s 
concern  about  the  pressure 
on  Oakland's  blade  major- 
ity from  a growing  infiire  of 
Hispanics  and  Animw  at  a. 
time  when  industry  has  left 
the  city,  starving  it  of  funds 
and  creating  unemploy- 
ment three  times  the  state 
average. 

One  in  four  African 
Americans  fives  in  poverty; 
among  children  the  figure 


is  almost  one  In  three. 

Black  administrators  be- 
came increasingly  angry 
about  the  preferential 
treatment  of  non-anglo- 
phone  minorities-  While  bi- 
lingual teachers  get  extra 
pay  and  federal  funding, 
black  chllden — who  under- 
standably do  not-  regard 
themselves . as.  Immigrants 
— work  in  dilapidated  con- 
ditions with  battered  text 
books  and  equipment. 


Why  Hong  Kong  will  be  Blair’s  first  foreign  test 


Democratic 
Party  leader 
Martin  Lee, 

who  won  the 
territory’s 
elections 
in  1995, 
appeals  to 
the  new 
Labour 
government 
to  defend 
the  colony’s 
rapidly  eroding 
freedoms 


NOW  that  Labour 
Party  champagne 
glasses  have  been 
emptied.  Tony  Blair 
and  Robin  Cook  must  con- 
front the  new  government's 
foreign  policy  decisions. 

Though  much  discussion  In 
Britain  is  focusing  on  the 
European  Union’s  Amster- 
dam summit  in  June,  the  new 
government’s  first  foreign 
policy  challenge  will  come 
from  Hong  Kong. 

Fewer  than  two  months 
remain  before  the  transfer  of 
Hong  Kong's  sovereignty  to 
the  People’s  Republic  of 
China  at  midnight  on  June  30. 

Should  things  continue  to 
go  awry  In  Hong  Kong,  the 
world  community  will  look  to 
Britain  — and  to  Mr  Blair  — 
for  leadership  in  defending 
Hong  Kong's  free  society  and 
people - 

In  1984.  China  and  Britain 

signed  the  Joint  Declaration 

on  Hong  Kong  and  registered 
the  agreement  at  the  United 
Nations.  Under  the  Joint  Dec- 
laration. Hong  Kong  and  its 
6b  million  people  will  be 


returned  to  China  under  the 
“one  country,  two  systems” 
policy.  This  meant  that  Hong 
Kong  people  would  ‘‘rule 
Hong  Kong  with  a high 
degree  of  autonomy”,  and 
that  — except  for  defence  and 
foreign  affairs  — we  would  be 
masters  of  our  own  house. 

In  the  Joint  Declaration. 
Britain  and  China  clearly 
promised  Hong  Kong  an 
elected  legislature,  an  indepen- 
dent judiciary,  the  rule  of  law, 
personal  freedoms  and  a capi- 
talist economy.  These  prom- 
ises formed  the  basis  for  tbe 
British  parliament’s  and  the 
International  community's 
support  for  the  agreement 

Throughout  the  past  de- 
cade, China  has  broken  these 
promises  with  increasing  fre- 
quency, Today  China's  policy 
toward  Hong  Kong  can  be 
summarised  in  a single  word: 
controL  Mr  Blair  and  his  new 
government  must  urgently 
address  the  future  of  freedom, 
democracy,  human  rights  and 
the  rule  or law  In  Hong  Kong. 

With  China  already  making 
profound  changes  to  roll  back 


civil  liberties  laws  and 
elected  institutions,  what 
should  the  near  Labour  gov- 
ernment do? 

Defend  Hong  Kong’s  elected 
institutions.  Tbe  most  dam- 
aging blow  to  Hong  Kong's 
future  occurred  in  December 
1996,  when  400  members  of  a 
committee  handpicked  by 
China  met  to  appoint  a legis- 
lature. This  illegal  and  illegit- 
imate Provisional  Legislature 
(which  contains  a number  of 
members  who  were  defeated 
in  popular  elections  in  1991 
and  1995)  has  been  operating 
over  the  Chinese  border  since 
then.  It  will  be  passing  new 
restrictive  laws  until  the 
handover  on  July  l.  when  it 
will  unseat  the  Legislative 
Council  elected  in  1995  by 
Hong  Kong  people  to  a four- 
year  term. 

The  Labour  government 
should  treat  the  Provisional 
Legislature  as  tbe  illegal,  un- 
constitutional body  it  is  and 
be  prepared  to  go  to  the  Inter-' 
national  Court  of  Justice  to 
prove  the  pc  int- 


Llsten  lo  Hong  Kong 
people.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  people  of  Hong  Kong 
want  democracy,  human 
rights  and  the  rule  of  law. 
Whenever  Hong  Kong  people 
have  had  a chance  to  vote  — 
in  six  sets  of  elections  since 
1991 — they  have  overwhelm- 
ingly elected  members  of  my 
party  and  other  democratic 
allies,  even  in  the  face  of  Chi- 
na's opposition. 

Come  to  Hang  Kong  and  in- 
vestigate the  effects  of  Chi- 
na's appointed  legislature,  the 
recent  threats  to  roll  baric 
civil  liberties  and  the  intimi- 
dation of  the  press  by  talking 
to  Hong  Kong’s  elected  lead- 
ers. Then  decide  for  yourself 
whether  the  Foreign  Office's 
long-standing  policy  of  ap- 
peasing China  has  helped 
either  Hong  Kong  or  Britain. 

Don’t  sacrifice  Hong  Kong 
for  trade  with  China.  En- 
gagement with  China  is  good 
as  it  should  lead  to  enhanced 
understanding  on  Hong  Kong. 
Increasing  British  trade  with 


China  Is  also  fine.  But  there  is 
no  reason  why  expanded 
trade  with  China  and  closer 
economic  co-operation  should 
lead  to  the  loss  of  our  free- 
doms. 

Lead  on  Hong  Kong,  don’t 
follow.  Hong  Kong  is  in  the 
predicament  we  are  now  fee- 
ing because  China  has  not 
been  discouraged  from  eradi- 
cating elected  institutions 
and  rolling  back  freedoms. 
Indeed,  China  gave  two  years’ 
notice  that  It  would  set  np  an 
appointed  legislature  and  In- 
terpreted the  world’s  silence 
as  consent 

In  meetings  last  month, 
both  President  Clinton  and 
the  Canadian  prime  minister, 
Jean  Chretien,  assured  me 
that  they  would  support  free- 
doms In  Hong  Kong.  But 
North  America  and  Europe 
wDl  look  to  Britain  as  the 
Joint  Declaration  signatory  to 
lead  the  way  In  defending 
Hong  Kong.  The  new  Labour 
government  should  make 
sure  Hong  Kong  Is  high  on 
priorities  when  talking  to  al- 


lies — the  G7  meeting  in  Den- 
ver this  Jane  and  the  IMF 
summit  in  September  are  op- 
portunities to  keep  the  world 
spotlight  cm  Hong  Kong. 

Tbe  UK’s  obligations  to 
Hong  Kong  don’t  stop  with 
tbe  handover.  The  Joint  Dec- 
laration promises  Hong 
Kong’s  freedoms  and  way  of 
life  win  continue  unchanged 
for  at  least  50  years.  But  this 
year's  British  parliamentary 
report  on  Hang  Kong  shows 
China  Is  already  breaking  the 
agreement.  Labour’s  chal- 
lenge Is  to  bring  China  back 
to  (he  coarse  charted  in  1984. 

Labour  should  continue  to 
support  tile  Hong  Kong  gov- 
ernment under  Governor 
Chris  Patten,  and  be  aware 
that  civil  servants  arid  the 
business  community  are 

under  tremendous  pressure 
to  toe  Beijing's  line. 

Don’t  bow  to  economic 
blackmail  or  to  the- entirely 
predictable  insistence  of  Beij- 
ing’s leaders  that  Hong  Kong 
Is  China’s  internal  affair. 
Hong  Kong  is-  an  Interna- 


tional city  and.  China, 
together  with  Britain,  sought 
and  obtained  the  interna- 
tional community’s  public 
support  for  the  Joint  Declara- 
tion In  1984,  thereby  making 
these  countries  the  guaran- 
tors of  the  agreement.  Shortly 
after  signing  fee  Joint  Decla- 
ration, the  then  prime  minis- 
ter. Baroness  Thatcher,  said 
“the  eyes  of  the  world  are  on 
us” . If  things  go  badly  wrong 
for  Hong  Kong,  the  eyes  erf  the' 
world  win  he  on  Mr  Blair. 

We  in  Hong  Kong  note  Mr 
Blair’s  post-election  commit- 
ment to  “noble  causes,  duty 
and  decency".  There  cannot 
be  a more  noble  cause,  a 
greater  doty,  or  a more  decent  - 
thing  than  to  preserve  the 
freedoms  of  Bong  Kong's  85 
million  people.  With  just  over 
SO  days  to  a difference, 

the  new  Labour  6nwrri*nmt 
must  Indeed  hit  the  ground 
running. 

Martin  Lee.  QC.  is  chairman 
Of  the  Democratic  Party,  the. 
largest  party  In  Dong  Kong's 
elected  legislature.- 
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What  now  for  Britain’s  partners? 


EU’s  future 
‘depends  on 
French  poll’ 


Europe  has  always  been  dominated  bytheright,  but  after  Labour’s 
victory  French  voters  havethe  chance  to  tip  the  balance  for  the  left, 
writes  Michel  Rocard,  Socialist  prime  minister  from  1988-91 
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RITAIN  voted  on 
May  1,  France  will 
.do  so  on  May  25 
| and  June  1.  Each  of 
our  two  countries 
casts  its  vote  according  to  its 
verdict  on  the  recent  past  and 
its  picture  of  the  near  Future. 
But  this  time  the  stakes  in 
both  countries  go  far  beyond 
these  constraints  of  time  and 
space. 

Europe  was  bom  out  oT  the 
idea  of  a few  visionaries  half 
a century  ago.  It  brings 
together  countries  of  different 
languages  and  cultures  which 
have  often  fought  against 
each  other,  but  which  share  a 
strong  tradition  of  democ- 
racy. a high  standard  of  living 
and,  above  all  — the  feature 
that  distinguishes  Europe 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  — a 
good  standard  of  social  wel- 
fare. Europe  has  developed  a 
social  model  which,  in  today’s 
world  of  conflicts,  must  be 
defended  and  is  worthy  of 
export 

Struggling  along,  Europe 
has  been  built  through  the 
mutual  will  of  those  involved 
to  transcend  historical,  geo- 
graphical and  political  bound- 


aries. Women  and  men  from 
the  right  and  the  left  toe 
succeeded  in  raising  their 
shared  hopes  above  their  dif- 
ferences. As  these  divisions 
remain  marked,  the  joint  pro- 
ject has  always  necessitated 
negotiation,  compromise  and 
occasional  sacrifices,  some  of 
them  heavy. 

The  first  sacrifice,  and  the 
most  unjust  and  painful  one. 
has  been  European  social  pol- 
icy, which  has  been  sacrificed 
with  varying  degrees  of  sub- 
tlety at  the  altar  of  reciprocal 
concessions.  Britain  is  princi- 
pally to  blame. 

And  the  British  people  are 
the  very  ones  who  have  just, 
and  by  a landslide,  rejected 
this  refusal  to  give  Europe  the 
social  dimension  for  which  It 
is  crying  out  But  others  also 
must  take  some  blame  for  this 
refusal;  there  are  other 
causes  and  these  also  can 
change. 

Until  now,  Europe  has  al- 
ways been  dominated  politi- 
cally by  the  right  Admittedly, 
a number  of  its  member  gov- 
ernments have  at  one  time  or 
another  been  led  by  the  left 
But  the  left  has  never  become 
a powerful  enough  force  to 
impose  Its  priorities.  When 
the  left  had  strength  of  num- 


bers. it  lacked  power  because 
it  could  not  muster  enough  of 
Europe's  big  countries.  And 
when  it  did  have  the  power  it 
was  lacking  in  numbers. 

Whenever  France,  Ger- 
many, Italy  and  Britain  have 
had  leftwing  leaders,  chance 
has  left  them  isolated  Willy 
Brandt  and  Helmut  Schmidt 
had  to  work  with  Georges 
Pompidou,  Valery  Giscard 
d’Estaing,  Aldo  Moro.  Glolio 
Andreotti  and  finally  Marga- 
ret Thatcher.  Francois  Mitter- 
rand also  had  to  get  on  with 
her,  then  with  John  Major 
and  all  the  time  with  Helmut 
Kohl  and  Glolio  Andreotti. 

That  fateful  coincidence  can 
be  overcome  for  the  first  time 
if  the  French  so  desire.  Portu- 
gal, Greece,  Italy,  Luxem- 
bourg, the  Netherlands.  Den- 
mark, Austria,  Sweden  and 
Finland  have  leftwing  prime 
ministers.  Britain  now  has 
one.  The  right  is  in  power  in 
only  Germany,  Spain,  Belgium 
and  Ireland.  Ten  on  one  aide, 
four  on  the  other,  with  France 
in  the  middle. 

France  is  the  country  which 
will  tip  the  balance  in  Europe. 

If  France  votes  for  the  right 
all  hope  of  a new  direction 
will  be  destroyed.  The  pre- 
dominantly financial  vision 


Tm  Tony  Blair’  say  (left  to  right)  Socialist  leader  Lionel  Jospin,  prime  minister  Alain  Juppe  and  President  Jacques  Chirac  cartoon  pancho  lc  mpnc 


of  European  growth  will  con- 
tinue to  bold  sway,  because 
the  Berlin-Paris-Madrid  axis, 
even  though  numerically  in 
the  minority,  will  be  strong 
enough  in  all  policy  areas  to 
block  a more  voluntary, 
socially-orientated  vision. 

On  the  other  hand,  if 
France  votes  for  the  left,  the 
balance  of  power  will  shift 
completely.  Four  of  the  six 


founder  members  of  the  Euro- 
pean Union  — France.  Italy, 
the  Netherlands  and  Luxem- 
bourg — and  three  of  its  four 
largest  members  — France, 
Britain  and  Italy  — and  in  all 
11  of  the  15  members  will 
have  leftwing  governments. 
Together,  they  could  develop, 
rather  than  continue  to  de- 
stroy. this  social  model 
which,  along  with  freedom, 


culture  and  development, 
shapes  the  historical  identity 
which  distinguishes  us  from 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

There  would  not  be  fierce 
resistance  to  such  an  evolu- 
tion from  Germany,  where 
even  rightwing  governments 
have  always  taken  social  pol- 
icy seriously,  or  from  Spain 
and  Belgium,  where  social  de- 
mocracy is  still  powerful,  nor 


from  Ireland,  which  has 
much  to  gain  from  it 
in  short,  for  the  first  time 
all  the  conditions  are  right  for 
Europe  to  take  the  change  in 
policy  direction  which  is 
essential  for  us  all. 

Europe  is  still  the  most 
powerful  economic  and  intel- 
lectual bloc  in  the  world,  but 
its  position  is  weakening. 
Without  a jump-start,  in  30 


years  Europe  will  be.i  icclino 
logical  colony  of  Japan  anil  a 
financial  and  cultural  colons 
of  the  I'm u-d  States.  But  \vi 
can  provide  that  Jump-Mart 
on  May  25  and  June  1. 

The  French  hold  the  key 
not  just  to  their  future  for  iht 
next  five  years,  but  to  thi 
future  of  Europe.  Our  vuca 
tion  is  to  seize  this 

opportunity. 


Blair  factor  eludes  European  socialists 


LA  SXAM1A 


Barbara  Spinetfl 
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EUROPE’S  leftwing 
parties  feel  over- 
taken by  the  phe- 
nomenon. of  New 
Labour  bat  feel  they  cannot 
learn  a clear  lesson  from 
Tony  Blair's  victory. 

Especially  in  France,  the 
left  are  disorientated.  The 
electoral  campaign  they  are 
fighting  does  not  appear 
like  Mr  Blair’s.  For  more 
than  a decade  they  exer- 
cised power  under  Mitter- 
rand. but  the  experience  of 
government  did  not  change 
their  strategies. 

They  are  again  allied  to 
the  Communists,  as  in  1981. 
Lionel  Jospin’s  Socialists 
have  to  take  into  account 
the  wide  range  of  traditions 
of  the  French  left,  such  as 


Walter  Veltroni:  Proclaimed 
international  socialism  dead 


trade  unionism,  and  there- 
fore promise  a pause  in  rig- 
orous economic  policies 
and  European  monetary 
union.  If  Mr  Jospin  wins 
the  elections  held  on  May 
25  and  June  l.  it  win  not  be 
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because  the  French  left  has 
rewritten  its  ideology  in 
the  way  the  German  Social 
Democrats  did  in  1958-59, 
or  Labour  did  over  the  last 
three  years.  Mr  Jospin 
promises  to  defend  an  en- 
trenched position,  and  even 
to  renegotiate  the  Maas- 
tricht rules  if  they  entail 
more  sacrifices. 

For  this  reason,  the  mod- 
erates of  the  French  right 
have  appropriated  Mr 
Blair's  triumph  as  a victory 
not  of  socialism  but  of  mod- 
erate capitalism.  This  is 
why  there  is  such  confusion 
in  Paris  about  what  New 
Labour  means  for  Europe. 

There  is  also  confusion  in 
Italy,  where  the  centre-left 
government  feels  consider- 
able affinity  with  Tony 
Blair.  There  is  almost  too 
much  zeal  in  the  way  in 
which  the  deputy  prime 
minister.  Walter  Veltroni, 
has  announced  the  death  of 


international  socialism.  If, 
according  to  Mr  Veltroni, 
everything  is  explained  by 
“accepting  the  new  global- 
ised economy”  or  “taking 
on  a liberal,  catholic,  cen- 
trist culture”,  then  the 
battle  of  ideas  between  two 
opposing  formations  has  no 
meaning  anymore.  One  po- 

Outside  Britain, 
the  left  has  to  be 
at  the  same  time 
Thatcher  and  Blair 


Htical  Idea  predominates, 
implemented  by  leaders 
with  one  objective:  to  serve 
world  capitalism. 

In  part.  Mr  Blair’s  vic- 
tory Is  exactly  this,  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  classical 

contrasts  between  right 


and  left  As  with  President 
Clinton’s  re-election  in  the 
United  States,  we  are  see- 
ing the  emergence  of  a new 
breed  of  political  leader  in 
Europe,  who  does  not  have 
political  programmes  but 
only  strategies  to  obtain 
and  maintain  power,  and  is 
always  tempted  by  plebisci- 
tary forms  of  democracy. 

But  Mr  Blair  does  not 
only  represent  “the  accep- 
tance of  globalisation”,  or  a 
desire  to  resolve  complex 
questions  such  as  Europe 
through  referendums.  He 
represents  the  desire  to  In- 
troduce some  regulation 
into  politics  and  globalisa- 
tion. He  also  embodies  the 
long  and  difficult  battle  to 
reform  the  left  in  Britain, 
emancipating  it  from  the 
trade  unions. 

Before  winning  power  he 
already  had  the  attitude  of 
a leader.  Mr  Jospin  does 
not  have  this-  leadership 


capacity  yet,  and  nor  does 
Oskar  Lafontalne  in  Ger- 
many. Gerhard  Schroder 
would  have  it  if  Germany’s 
Social  Democratic  Party 
really  wanted  to  win  the 
next  election  and  invent  its 
own  Blair-  Massimo  D’ 
Alema  [leader  of  Italy's 
PDS]  could  have  it,  if  he 
managed  to  remove  the 
trade  unions  from  the  im- 
mobilising influence  of  the 
Communist  Refoundation. 

Mr  Blair  is  not  necessar- 
ily more  ingenious  tha-n 
other  European  leftwing 
leaders.  His  task  has  been 
facilitated  by  the  Conserva- 
tives, who  have  changed 
Britain,  reduced  the  trade 
unions’  power  and  gener- 
ated the  need  for  New 
Labour.  In  other  European 
countries,  the  left  itself  has 
to  implement  these  liberal 
changes,  and  to  be  at  the 
same  time  Margaret 
Thatcher  and  Tony  Blair. 


Bouquets  hide  thorny  problems 


Comment 


dietageszeftung 

THE  European  Union  is 
expecting  from  the  new 
British  prime  minister  a 
more  enthusiastic  and  more 
compliant  attitude  on  Euro- 
pean integration.  Tony  Blair, 
meanwhile,  sees  the  EU  as  a 
forum  for  political  exposition: 
he  wants  to  put  his  stamp  on 
Europe  and,  in  the  words  of 
his  foreign  minister  Robin 
Cook,  to  restore  Britain  to  its 


"rightful  place”  as  one  of  the 
three  leading  countries  of 
Western  Europe,  alongside 
Germany  and  France. 

There  is  a fair  measure  of 
wishful  thinking  on  both 
sides.  The  EU  cannot  be 
swayed  from  the  firm  convic- 
tion that  the  natural  course  of 
events  is  for  one  European 
country  after  another  to  join 
its  caravan.  Labour  is  clearly 
harking  back  to  the  old  mind- 
set of  the  euphoric  post-war 
era  when  victorious  Britain 
regarded  itself  as  the  leader  of 
Europe,  and  was  puzzled 
when  continental  Europeans 
saw  things  differently. 


It  appears  inevitable  that 
these  two  concepts  will  soon 
result  in  uncomfortable  dis- 
agreement Mr  Blair  has  been 
dealt  the  weaker  hand,  since 
the  timetable  is  already  fixed. 
The  EU  special  summit  takes 
place  in  three  weeks'  time, 
and  a month  later  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  inter-governmen- 
tal conference  in  Amsterdam 
to  revise  the  Maastricht 
treaty. 

However,  the  Franco-Ger- 
man consortium  at  the  head 
of  the  EU  should  not  just  lean 
back  and  await  the  arrival  erf 
the  British.  Labour  is  taking 
over  a Britain  in  better  eco- 


nomic shape  than  the  rest  of 
Europe,  hence  the  logic  of 
Britain  joining  the  EU  unifi- 
cation project  is  far  from 
clear. 

Even  British  supporters  of 
the  single  currency  frequently 
plead  for  a postponement  on 
pragmatic  grounds.  Mr  Blair's 
overwhelming  victory  and  the 
pending  elections  in  France 
may  now  provoke  a reaction 
in  German  politics.  An  open 
(tiawMsirm  of  the  advantages, 
disadvantages  and  likely  con- 
sequences of  a common  cur- 
rency, as  has  long  been  under 
way  in  Britain  and  France, 
would  be  a start. 


Clydesdale  Bank 
BASE  RATE 

Clydesdale  Bank  PLC 
announces  that  with  effect 
from  dose  of  business  on 
6th  May  1997  its  Base  Rate 
has  changed  from  6.00%  to 
6.25%  per  annum. 

Clydesdale  Bank 


Tailoring  banking  to  your  needs 


TlW  COOPERATIVE  BANK 


BASE  RATE 
CHANGE 

With  effect  from 
Wednesday  7th  May  1997, 
Co-operative  Bank  Base  Rate 
changes  from  6.00%  p.a. 
to  6.25%  p.a. 
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Wonderful  for 
Copenhagen 


FOIalTIKEN 


Lars  Olsen 


LABOUR’S  victory  is 
good  news  for  Den- 
mark’s European  Union 
policies.  Like  the  Danes, 
labour  stresses  the  environ- 
ment, employment  and  em- 
ployee rights  in  the  Union 
and  Prime  Minister  Tony 
Blair  can  become  an  impor- 
tant ally  for  Denmark. 

Labour  wants  Britain  to 
join  European  collaboration 
on  employee  rights,  the  so- 
called  social  chapter  which 
Britain  has  so  far  rejected. 
That  brings  London  broadly 
into  agreement  with  Copen- 
hagen on  the  issue  of  work- 
ers’ minimum  rights. 

Danish  diplomats  also  ex- 
pect that  the  Labour  govern- 
ment will  be  open  to  Den- 
mark’s wish  for  a specific 
employment  chapter  in  the 
new  EU  treaty  to  be  negoti- 
ated at  the  inter-govemmen- 
tal  conference.  So  far  this  de- 
mand has  met  with  British 
and  German  opposition. 

Britain  is  also  expected  to 
take  a more  open  view  on  en- 
vironmental concerns  previ- 
ously blocked  by  the  Conser- 
vative government  However. 
Denmark  is  still  not  assured 
of  success  In  its  demand  for 
tougher  standards  which 
would  allow  individual  mem- 
ber states  to  set  their  own 
standards  above  the  agreed 
European  minimum. 

Labour  will  continue  to  op- 
pose a strengthening  of  Brus- 
sels’ powers  over  security  and 
justice. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the 
British  will  oppose  a supra- 
national asylum  policy  and  a 
general  European  adoption  of 
the  Schengen  policy  on  open 
borders.  Denmark  also  has  its 
reservations  in  these  areas. 
But  Britain’s  continued 


rejection  of  a common  Euro- 
pean approach  to  asylum  laws 
and  justice  will  not  solve  Den- 
mark’s specific  problems  at 
the  IGC.  Unlike  Denmark. 
Britain  remains  outside 
Schengen  and.  as  an  island 
nation,  finds  it  easier  to  estab- 
lish its  own  regulations  on 
refugees  and  border  controls. 

The  most  important  change 
will  only  become  clear  in  the 
long  run.  in  recent  years  the 
Conservative  government 
managed  to  isolate  Britain 
completely  in  the  EU.  Even  on 
occasions  when  Denmark 
agreed  with  the  British,  it 
was  not  "the  done  thing"  to 
say  so  openly,  according  to 
Danish  diplomats. 

More  proactive  British  di- 
plomacy can  create  an  impor- 
tant ally  for  the  Nordic 
countries,  on  issues  such  as 
free  trade,  continued  collabo- 
ration with  the  United  States 
and  EU  expansion  into  east- 
ern Europe. 

All  in  all.  Mr  Blair's  victory 
will  strengthen  those  Europe- 
ans who  aim  to  pull  collabora- 
tion in  the  direction  of  north 
European,  social  democratic 
views. 
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Boldness  be  his  friend 

Gordon  Brown  can’t  be  judged  until  his  budget 


GORDON  BROWN  gets  full  marks  for 
bravado.  He  scarcely  had  time  to  stroke 
the  Downing  Street  cat  before  raising 
interest  rates  (by  0.25  per  cent)  and 
giving  the  Bank  of  England  virtual 
independence  on  a far  quicker  time- 
scale than  his  p re-electoral  speeches 
gave  us  to  believe.  The  new  chancellor’s 
speed  of  action  is  a tribute  both  to  the 
thoroughgoing  preparation  Labour  has 
done  in  opposition  and  to  the  longterm 
thinking  it  has  put  into  its  new  eco- 
nomic strategy.  Even  its  sternest  critics 
must  admit  that  having  an  independent 
central  bank  for  the  next  few  years  will 
provide  valuable  track  experience 
while  Britain  decides  whether  to  take 
the  ultimate  step  of  joining  an  Indepen- 
dent European  central  bank.  If  the  ex- 
periment fails  (eg  if  the  single-minded 
quest  for  low  inflation  strangles  the 
economy)  then  no-one  in  their  right- 
mind  would  cede  independence  to 
Europe.  But  if  it  succeeds  then  the 
worst  fears  about  joining  a European 
monetary  union  might  be  allayed. 

For  Labour  there  are  two  other 
strong  advantages.  First,  an  indepen- 
dent Bank  provides  an  insurance  policy 
— in  the  form  of  a credihle  anti-infla- 
tion strategy  — to  placate  the  financial 
markets  should  Britain  stay  out  of  the 
European  project.  Second,  it  cuts  the 
new  government  adrift  of  all  the  Old 
Labour  expectations  like  public  sector 
unions  expecting  favours.  In  future  the 
chancellor  will  be  able  to  say  it’s  not 
within  his  power  to  make  special  cases: 
the  Bank  rules,  OK?  Future  interest 
rates  will  be  decided  by  a vote  by  a 
nine-person  monetary  committee  in- 
cluding four  outside  experts.  The  Gov- 
ernment will  be  completely  in  charge 
politically.  It  will  lay  down  the  inflation 
target  and  the  Bank  will  have  the 
technician’s  job  of  achieving  it  The 
Bank’s  task  includes  supporting  the 
Government’s  “objectives  for  growth 
and  employment”.  This  sounds  similar 


to  the  moves  among  EU  countries  to 
have  an  employment  criterion  inserted 
into  the  Maastricht  criteria  (which  the 
change  of  government  in  Britain  ought 
to  give  an  easy  passage  to)  but  in 
practice  it  is  the  inflation  target  which 
will  have  precedence. 

Yesterday’s  package  deserves  support 
as  the  first  radical  move  of  the  new 
government  The  trouble  is  that  it  is 
only  half  a sandwich.  We  won't  know 
whether  it  will  work  until  we  know 
what  New  Labour’s  fiscal  policy  will  be 
like  in  the  forthcoming  budget  If  yes- 
terday’s increase  in  interest  rates  is 
only  a sop  to  an  expectant  City  while  a 
credible  fiscal  policy  is  prepared  then 
all  will  be.  well.  It  is  often  when  fiscal 
policy  is  lax  — as  with  Kenneth 
Clarke's  refusal  to  raise  taxes  to  reduce 
the  borrowing  requirement  — that 
monetary  policy  leads  to  unacceptably 
high  interest  rates.  There  were  some 
hopeful  signs  yesterday  that  although 
shor-term  interest  rates  were  raised, 
long-term  rates  (a  proxy  for  future  in- 
flation) eased  a bit  But  this  is  a danger- 
ous game.  Yesterday  also  saw  the  pound 
rising  to  even  more  manic  heights.  It  is 
now.  ludicrously,  23J>  per  cent  higher 
than  last  August  against  the  D-mark 
and  19  per  cent  up  against  the  basket  of 
major  currencies.  It  is  even  higher 
against  the  D-mark  than  it  was  immedi- 
ately before  the  calamity  of  Black 
Wednesday  in  September  1992.  This  is 
totally  at  odds  with  the  desperate  need 
to  encourage  investment  and  exports  by 
industry  and  to  have  a competitive 
pound  — which  happens  to  be  one  of 
Labour's  other  objectives. 

If  this  is  the  start  of  a new  phase  of 
industrial  bloodletting,  Britain  and  the 
Labour  Party  will  be  the  losers.  If  it  is  a 
holding  move  while  we  await  a radical 
rebalancing  of  economic  policy  in  the 
budget  then  it  can  be  lived  with.  For  the 
moment  the  new  government  should  be 
given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 


Defining  the  new  Tory  project 

It’s  time  to  face  up  to  real  life  without  illusions 


IN  ONE  sense  it  hardly  matters  who  is 
to  be  the  next  leader  of  the  Conserva- 
tive Party,  for  John  Major's  party  was 
hit  so  hard  by  the  electorate  last  Thurs- 
day that  it  suddenly  seems  almost  irrel- 
evant to  the  politics  of  the  new  era. 
Overnight,  it  has  become  unclear  what 
the  party  now  stands  for  and  for  whom, 
outside  the  elderly  English  professional 
classes,  it  still  speaks.  And  yet  the 
Conservative  Party  has  faced  crises 
before  and  proved  itself  the  great  survi- 
vor. Until  last  week  it  seemed  to  many, 
including  its  enemies,  to  speak  for 
something  enduring  in  British  politics. 
Parties  don’t  just  die  — or  do  they? 

If  the  Conservative  Party  is  to  begin 
the  road  to  recovery  then  the  most 
important  decision  it  will  take  will  not 
be  about  its  leader  but  about  the  nature 
of,  for  want  of  a better  word,  its  project 
In  the  few  days  since  May  1,  the  party 
has  barely  made  a shot  at  doing  that 
Quite  clearly,  it  is  in  deep  shock.  The 
point  is  that  the  Tory  Party  has  become 
obsessed  with  fighting  a phoney  nation- 
alist battle  and  consequently  has  been 
expelled  from  the  centre  ground  of 
British  politics  more  dramatically  than 
at  any  time  in  its  history.  Any  candi- 
date who  seriously  believes  that  the 
only  thing  wrong  with  the  Tory  cam- 
paign in  1997  is  that  it  was  not  national- 
ist enough  is  mirroring  the  delusions  of 
those  who  believed  that  Labour  lost  in 
1983  because  its  programme  was  insuffi- 
ciently socialist 

Looked  at  from  Tony  Blair’s  desk,  the 
best  possible  decision  that  the  Tories 


could  take  would  therefore  be  to  elect 
John  Redwood  or  Peter  Lilley  as  their 
leader.  Such  a move  would  set  May  1 in 
stone  and  guarantee  that  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  would  become  unelectable 
for  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  Con- 
versely. the  most  dangerous  choice  for 
Mr  Blair  would  be  if  the  party  chose 
Kenneth  Clarke  or  Stephen  Dorrell, 
because  these  are  the  only  two  candi- 
dates who  have  their  eyes  on  the  recap- 
ture of  the  centre.  But  in  its  present 
mood  the  Conservatives  do  not  have  the 
sense  or  the  discipline  to  follow  these 
men.  That  leaves  the  candidates  who 
are  instinctively  of  the  right  but  who 
are  prepared  to  tack  steadily  towards 
the  centre  In  search  of  votes  — which 
leaves  William  Hague  and  Michael 
Howard  now  that  Gillian  Shephard  has 
declined.  Is  any  of  these  a Conservative 
Neil  Kinnock,  let  alone  a Tory  Tony 
Blair?  It  isn't  obvious. 

Yet  the  Tories  must  either  march  to 
the  centre  ground  or  else  embrace  elec- 
toral reform.  Any  decision  will  involve 
the  sacrifice  of  dogma  and  a readiness 
to  change,  and  these  are  not  conspicu- 
ous characteristics  of  a party  which  has 
been  in  multifarious  decline  in  the 
1990s.  But  there  are  no  soft  options  for 
the  Conservatives.  Before  it  chooses  its 
leader,  the  Tory  party  needs  to  do 
something  it  has  probably  never  done 
before,  and  follow  the  advice  of 
GramscL  His  advice  to  turn  your  face 
violently  towards  things  as  they  really 
are  is  the  only  possible  starting-point 
for  the  Conservatives  today. 


Labour  defies  the  curse  of  Byron 

Beyond  the  Marbles,  what  about  the  other  lifted  treasure? 


THE  FOREIGN  OFFICE  said  that  they 
should  be  returned  after  the  war  to 
reward  our  Greek  ally;  the  British  Mu- 
seum had  no  objection;  and  it  was  only 
Clement  Attlee  who  saved  the  Elgin 
Marbles  for  Britain.  Four  decades  later 
when  Melina  Mercouri  made  a formal 
niaiiri,  Neil  Kinnock  spoke  out  in  favour 
while  Michael  Foot  reminded  us  that 
Lord  Byron  had  pronounced  “a  terrible 
curse”  on  those  who  pillage  the  Parthe- 
non. So  it  is  no  surprise  that  the  first 
act  of  the  new  Labour  Government  has 
been. . . to  rule  out  returning  the  Mar- 
bles to  Greece.  On  Sunday  Chris  Smith, 
the  new  heritage  secretary,  braved  the 
curse  of  Byron  and  said  no. 

Lord  Elgin,  as  British  ambassador  to 
Constantinople,  originally  intended 
only  to  take  plaster  casts  of  the  Parthe- 
non frieze.  But  faced  with  resistance  by 
local  officials  he  decided  on  a more 
radical  plan.  No  one  denies  that  the 
sculptures  were  crumbling  away  and 


were  probably  “saved”  by  Elgin. 
Equally,  no  one  seriously  suggests  that 
Greece  today  would  fail  to  give  high- 
profile  attention  to  these  national  trea- 
sures (though  they  have  taken  less 
trouble  to  preserve  other  monuments 
from  pollution).  So  why  not  be  generous 
and  just  send  them  back? 

Greek  demands  for  the  return  of  the 
Marbles  sometimes  seem  immoderate 
in  style  if  not  in  substance:  the  speed 
with  which  the  culture  minister  in 
Athens  has  raised  the  issue  was  per- 
haps ill-advised.  But  the  main  objection 
appears  based  on  the  fear  of  establish- 
ing a precedent:  half  the  contents  of 
most  Western  museums  are  stuffed 
with  artefacts  lifted  or  looted  from  de- 
pendent countries  which  have  since 
gained  their  freedom.  This  is  the  larger 
issue  which  has  to  be  addressed  on  an 
international  level  by  Unesco  — which 
a Labour  government  is  pledged  to 
rejoin.  (Yes,  it’s  in  the  manifesto.) 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Cabinet  full  of  goodies 


Your  secret  is  safe  with  us  — 
once  it’s  in  the  incinerator 


Apparently  the  pro- 
motion of  Frank  Field 
as  Minister  for  Social 
Security  is  “long  over- 
due" (Blair's  two  surprises. 
May  5).  The  Conservatives’ 
favourite  Labour  MP  is  “the 
ideal  man  to  examine  long- 
term reform  of  social 
security". 

Mr  Field  is  a harsh  critic  of 
social  security  fraud,  but  rela- 
tively silent  on  the  real  frauds 
that  have  been  perpetrated 
against  the  poor  — from  tax 
avoidance  to  the  continual 
cutting  of  benefits.  These  are 
the  real  issues  that  Labour 
“has  ducked  for  far  too  long". 

The  promotion  of  Frank 
Field  sends  exactly  the  wrong 
message  to  the  young  unem- 
ployed and  to  single  parents, 
namely  that  Peter  Lilley  may 
have  gone,  but  his  policies 
will  continue. 

Tony  Greenstein. 

Brighton  Unemployed  Centre, 
6 Tilbury  Place, 

Brighton, 

East  Sussex  BN2  2GY. 

THE  DISQUIET  many 
Labour  voters  feel  at 
Frank  Field's  appointment  is 
due  chiefly  to  New  Labour’s 
unwillingness  to  embrace 
aims,  or  even  use  words  such 
as  “full  employment”  or 
“reduction  of  unemployment 
down  to  an  insignificant 
level". 

Annette  Mill  ward. 

23  Percy  Road. 

Isleworth, 

Middlesex  TW7  7HD. 


African  encore 

CHRIS  McGreal's  graphic 
account  of  events  in  Zaire 
(Neighbours  put  Zaire  to  the 
sword.  May  5)  correctly  por- 
trays events  in  that  unhappy 
country,  but  there  is  rather 
more  to  the  background. 

During  the  cold  war.  West- 
ern powers  were  none  too  par- 
ticular about  whom  we  sup- 
ported In  Africa  just  so  long  as 
they  were  anti-CommunisL 
Hence  France.  Belgium  and 
the  US  and,  to  a lesser  extent 
the  UK,  propped  up  the  ruth- 
less kleptocracy  of  President 
Mobutu,  who  in  turn  gave  sup- 
port to  the  anti-MFLA  forces 
in  Angola.  I almost  choked 
when  I heard  the  White  House 
spokesman  the  other  day  de- 
scribe Mobutu's  rule  as  “a  dic- 
tatorship”. Twas  ever  so. 

We  cannot  therefore  in  the 
wider  world  acquit  ourselves 
of  some  responsibility  and 
treat  this  as  a little  local  diffi- 
culty. In  particular,  we  are  in 
danger  of  repeating  the  mis- 
take if  we  simply  transfer  our 
backing  to  the  rebel  adven- 
turer Laurent  Kabila.  If  Zaire 
is  to  enjoy  a settled  and  unex- 
ploited future  it  is  essential 
that  the  people  of  Zaire  be 
allowed  an  interim  govern- 
ment to  draw  np  a constitu- 
tion to  enable  the  creation  of  a 
sustainable  democracy  and  a 
free  choice  of  government. 

(Rt  Hon)  Sir  David  SteeL 
Aikwood  Tower, 

Selkirk  TD75HJ. 

IF  combined  forces  from 
Rwanda.  Angola,  Uganda. 
Eritrea  and  Zaire  have  fought 
to  overthrow  President  Mo- 
butu. an  autocrat  kept  in 
power  by  Western  govern- 
ment, then  Africa  must  be 
coming  into  her  own. 

But  for  Chris  McGreal  to 
suggest  that  Zaireans  must  be 
wondering  "if  they  have  not 
been  occupied  by  foreigners" 
is  to  ignore  two  crucial  facts, 
namely  that  the  plight  of  the 
Zairean  people  is  a regional 
rather  than  merely  being  an 
internal  problem,  and  that  in- 
stability in  a single  African 
country  immediately  spills 
over  onto  her  neighbours.  One 
must  also  not  Ignore  the  su- 
perficiality of  Africa’s 
“national"  borders  which 
often  cut  across  peoples  of  the 
same  ethnic  group. 

(Rev  i Amos  Kaslbante. 

7 Geraldine  Ro3d, 

London  SW182NR, 


IN  CONTRAST  to  your  wide 
coverage  of  the  various 
ministerial  appointments,  in- 
cluding your  jubilation  at  the 
appointment  of  Tony  Banks 
as  Junior  Sports  Minister, 
you  have  significantly  ig- 
nored the  historic  appoint- 
ment of  Paul  Boateng  as  the 
first  black  minister  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Government 
While  I was  hopeful  that 
this  highly  talented  and  artic- 
ulate politician  would  be  of- 
fered a more  senior  post  nev- 
ertheless his  appointment 
will  be  celebrated  by  the  vast 
majority  of  black  people  in 
the  UK 

Richard  Renwick. 

11  Haileybury  Road, 

West  Brldgford, 

Nottingham  NG2  7BE. 

JOHN  Prescott  on  cars 
(Minister  for  everything, 
May  6)  certainly  does  have 
the  potential  to  convert  a 
wasteful,  expensive,  health- 
damaging  and  city-destroying 
transport  system  into  a world 
standard  model  of  good 
practice. 

Ending  the  love  affair  with 
the  car  win  reduce  public  ex- 
penditure. improve  the  health 
of  the  population,  preserve 
and  protect  the  environment, 
create  jobs  and  increase  com- 
munity well-being  in  cities. 
Go  for  it,  John! 

(Prof)  John  Whitelegg. 
Liverpool  John  Moores 
University, 

Clarence  Street, 

Liverpool  L3  5UG. 


I WAS  delighted  with  the  five 
women  in  the  Cabinet,  the 
first  out  gay  Cabinet  Minister 
and  the  first  blind  Cabinet 
Minister.  I hope  that  we  won't 
forget  that  discrimination 
was  overcome,  not  by  New 
Labour  but  by  traditional 
campaigns  engaged  in  by 
people  who  were  subse- 
quently described  as  "loony 
lefties”  and  from  whom  New 
Labour  rapidly  distanced  it- 
self: 

Fundamental  progressive 
change  is  never  won  without 
grassroots  struggle.  If  we  for- 
get that  mid  imagine  that  we 
can  leave  it  all  to  the  New 
Labour  majority,  we  will  be 
in  for  sad  disillusion  after  the 
euphoria  is  over. 

Jenny  Weinstein. 

21  Parklands  Road, 

London  EClR  3ER 

YOUR  leader  (May  5)  said 
Frank  Dobson's  move  to 
health  was  a mistake  . . . that 
Chris  Smith,  who  had  spent 
ritnp  months  studying  this 
complex  brief  is  being 
replaced  by  a man  who  has  no 
experience  of  health 
administration. 

However,  the  Financial 
Times  says  Mr  Dobson  was  a 
pugnacious  opposition  health 
spokesman  a decade  ago, 
being  a combative  opponent 
to  the  private  medical 
sector. . . 

Graham  Parish. 

23  Worthington  Road, 
Surbiton. 

Surrey  KT6  7RU. 


Ripe  grounds  for  dissent? 


THE  destruction  of  many 
old  football  grounds  (Foot- 
ball is  leaving  home.  May  5)  in 
order  for  clubs  to  meet  the 
safety  standards  of  the  Taylor 
report  should  give  cause  for 
concern.  In  following  my  team 
(Wimbledon)  around  tbe 
country,  I am  struck  by  bow 
many  of  the  new  grounds  look 
exactly  the  same:  practical, 
utilitarian  — but  ultimately 
soulless. 

Imagine  tbe  outcry  if  a num- 
ber of  regional  theatres  were 
under  a similar  threat  I ex- 
pect preservation  orders 


would  be  enforced  and  govern- 
ment support  found  to  con- 
struct new  theatres  which 
would  retain  many  of  the  old 
architectural  features.  But 
then  again,  subsidies  for 
middle-class  recreation  have 
always  been  popular  with 
those  in  power-  Now  that  we 
have  a government  for  all  the 
people,  we  should  treat  our 
theatres  of  working-class  re- 
creation. our  football  grounds, 
with  the  same  respect 
Colin  Adkins. 

55b  Kingscourt  Road, 

London  SW16  1JA. 


Rushdie  written  out  of  the  script 


I LEARN  from  the  Guardian 
(Things  can  only  get  better. 
May  5)  that  there  have  been 
rumours  in  Pakistan  of  my  al- 
leged “secret  hand"  in  the 
script  of  the  film  about  the 
life  of  Mr  M A Jinn  ah.  now 
being  made.  May  I just  say 
that  I have  never  been  in- 
volved in  this  project  in  any 
way  whatsoever.  "(The] 
Satanic  Verses  led  to  wide- 
spread rioting  and  deaths  in 


Pakistan,"  your  correspon- 
dent adds.  I remind  readers 
that  at  the  time  of  those  riots 
not  a single  copy  of  my  novel 
had  reached  Pakistan;  Islam- 
ist politicians  and  mullahs  In- 
cited the  disturbances  in  a bid 
to  destabilise  the  Pakistani 
government  of  the  day.  and 
that  the  political  motivation 
of  the  riots  was  instantly  rec- 
ognised by  that  government. 
Salman  Rushdie. 


Pill  pooper 

DR  David  Roberts  is  wrong 
to  say  that  there  is  effec- 
tively no  supervision  of  sales 
of  medicines  in  pharmacies 
(Letter,  May  2).  By  law.  any 
medicine  which  is  not  pre- 
scription-only and  can  only  be 
purchased  at  a pharmacy  must 
be  sold  under  the  supervision 
of  a pharmacist  He  'she  takes 
responsibility  for  such  sales 
and  must  be  present 
John  Ferguson. 

Secretary.  Royal  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain. 

1 Lambeth  High  Street 
London  SEl  7JN. 


Dole  indeed 

NEIL  Hamilton  cannot 
claim  Unemployment 
Benefit  as  his  own  party  abol- 
ished it  in  October  1996  (Los- 
ing MP  hunts  Job.  May  6).  He 
may  be  entitled  to  Job  Seek- 
er's Allowance  For  six 
months,  but  only  if  he  can 
satisfy-  the  Benefits  Agency 
that  he  did  not  lose  his  last 
job  as  a result  of  gross 
misconducL 
Samantha  Harney. 

Reading  Community  Welfare 
Rights  Unit. 

17  Chatham  Street, 

Reading  RGJ  7JF. 


SIR  Thomas  Legg  (Letters. 

May  5)  wrote  to  reassure 
readers  on  vote  tracing  and 
set  out  tbe  protections  that 
exist  to  keep  our  votes  con- 
fidential- Liberty,  with  tbe 
Electoral  Reform  Society, 
published  a report  a tew  days 
before  the  election  drawing 
attention  to  the  simple  proce- 
dures which  allow  the  au-' 
thorities  with  access  to  the 
votes  and  counterfoils  to 
check  how  we  voted. 

I am  not  suggesting  that 
this  is  a common  practice  but 
what  Sir  Thomas  could  not 
say  was  that  votes  cannot  be 
traced  or  that  it  has  never 
happened. 

1 have  no  way  of  knowing 
whether  vote  tracing  has 
died.  Whatl  do  know  is  that  it 
remains  a significant  poss- 
ibility. The  cases  of  fraud  that 
it  is  designed  to  prevent  or 
uncover,  on  the  other  hand, 
virtually  never  affect  the 
result  in  a single  seat  A 
secret  ballot  is  a fundamental 
part  of  our  democracy.  With- 
out, complete  reassurance, 
some  people  will  not  vote. 
John  Wadham. 

Director,  Liberty. 

21  Tabard  Street, 

London  SEl. 

SIR  Thomas  Legg  foiled  to 
mention  that  security 
around  the  ballot  papers  is 
not  all  it  is  cracked  up  to  be. 
In  1981,  Gordon  Winter  — an 
former  agent  of  Bees,  the 
South  African  secret  service 
— claimed  that  the  South 
African  government  knew  the 
identity  of  everyone  who 
voted  for  the  Communist 
Party  of  Great  Britain,  thanks 
to  MI5  Simply  matching  the 
appropriate  ballot  papers  to 
their  corresponding  counter- 
foils and  passing  on  the  infor- 
mation. Each  document  bears 
the  same  serial  number. 

One  year  and  a day  after 
tbe  1987  general  election,  I 


witnessed  the  destruction  of 
the  nation's  ballot  papers  at 
the  North  London  Waste  Au- 
thority plant  Security  was 
lax;  the  papers  were  simply 
bumfledrup  in  paper  sarics, 
and  hundreds  of  ballot  papers 
and  counterfoils  spilled  for  all 
to  see. 

The  one  positive  outcome  of 
that  event  however,  was  teat 
tbe  91  tons  of  election  docu- 
ments were  incinerated  to 
generate . electricity  for  the 
Tottenham  area  of  north 
London. 

David  Northmore. 
Welllngton  House, 

125  Strand, 

London  WC2R  OBB. 

CORRESPONDENTS  wor- 
ried about  the  secrecy  of 
ballots  should  note  the  extra 
safeguard  at  the  county  coun- 
cil elections  of  making  the 
very  election,  virtually  secret 
Admittedly  the  minimal 
media  publicity  was  endan- 
gered by  some  candidates 
publishing  their  own  litera- 
ture and  knocking  on  voters’ 
doors. 

Of  course  comparisons  with 
the  general  election  are  not 
totally  valid  because  the 
prime  purpose  of  county 
council  elections  is  to  forecast 
the  general  election  result 
Hence  the  even  lower  media 
interest  in  the  May  1 county 
council  election  results. 

Why  repeat  the  “opinion 
survey”  when  the  real  gen- 
eral election  results  are 
available? 

(Cllr)  John  Palmer. 

East  Hampshire  District 
19  Woodstock  Avenue, 
Waterloovflle. 

Hants  POS9TF. 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
onlyan  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  plesse  Include  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear.- 


Fund’s  fair 

OVER  the  last  few  years 
the  leadership  of  the 
Ring's  Fund,  haw  pursued  a 
zig-zag  course.  Controversy 
has  now  focused  on  one  of  the 
contenders  for  the  Fund’s  top 
post  Leonard  Schaeffer  of 
California’s  WellPoint  Health 
Networks  (Crisis  at  King's 
Fund.  May  6).  WellPoint  after 
receiving  many  mill  ions  in 
tax  subsidies,  was  the  first 
non-profit  Blue  Cross  insur- 
ance plan  to  convert  to  profit- 
making  status.  Its  initial 
plans  involved  executive 
stock  options  and  it  was  only 
after  pressure  from  regulators 
that  the  company  established 


trust  ftinds  to  pay  back  some 
of  their  accumulated  gains 
Since  1993,  when  WellPoint 
was  formed,  many  thousands 
more  have  swelled  the  ranks 
of  the  medically  uninsured. 

Schaeffer  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  an  adaptive  anH 
highly  skilled  businessman, 
the  ideal  corporate  helmsman 
for  an  industry  set  on  a 
course  towards  rampant  firee- 
market  capitalism  it  is  flat- 
tering for  the  Fund  that  such 
a person  should  want  a Job 
there;  on  the  other  hand,  if  he 
accepts  it,  isn't  the  King’s 
Fund  courting  total 
irrelevance? 

Geof  Rayner. 

9 Dalebury  Road, 

London  SW17  7HQ, 


A Country  Diary 


TAMAR  VALLEY:  Drifts  Of 
foaming  white  cherry 
blossom  have  been  succeeded 
by  an  equally  fhntastic  dis- 
play of  apple.  In  Cleave's  old 
orchard.  ■ above  Glamorgan 
Hill,  Burcombe  cherries  have 
already  set.  hunches  of  hard, 
green,  olive-like  fruits 
emerged  from  delicate  petals 
and  sqpals,  now  withered  and 
blown  away.  Apple  blossom -is 
fading,  overtaken  by  leaves, 
but  an  old  Jubilee’s  lichened 
twigs  are  still  thickly  covered 
In  perfect  pink  and  white 
blooms.  Under  encroaching 
oak,  elder  and  hazel,  amongst 
bluebells,  uncurling  ferns, 
campions  and  brambles,  rows 
of  Double  Whiles  extend  up- 
slope.  Greenish,  blonbended. 
buds  are  opening  to  richly 
scented,  pure  white,  narcissi. 
Later  even  then  Pheasant 
Eye.  with  white  recurving 
petals  these,  the  latest  nar- 
cissi, once  formed  a valuable 
crop  for  growers.  Flowering 
often  coincides  with  Whitsun 
and,  until  30  or  40  years  ago, 
they  fetched  high  prices  In 
the  first  few  weeks  of  May.  A 
preserved  duplicate'  order 
book  for  1953  records  the  first 


boxes  sent  to  Mr  A J Willis  in 
Leicester  market,  selling 
wholesale  for  2/9d  a bunch. 
With  blue  irises  and  lilies-of- 
the-valley.  Double  Whites  pro- 
vided income  in  -the  period 
between  spring  daffodils  and 
cinched  strawberries  picked 
later  in  May.  Reputed  to  have 
originated  in  Bere  Alston  par- 
ish, growing  semi-wild  in 
hedgerows  on  Clamoake 
fomMhey  were  first  sent  to 
Devonport  market  in  1880  by 
Mr  Jackson.  With  other  Poeti- 
cus  varieties,  grown  udder 
fruit  trees,  they  were  the 
mainstay  of  the  valley’s  first 
commercial  flower  producers. 
Difficult  to  establish  and  only 
thriving  where  undisturbed, 
surviving  stands  are  now 
rare.  This  orchard,  reverting 
to  woodland,  is  an  ideal  site 
and  the'  undergrowth  also 
shelters  blackcaps,  chiff- 
chaffs  and  willow  warblers. 
Their  persistent  clamorous 
songa.  mingled  with  the  cool 
green  fragrance  of  bluebells, 
blossom,  new  leaves  and 
recently  rtampono*  earth  sig- 
nify "Summer  is  a -come 
today". 

- 7 VIRGINIA  SPIERS 


tg:SSi 


Commentary 


John 

Vidal 


A 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  7 1997 


Diary 


Matthew  Normal 

IN  shock  news  from  the 
world  of  protest. 
Swampy  has  been  forced 
into  retirement.  Having  cel- 
ebrated the  new  era  by 

being  convicted,  on  Friday 
morning,  tbr  possessing 
cannabis  and  (helmets  off  to 
the  police  for  this  one) 
“threatening  behaviour” 

Swampy  was  fined  £50  and 

baUed  not  to  go  within  five 
miles  of  Manchester  Air- 
port. One  side  effect  of  this 
is  that  he  cannot  search  for 
his  missing  terrier  Van- 

dana,  last  seen  at  the  air- 
port a week  ago;  another  is 
that,  with  Swampy  out  of 
action,  a power  struggle  for 
the  leadership  of  the  pro- 
testers seems  inevitable, 
with  Moppet  Dave,  the 
kind-but-tough  Kenneth 
Clarke  figure,  an  early 
favourite.  Animal,  the 
promising  but  very  young 
William  Hague  of  the  con- 
test, and  Welsh  John  — a 
Redwood  figure  who  prides 
himself  on  being  an  out- 
sider — are  also  Candied.  As 
for  poor  old  Swampers,  he 
Ss  back  at  his  mum’s  in  Dor- 
set, and  is  more  upset  about 
Vandana  than  his  retire- 
ment. Anyone  with  news  of 
the  dog  can  pass  It  to  him  via 
the  Diary. 

I N the  Dally  Mail,  a so- 
called  rival  reports  that 
Sir  Tim  Bell  may  be  on 
fora  resignation  peerage. 
What  an  excellent  idea  this 
is.  It  would  send  a signal 
that  the  Tories  have  soft- 
ened themselves,  that  they 
now  wish  to  understand  a 
little  more  and  condemn  a 
little  less.  Sir  Tim  is  fhbled 
not  only  for  his  once  heroic 
cocaine  appetite,  after  all, 
but  also  for  his  1977  convic- 
tion for  entertaining  those 
passing  his  Hampstead 
home  with  a view  of  his 
tumescent  self.  Fingers 
crossed,  then,  for  the  peer- 
age. Apart  from  anything 
else,  it’s  the  only  way 
Timmy  can  hope  to  regain 
his  old  job.  as  chief  toilet 
spokesman  to  Lord  Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber. 


Industry  terrified  at 
outbreak  of  ethics 


businesses  who  see  invest- 


foreign  corporate 


ment  money  going  in  areas-  agenda,  they  argue  that  they 
ingly  to  organisations  with  a are  the  only  people  taking 


good  human-rights  record. 


The  fortunes  of  both  are  in-  companies  are  keen  to  keep 
creas ingly  linked.  Pressure  controversy  off  the  agenda, 
groups  and  corporations  have  and  know  how  embarrassing 
done  well  out  of  privatisation  an  outbreak  of  ethics  can  be. 


and  the  emergence  of  the  free 
market  in  the  past  18  years; 
the  transnationals  — often 
wielding  more  financial  clout 
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Hail,  farewell, 
good  riddance 
to  some 


broad  issues  seriously.  The 


Business  has  recognised 
the  new  public  agenda  but  is 
finding  it  difficult  to  change 
because  the  demands  being 


than  countries  — have  grown  made  of  it  would,  they  argue, 
immensely  and  the  groups  affect  their  profits.  Many  are 
have  emerged  as  their  only  now  trying  to  buy  the  “ethical 


ics.  Coming  up:  Nestlfe, 
LLoyds.  Costains,  Esso,  Tex- 
aco. the  Pro. 

, The  big  one  is  Shell,  which 

Df|  today  announced  it  would 

launch  a social  survey  to  mon- 
|_|  itor  the  effects  of  its  policies 

I Cl  I on  all  whom  it  deals  with.  It  is 

state-of-the-art  social  aware- 
ness but  it  may  not  Impress  its 
critics:  next  week's  annual 

meeting  is  being  billed  as  a 

Nrn?  ejh.  " grassroots  re-unlon  party. 
mS  ..15B^erL  ?Pe  activists  from  at  least 

the  Ploughshare  half  a doeen  groups  expected 
women  who  took  a to  protest  about  everything 
hammer,  smashed  up  from  human  rights  to  global 

’ iPt  rvuinH  « ■ . M 


alfewk  jet  bound  for  East 

■WBS  ac?UIttEd  if31  No  is  safe.  esSly  in 
year  by  aLiverpool  court,  has  the  can-do  new  era  of  British 
bad  a stirring  week  .Last  politics  when  everyone  is  opti- 
Wednesday  security  guards  mistic  about  sorting  out  prob^ 
dragged  her  out  ttf  BAe's  lems.  Even  the  sleepy  insur- 
^ual  meeting  along  with  80  ance  and  pension  industries 
others:  on  Monday  she  was  ar-  are  being  targeted,  as  Friends 


rested  for  allegedly  daubing 
slogans  on  .GKN  water  cannon 


of  the  Earth  and  others  protest 
that  they  are  Investing 


Natwest  — perhaps  forseelng 
trouble  — is  offering  £3,000  for 
the  best  Ideas  on  bow  to  deal 
with  with  environmental  pro- 
testers. The  word  on  the  street 
is  that  the  best  theatre  this 
year  will  be  with  the  usual 
suspects  — roadbuilders.  oil 
companies,  arms  makers, 
water  companies. 

Businesses  hate  public  con- 
troversy and  are  keen  to 
stamp  out  unaccustomed  dis- 
sent. reportedly  urging  in  pri- 
vate that  laws  be  passed  that 
shareholders  must  bold  £1,000 
of  stock  before  they  can  be  let 
in  to  annual  meetings.  But  as 
much  as  they  argue  that  the 
disruptions  are  undemocratic, 
they  are  aware  that  curtailing 
dissent  will  not  do  their  image  . 
as  suporters  of  free  speech 
much  good. 

But  another  agenda  is  being 
worked  out  behind  the  public 
theatre  of  the  annual  meeting. 


watchdogs. 


effect”  as  enjoyed  by  organi- 


The  latter  argue  that  their  sations  like  Bodyshop  or  the 


new  role  as  corporation 
watchers  is  essential  because 
the  balance  of  power  is  funda- 
mentally shifting  away  from 
national  governments 
towards  less  accountable 
business.  Global  forums  like 
the  World  Trade  Organisa- 
tion. the  Nafta  and  even  the 


Nestle  would 
love  to  be 
accredited, 
say,  by  children’s 
groups;  GKN 
by  Amnesty 


Co-Op,  and  want  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  their  critics.  Nestlfi 
would  love  to  be  accredited, 
say,  by  children's  groups. 
Nescafe  by  the  Fair  Trade 
Foundation,  GKN  by  Am- 
nesty. In  the  US  this  is  fer 
more  developed  with  more 
than  40  per  cent  of  businesses 
claiming  an  ethical  stance; 


live  sense,  the  Referendum 
Party  got  what  it  wanted.  It 
probably  put  the  finishing 
touch  to  Tory  defeat  in  seats 
like  Braintree  (Tony  Newton), 
Castle  Point,  Colchester,  Fal- 
mouth, Harrow  W,  Kettering 
(Roger  Freeman).  Milton 
Keynes  NE,  Norfolk  NW  and 
Northampton  S,  where  its 


an  Clu.«u  share  of  the  vote  exceeded  the 

companies  here  are  waving  Qav|(j  McKle  margin  by  which  the  Conser- 

chequebooks  and  courting  vative  lost  It  topped  S per 


charities  with  big  offers.  

There  are  some  bizarre  new  ^MIODAY  we  shall  see  what 
alignments.  Some  polluters  I they  look  like:  almost 
and  anti-polluters,  human  I 250  new  kids,  some  of 
rights  watchers  and  watched  whom  could  never  have  ex- 
are  all  suddenly  finding  they  pected  to  get  there,  swearing 


have  something  in  common. 
The  purists  mutter  sell-out 


...  , : ; lii.csuuj  uicau  c w uie  auuuiu  uireuiig. 

. *5^  heavily  m companies  that  pro-  The  relationship  between  cor- 


today  she  may  well  meet  the 
same  guards  as  she  lohs  tricky 
questions  to  RTZ. 

It’s  the  start  of  the  annual- 
general-meeting  season  when 
the  boards  of  just  about  every 
high-profile  global  company 
can  expect  to  meet  Angie  or 
other  vociferous  public  crit- 


mote  global  warming. 

Chief  executive  officers 
these  days  must  know  how  to 
handle  people  hanging  from 


porn  lions  and  the  civil  society 
has  seldom  been  more  trou- 
bled. Corporate  ethics  is  big 
money  these  days  — both  with 


ceilings/  naked/  shouting  and  pressure . groups  that  need 
asking  very  awkward,  ques-  new  members  and  a high  pro- 


EU  are  now  setting  policies  the  corporate  shilling  and 
that  are  tailor-made  for  indns-  those  trying  to  keep  a dis- 
try  but  which  ignore  the  tance.  The  danger  is  that  in 
social  agenda.  They  may  have  the  new  politics  of  consensus, 
immense  effects  on  people's  the  one  js  seen  as  anti-social, 
lives,  yet  their  actions  are  bolshy  and  against  the  public 
barely  debated,  even  under-  interest.  The  more  pressure 
stood,  in  national  govern-  groups  are  tempted  to  act  as 


businesses  say  they  are  learn-  miliar.  Sixteen  are  what  are 
ing  to  work  with  their  critics,  known  in  the  trade  as  “re- 
Two  groups  are  emerging  treads":  people  who  have  sat 
— those  prepared  to  accept  there  before.  Tories  like 


the  corporate  shilling  and  Michael  Fallon.  Francis 
those  trying  to  keep  a dis-  Maude  and  Christopher 


tance.  The  danger  is  that  in  Chope,  who  lost  in  1992  and 


bolshy  and  against  the  public  heroes  like  Ashok  Kumar, 
interest.  The  more  pressure  John  Smith.  Mike  Hancock 


tions.  No  one  has  quite 
learned  how  to  handle  the  new 
share-owning  activists.  The 


file,  and  who  find  tho  annual 
meeting  an  ideal  public  stage 
to  show  their  mettle,  and 


consultants  to  industry,  the 


With  governments  — even  more  the  social  agenda  of  the  eral  elections  but  got  their 


new  ones  — unwilling  to  get 
too  involved  in  the  messy. 


next  decade  may  effectively 
be  set  by  the  very  few. 


„ vative  lost  It  topped  S per 

T_  _ v * cent  of  the  vote  in  39  seats:  of 

ODAY  we  shall  see  what  the  16  best  performances, 
they  look  uke:  almost  nine  were  in  seaside  constitu- 
250  new  kids,  some  of  encies.  Its  best  vote  (9.2  per 
wn°™  f01^  ?5ver  have  ex-  cent)  was  in  Harwich.  But 
pected  jo  get  mere,  swearing  that  was  topped  by  the  former 
in  at  Westminster  Not  that  Militant  candidate  at  Glasgow 
they  11  aJJ  fmti  the  place  unfa-  Pollok,  Tommy  Sheridan, 
rnfliar.  Sixteen  are  what  are  standing  for  the  Scottish 
imown  in  the  trade  as  "re-  Socialist  Alliance:  he  polled 
treads  : people  who  have  sat  h per  cent, 
there  before.  Tories  like  There's  been  trouble  ever 
.Francis  since  the  prospect  began  to 
Maude  ana  Christopher  loom  in  defining  what  consti- 
Chope,  who  lost  m 1992  and  tutes  a parliamentary  land- 
have  since  found  somewhere  slide.  Change  on  this  scale 
safer;  ana  old  byelection  i24B  newcomers,  almost  twice 
heroes  like  Ashok  Kumar,  as  many  as  in  1992)  is  one 
John  Smith,  Mike  Hancock  indication:  having  so  manv 
and  Sylvia  Heal,  who  failed  to  Labour  MPs  that  some  have 
cling  on  at  subsequent  gen-  to  lodge  on  the  opposition 
eral  elections  but  got  their  side  is  another.  The  statistics 


have  since  found  somewhere 
safer;  and  old  byelection 


and  Sylvia  Heal,  who  failed  to 
cling  on  at  subsequent  gen- 


revenge  on  Thursday.  And.  of  of  Thursday's  Tory  disaster 


Was  Gordon  Brown’s  move  wise?  Larry  Elliott  is  keeping  his  fingers  crossed  but 
Will  Hutton,  below,  sees  it  as  part  of  the  necessary  process  of  modernising  the  state 


course,  Alan  Clark. 

Family  ties  alone  will  make 
the  place  familiar  to  some. 
Ann  Cryer  (Keighley)  Is  the 
widow  of  the  former  Labour 
MP  Bob  Cryer;  John  Cryer 
(Hornchurch)  is  his  son. 
Sylvia  Heal  (Halesowen  and 


furnish  plenty  more.  For 
instance:  the  safest  Conserva- 
tive seat  is  Huntingdon, 
where  John  Major,  who  kept 
the  swing  down  to  7 per  cent, 
won  by  31.9  per  cent.  Yet  no 
fewer  than  194  Labour  MPs  — 
almost  half  their  total  — are 


Semi-detached  Eddie 


tmm  VEN  David  Mellor’s 
best  friend  (what  a 
■■thought  that  is) 
couldn’t  accuse  him  of  being 
a good  loser  last  week,  but 
the  old  bluffer  did  produce 
an  inspired  and  instantly 
popular  catchphrase.  On 
Saturday  night,  those  at  an 
1 8th-birthday  party  at  a Bel- 
gian restaurant  in  north 
London  saw  Sir  James  Gold- 
smith sitting  at  the  next 
table— and  instantly  up 
went  theory:  “Up your  had- 
enda,'  Jimmy.”  And  to  think 
people  accuse  the  young  of 
paying  no  attention  to  poli- 
tics. Even  when  the  chant 
was  taken  up  by  two  other 
tables  of  teenagers.  Sir 
Jimmy,  bizarrely  enough, 
was  charm  itself.  “He  was 
very  gracious.”  the  birth- 
day girl’s  father  reports. 

“He  rolled  bis  eyes  and 
looked  a bit  sheepish  at 
first,  but  be  kept  his  temper, 
and  even  wished  her  a 
happy  birthday.”  Blimey. 


WOULD  anyone  In 
Winchester  who 
switched  at  the  last 
second  from  Tory  to  Liberal 
Democrat  get  in  touch.  We 
are  keen  to  arrange  a 
special  commemorative 
lunch  with  Gerry  Malone, 
the  Tory  MP  who  lost  tothe 
Lib  Dems  by  two  votes. 


WITH  the  Hamiltons 
avowedly  looking 
for  work,  a reader 
faxes  to  express  his  despair 
at  their  inability  to  take 
good  advice.  Brian  Bothell 
sends  a copy  of  his  prescient 
letter  to  Christine  of  April 
9.  “The  pair  of  you  are  na- 
turals for  the  world  of  light 
entertainment,”  he  wrote, 
“and  ventriloquism  in  par- 
ticular. I can  see  it  now: 

“The  Hamiltons’.  Nell  on 

your  lap  saying  nothing, 
and  you  throwing  your 
voice  as  if  the  words  were 
Coming  out  of  his  month.” 
Stressing  the  importance  of 
taking  payment  by  cheque 
(vital  for  clear  accounting 
purposes  in  a cash-rich 

world  like  showbnsincss). 
MrBethellhad  high  hopes 
for  theact.  “Why.  you  al- 
ready have  the  catchphrase: 
'Do  you  think  my  husband 
is  innocent?*  It  would  have 
them  rolling  in  the  aisles.” 


IT  WAS  always  obvious 

that  Gordon  Brown  had  si  / 

no  time  for  the  Ken  and  sC\  1 l V^U  I ( XI 

Eddie  show,  that  won-  / \ \V  | . I / 

derful  once-a-month  Li  \ V/f  I —■ - V ' s' 

Whitehall  farce  in  which  the  1 r~^  / 

former  Chancellor  would  Us-  l ^ p-J 

ten  to  what  everybody  had  to  \v  r 1 

say  about  interest  rates  and  ( 
then  ignore  it  But  little  did  \\s 
we  know  that  the  run  of  its  V 
successor  — the  Gordon  and 
Eddie  show  — would  be  lim- 
ited  to  solitary 

performance.  u UMbv 

As  from  next  month,  the  avS** 

way  interest-rate  decisions  \ Ajr  I 

are  made  in  Britain  will  \\  I 

change,  probably  for  ever.  If  \\  / 

the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  \\  ^ 1 1 

England  and  his  colleagues  \ \ j \ \\  / / 

on  new  monetary-policy  \ \ ^ J v \ / / 

committee  decide  that  the  A / 1 

control  of  inflation  means  /If  \ I \ / / 

that  the  cost  of  borrowing  has  / A / j / / 

to  9)  up.  then  go  up  it  will  SdT — X f I / 

The  Chancellor,  even  if  he  \f  f H / 

has  serious  misgivings,  will  / J j 1 

just  have  to  lump  it  \ J / / 

The  motivation  behind  the  / //  j 

move  is  a good  one.  Mr  Brown  V j 

wants  to  improve  Britain’s 

economic  performance  and  X.  / f 

bring  down  unemployment  J 

He  wants  to  put  an  end  to  the  f 

boom-bust  cycle  that  has  be-  \s  [/// 

devilled  both  Labour  and  u/ 

Conservative  governments 
for  the  past  30  years  or  more. 

He  wants  to  embed  lower  in- 
nation  so  that  interest  rates 
can  come  down  and  invest- 

AH  this  and  more  was  con-  * n - ; 

tamed  his  ground-breaking 
yesterday, 

kicked  off  with  a quote  from  ’ *"1 

the  Paper 

ushered  in  the  post-war 
Keynesian  era.  "The  central 

government  are  high  and 

stable  levels  or  growth  and  ^ s \ y — j ^ — s. 

employment,”  Mr  Brown  in-  1 f f 

toned  in  his  first  public  words  7?  £Z.  I I V v — JJ 

as  Chancellor  from  behind  a ^ — * i— 1 v— 

Clinto  n esque  pod  lum . — ~i~  ; --  - J~  jM  s 

In  the  light  of  all  this.  Mr  .— ■■  ■. .-.t  

Brown's  revolutionary  blue-  - — ■— 

print  should  be  given  a fair  ■■■=  ■ ' 1 — I-.--  — 

wmd.  It  may  work.  But  that  ^ — _ — 1 — ^-=^=  -- — A. A s--^^ f7£ 

shouldn’t  disguise  the  fact  | - 

that  there  are  big  drawbacks 
involved  in  the  idea.  Poten- 
tially  very 

The  first  of  these  involves 

the  democratic  legitimacy  of  tend  to  be  the  most  vociferous  was  to  nationalise  the  Bank,  makes  an  almighty  hash  of  its 
handine  over  operational  con-  supporters  of  contitutlonal  Fifty-two  years  on,  virtually  new  job. 

+rr.T  of  monetary  policy  to  an  reform  in  order  to  make  Brit-  its  first  act  is  to  grant  the  Old  This  throws  up  the  second 
imelected  body  Last  week  ain  a more  democratic  Lady  her  freedom.  worry.  Will  the  Bank  be  any 

rri^  than  13  million  people  country  seem  to  have  a blind  It  is  conceivable,  just,  that  a good  at  running  monetary 
voted  for  a Labour  govern-  spot  when  it  comes  to  an  ftiture  government  may  de-  policy?  When  Mr  Brown  orig- 
nv>nr  the  name  Of  Edward  independent  Bank.  Yet  on  the  cide  to  take  back  full  control  inally  floated  his  idea,  he  said 


H H H Ann  Keen  (Brentford)  will  be 

h joining  Ann's  husband  Alan 

Keen  (Feltham).  Maria  Eagle 
(Liverpool  Garston)  will  be 
M united  with  twin  sister  An- 

gela (Wallasey).  A remarkable 
number  of  others,  too,  must 
have  been  there  already  while 
track  record  for  forecasting,  working  as  party  officials,  ad- 


Rowley  Regs)  and  her  sister  safer  than  Major.  Some 
Ann  Keen  (Brentford)  will  be  Labour  MPs  who  captured 
joining  Ann's  husband  Alan  seats  from  the  Tories,  like 
Keen  (Feltham).  Maria  Eagle  Siobhain  McDonagh  at 
(Liverpool  Garston)  will  be  Mitcham  and  Morden  (major- 
united  with  twin  sister  An-  ity  28.7  per  cent),  are  almost 
gela  (Wallasey).  A remarkable  as  well  entrenched  as  he.  MPs 
number  of  others,  too.  must  in  the  new  Tory  marginals 
have  been  there  already  while  (majorities  under  10  per  cent) 


This  it  has  not  yet  done.  One  visers  or  research  assistants, 
of  the  interesting  points  about  As  ever,  the  electors  made 

the  Ken  and  Eddie  show  — choices  this  time  which  seem 
indeed,  the  aspect  that  gave  it  almost  designed  to  confuse, 
its  piquancy  — was  that  Mr  presenting  the  house  with  a 
Clarke  was  better  at  calling  Yorkshire  Healey  who  isn't 
the  state  of  the  economy  than  Denis,  a Conservative  Hayes 


include  Gillian  Shephard, 
Virginia  Bottomley,  John 
Guinmer.  Ted  Heath.  Kenneth 
Clarke  and  Douglas  Hogg. 


Mr  George. 


AND  yet  it  could  have 
been  worse.  In  Dorset, 
for  instance,  the  Con- 
who  isn’t  Jerry,  a Norris  who  servatives  held  four  seats  by 
isn’t  Steve  and  a Gardiner  majorities  of  0.12,  I.M.  3.44 
VER  the  coming  who  — mercifully  — isn't  lu-  and  5.22  per  cent  In  Norfolk 
months,  the  gubrious  old  Sir  George.  En-  they  kept  four  seats  by  mar- 
newly  unfettered  field  Southgate  and  Halton  gins  of  2^0. 2.32. 2.33  and  4.19. 
Bank  will  almost  have  both  sent  members  But  perhaps  the  luckiest  win- 
certainly  push  called  Twigg.  There  are  two  ner  of  all  was  the  Liberal 
s higher,  even  Michael  Fosters  (Worcester  Democrat  victor  of  Winches- 


Bank  Will  almost  have  both  sent  members  But  perhaps  the  luckiest  win- 
certainly  push  called  Twigg.  There  are  two  ner  of  all  was  the  Liberal 
base  rates  higher,  even  Michael  Fosters  (Worcester  Democrat  victor  of  Winches- 
though  Mr  George  readily  ad-  and  Hastings)  and  two  Gareth  ter,  Mark  Oaten,  who  won  by 
mils  that  the  current  level  of  Thomases  (Harrow  W and  two  votes.  A case  early  this 
sterling  is  uncomfortably  Clwyd  W).  All  Labour,  of  century  when  a candidate 
high.  Mr  Brown’s  advisers  be-  course.  won  by  one  vote  has  been 

lieve  that  some  of  the  fears  There  will  also  be  mourn-  cited.  But  in  several  I9th-cen- 
about  the  Bank  are  mis-  ing . this  morning  fbr  those  tury  contests,  when  elector- 


though  Mr  George  readily  ad-  and  Hastings)  and  two  Gareth 
mits  that  the  current  level  of  Thomases  (Harrow  W and 
sterling  is  uncomfortably  Clwyd  W).  All  Labour,  of 
high.  Mr  Brown's  advisers  he-  course, 
lieve  that  some  of  the  fears  There  will  also  be  mourn- 
about  the  Bank  are  mis-  ing . this  morning  fbr  those 
placed,  and  that  all  will  he-  who  have  gone,  though  in 
come  clearer  in  the  Budget  some  cases  not  very  much, 
planned  for  early  July.  It  The  loss  has  already  been 
would  undoubtedly  be  helpful  noted  of  several  targets  of 


if  the  steam  were  taken  out  of  sleaze  allegations  besides  Neil 
the  economy  via  tax  increases  Hamilton,  but  well  also  be 
rather  than  higher  borrowing  spared  notorious  backbench 
costs,  but  the  new  division  of  bovver  boys  David  Shaw 
labour  between  the  Bank  and  (Dover)  and  Jacques  Arnold 
the  Treasury  will  make  it  (Gravesham).  Just  282  more 
more  difficult  to  ensure  co-  Lib  Dem  votes  would  also 


course.  won  by  one  vote  has  been 

There  will  also  be  mourn-  cited.  But  in  several  I9th-cen- 
ing . this  morning  fbr  those  tury  contests,  when  elector- 
who  have  gone,  though  in  ates  were  much  smaller,  con- 
some  cases  not  very  much,  tests  ended  in  ties.  For  a time 
The  loss  has  already  been  the  rules  required  returning 
noted  of  several  targets  of  officers  in  such  cases  to  de- 
sleaze allegations  besides  Neil  dare  both  runners  elected 


ordination  of  policy. 

Little  of  this  mattered  yes- 


have  finished  the  super- 
supereflious  Patrick  Nicholls 


terday  to  the  City,  which  took  (Teignhridge).  For  the  first 
the  view  that  Bank  indepen-  time  in  50  years  there’s  a 


deuce  guaranteed  lower  Infla 
tion.  But  as  Gerard  Lyons, 


genuine  independent:  Martin 


and  let  Parliament  settle  it. 

The  record  for  the  most  spec- 
tacular failure  to  make  up  its 
mind  belongs  to  Knaresbor- 
ough,  Yorkshire,  which  in  1852 
staged  a triple  tie  for  first 
place:  two  Liberals  and  one 
Conservative.  On  scrutiny  one 
vote  was  docked  from  one  of 
foe  Liberals.  There  was  no 
such  indecision  in  the  town 


chief  economist  with  the  Jap-  those  who  promised  Some- 
anese  bank  DKB,  argued,  the  tiling  Entirely  New  mostly 


m THIEF  who  tried  to 
A nick  a fur  hat  In  the 
^^north-eastern  Rus- 
sian town  of  Vologda  Is 
recovering from  hisinju- 
rlos.  When  the  man  put  his 
hand  to  the  hat,  the  Fort  can 
Times  reports,  the  coat's 
collar  bit  and  scratched  it  so 
badly  that  stitches  were 
required.  The  hat's  owner 
explained  to  police  that  he 
was  wearing  his  Siamese 
cat  as  protection  against 
sub-zero  temperatures. 


handing  over  operational  con- 
trol of  monetary  policy  to  an 
unelected  body.  Last  week 
more  than  13  million  people 
voted  for  a Labour  govern- 
ment; the  name  Of  Edward 
Arthur  John  George  was  not 
on  the  ballot  paper  anywhere. 
Strangely,  the  people  who 


good  at  running  monetary 
policy?  When  Mr  Brown  orig- 
inally floated  his  idea,  he  said 


last  ncragfrm  Labour  had  a of  monetary  policy,  but  only  that  operational  indepen- 


whopping  majority,  it  decided 
that  the  first  thing  it  had  to  do 


In  a dire  national  emergency, 
or  if  the  Bank  of  England 


deuce  for  the  Bank  would  de- 


pend on  it  building  up  a good  I going  to  be  on  the  block. 


evidence  for  this  is  slim.  A os-  lost  their  deposits.  In  a nega- 
tralia  and  New  Zealand  both  I 
have  low  Inflation,  yet  one 
has  an  independent  bank  and 
the  other  does  not  The  same 
applies  to  Japan  and  Ger- 
many. 

Ultimately,  the  success  of 
central-bank  Independence 
will  depend  on  two  things  — 
the  calibre  of  the  people  mak- 
ing the  decision  and  the 
underlying  structure  of  the 
economy,  including  the  way 
its  wage-bargaining  system 
operates.  Gordon  Brown  and 
his  team  insist  that  these  are 
both  being  addressed,  not 
least  because  de-politicising 
monetary  policy  will  give  the 
Chancellor  more  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  economy’s  long- 
standing supply-side 
weaknesses. 

But  he  had  better  be  sure  he 
is  right  For  the  political 
drawback  of  yesterday’s  move 
is  obvious.  If  this  all  goes 
wrong,  and  in  two  years'  time 
Bank  independence  has 
resulted  in  low  growth,  an 
extra  500,000  on  the  dole  and  a 
10-point  Tory  lead  in  the  opin- 
ion polls,  somebody’s  head  is 


Bell  at  Tatton.  The  rest  of  last  week  when,  in  tandem 
those  who  promised  Some-  with  neighbouring  Harrogate, 
thing  Entirely  New  mostly  it  pitched  poor  Norman 


Laznont  into  oblivion. 


It’s  a quadruple  whammy 

MONTAGU  Norman,  I not  independence,  but  “op- 1 of  modernising  the  Britisl 
^ absurdly  defla-  eratioual  responsibility”  state  and  bringing  the  cob 
^iT^or  of  for  setttag  interest  ™tej  dn«  of  m-eUjy  poUo 


not  independence,  but  “op- 
erational responsibility” 


I V Ittonist  governor  of  for  setting  interest  rates 
the  Bank  of  England  in  the  within  a framework  set  by 


1920s  and  30s,  has  dogged 
dismission  of  British  mone- 
tary policy  for  too  long-  For 
him  the  defence  of  sterling 


the  Government  Yet  what- 
ever the  linguistic  ingenu- 
ity. it  amounts  to  indepen- 
dence. America’s  Federal 


was  central  to  Empire  and  Reserve  Bank  and  Ger- 
the  world  trading  system  — 


of  modernising  the  British 
state  and  bringing  the  con- 
duct of  monetary  policy 
into  line  with  its  conduct 
elsewhere.  The  old  City- 
based  Court  of  Governors, 
perhaps  the  most  powerful 
Conservative  quango,  is  to 
be  sent  packing  and 
replaced  with  a properly 


City  interests.  Long-run 
consequences  will  be 
incalculable. 

The  objection  is  that  Gor- 
don Brown  has  set  up  an 
institutional  clash  between 
two  arms  of  policy  — the 
fiscal  wing  (spending,  tax- 
ing and  borrowing)  and  the 
monetary  wing  (interest- 

rate  changes).  Yet  tf  all  par - 


and  if  a great  external 
shock  requires  both  levers 
of  policy  to  be  retained  In 
the  Trasury,  he  reserves 
the  right  to  do  just  that. 

The  gains  will  be  a credi- 
bility for  British  monetary 
policy  that  has  so  far  been 
lacking,  especially  under  a 
Labour  government  — and 
a Bank  of  England  that  Is 


SSSSi  RwUlbeccmeacentadbankforthe whole  iJ-SSSi 

SSSSS  cotfifay.notalobby far Cfty interests^ 

framed  not  merely  by  the  constituted  board  with  rep-  demand,  eonristent  with  qualified  Britain  for  a 

eoveroment  of  the  day  but  resentatives  of  lndnstry.  fi-  some  reasonable  rate  of  in-  single  currency  withont 

Hie  national  societies  of  nance  and  unions.  Running  nation  (a  Keynesian-  ever  having  to  Utter  Maas- 
which  they  are  members-  a blue-chip  merchant  bank  enough  proposition),  it  is  tricht".  It  is  a quadruple 
Si  Jhi  innp  rum  Dolicv  — that  gives  £250.000  to  the  difficult  to  see  what  the  whammy.  The  ghost  of 
^d^fhi^nflation^rate  — Tory  party  will  no  longer  clash  will  be.  If  the  new  Montagu  Norman  has 
iSve  ^e^  berter  than  in  beVprer^nisite  to  run  the  monetary-policy  committee  finally  been  laid  to  rest 

Bank  of  England.  Instead,  has  a burst  of  mad  defla- — — 

Bn«Z'enT«nfwalflshrald  it  will  become  a central  tionist  monetarism.  Brown  will  Hutton  la  editor  of  the 

bank  Sr  the  whole  can  simply  pot  people  in  Observer  end  author  ot  The 

a nmrp<s  country,  and  not  a lobby  for  their  place  who  are  sane;  state  To  Come 


ties  to  the  policy-making  more  distant  from  the  “gen- 
process  are  united  in  seek-  tlemanly  capitalist”  c til- 
ing a steady  improvement  tore  of  the  flwarmiai  system 
in  the  nominal  growth  of  than  any  we  have  so  far 
experienced. 


txif»n»ndence.  and  it  s 

LaJSVore : Nrnman.  j^ch  they  operate  are  all 


neve*  auus  ft-amed  not  merely  by  the  constituted  board  with  rep-  demand,  consistent  with 

like^neyor^chaeiHow-  S Ehe  daj  bSt  resentativesoflndnstri.fi-  some  reasonable  rate  of  in- 

ai^te  being  ^edtosi^e  MHmiaI  societies  of  nance  and  unions.  Running  flatlon  (a  Keynesian- 
ue  witless  of  the  Perils  and  members-  a blue-chip  merchant  bank  enough  proposition),  it  is 

dangers  ahead.  Olve  the  which  the>  ^ ^ ^ ^ the  difficult  to  see  what  the 

Bank  of  England  control  of  in  the  long  ^ poftcy  Tory  pa^F^U^o  longer  clash  will  be.  If  the  new 
rates,  and  it’s  back  and  the  inflation  rate  --  monAtarv-nolicv  commit 


to  the  1930s. 

Yesterday  Gordon  Brown 
dared  challenge  the  myth. 
He  was  careful  to 
terms  Of  giving  the  Bank 


Britain.  Bank  01  England,  insteau, 

_ Brown's  proposals  shouid  tt  vrtU  b«ome  a central 


thus  be  seen  in  this  light- 
They  are  part  of  a process 


bank  for  the  whole 
country,  and  not  a lobby  for 


Will  Hutton  Is  editor  of  the 
Observer  and  author  ot  The 
State  To  Come 


10  OBITUARIES 


Th«  Guardian  Wednesday  M«y  . 


Sir  John  Eccles 


The  nerve  of  the  man 


SIR  John  Eccles,  who 
has  died  aged  94, 
was  the  greatest 
Australian  physiolo- 
gist of  his  genera- 
tion, a Nobel  Laureate  and  — 
almost  against  his  judgment 
and  conscience  — - a lifelong 

Europhile  and  Anglophile. 

His  infliw»nrt»  in  science  and 
on  Australian  acariemir  struc- 
tures was  crucial  during  the 
1950s:  through  contributions  to 
understanding  of  the  biochem- 
istry of  the  creation  of  nerve 
signals;  and  through  the  found- 
ing of  the  Australian  Academy 
of  Science  (modelled  on  the 
Royal  Society)  and  his  vigor- 
ous aspirations  for  interna- 
tional stature  in  the  sciences  at : 
the  Australian  National 
University. 

Sir  John,  bespectacled  and 
firm-jawed,  was  a tough,  deter- 
mined realist,  a brilliant  if  ob- 
stinate scientist  and  a shrewd 
politician.  He  startled  — some 
would  say  embarrassed  — the 
notable  at  the  Nobel  Prize 
dinner  in  Stockholm  in  1963  by 
surveying  the  elderly  (and  en- 
feebled) winning  scientists  of 
other  disciplines  and  booming 
as  only  he  could,  that  “we 
physiologists  are  obviously  file 
healthiest  of  the  lot”. 

He  was  probably  right  al- 
though, in  his  research,  he  had 
been  often  obstinately  wrong 
throughout  the  1330s.  This  was 
a crucial  era  for  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  murhanlsmB  by 
which  neural  signals  are  trans- 
lated into  action  by  muscles 
and  how  signals  travel  along 


nerve  fibres  and  across  the 
snail  gaps  at  nerve  Junctions. 
Techniques  developed  for 
these  studies  later  prepared 
the  way  fbr  ECG  measure- 
ments and  interpretation. 

The  academic  context  is  im- 
portant. Sir  John  was  a top 
graduate  from  Melbourne  Uni- 
versity in  medicine  in  i««s 
and,  as  a Rhodes  Scholar,  came 
to  Magdalen  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  gathered  the  prizes 
while  studying  under  Sir 
Charles  Sherrington,  who  de- 
fended the  established  view 
that  nerve  hwpniyq  were  prir 
xnarOy  electrical.  Eccles  fi> 
cused  an  the  processes  by 
which  impulses  are  triggered 
or  inhibited  and  became  a 
vocal  traditionalist,  siding 
with  Sherrington  and  arguing 
the  electrical  nature  of  Im- 
pulses throughout  the  early 
and  mid  1930s.  During  this 
time.  Sir  Henry  Dale  and 
others  in  Britain  developed  the 
eventually  triumphant  theory 
of  chemical  transmission 
across  nerve  junctions  which 
was  able  to  home  in  on  acetyl- 
choline as  the  transmitter. 

Although  it  is  often  sug- 
gested otherwise,  the  bitter  de- 
bate did  not  obstruct  scientific 
progress.  Rather  it  defined  and 
stimulated  specific  areas  of 
research  which  laid  the  foun- 
dations for  a later  and  much 
deeper  understanding  of  the 
biochemistry  of  nave  signal 
mechanisms.  The  connection 
with  nerve  gases  is  strong,  but 
whether  the  arguments  had  an 
important  bearing  on  the 


course  of  the  second  world  war 

remains  imrprtain 

Dale’s  theory  of  chemical 
transmission  and  the  counter- 
arguments of  Eccles  had  been 
widely  published  and  dis- 
cussed by  1936.  the  year  in 
which  Gerhard  Schrader  of 
I G Farben Industrie  identified, : 
among  new  potential  pesti- 
cides, one  of  enormous  lethal- 
ity. This  appeared  to  work  by 
producing  rapid  death  through 
muscle  paralysis.  Its  potential 
as  a weapon  was  drawn  to  the 
attention  of  the  German  mili- 
tary and  in  1937  it  emerged  as 
the  first  nerve  gas,  Tabun. 
Very  rapid  in  action  and  far 
more  lethal  thaw  anything  be- 
fore, it  possessed  probable  war- 
winning  capabilities  against 
an  unprepared  enemy. 

There  was  little  fundamental 
research  in  Germany  on  neu- 
ral signal  transmission  but 
German  military  scientists, 
monitoring  scientific  litera- 
ture for  research  progress, 
were  very  much  aware  of  the 
vigorous  controversy  in  Brit- 
ain about  the  rhwnlnal  trans- 
mission of  nerve  impulses. 

German  scientists  were 
Curly  sure  that  British  scien- 
tists of  the  calibre  of  Eccles. 
and  those  in  Dale's  group, 
must  know  something  about 
nave  signal  blocking  agents 
such  as  Tabun.  But  there  was  a 
total  absence  of  papers  cm  this 
new  class  erf  compounds  in 
open  scientific  literature,  both 
in  Britain  and  the  US.  This  gap 
in  the  literature  was  misinter- 
preted by  German  scientific 


intelligence  as  censorship,  in- 
dicating — wrongly  — that 
Britain  was  already  aware  of 
the  nerve  gases. 

So  Germany's  potentially 
devastating  stockpiles  of  sev- 
eral thousand  tons  of  nerve  gas 
were  never  unleashed  because 
Hitler  miBtwvpwiy  feared  that 
Germany  would  suffer  repri- 
sals in  kind  from  the  Allies. 

The  Allies  stumbled  cm  the 
gas  plants  and  stockpiles,  only 
later  studying  thww  and  rrailis- 

ing  their  significance.  Bost-war 
research,  largely  outside  Ger- 
many, made  use  of  knowledge 
of  nerve  agent  mechanisms 
and  was  able  to  unravel  the 
(wwpiw  biochemical  frame- 
work of  nave  transmission, 
both  across  the  gaps  at  nerve 
junctions  and  along  the  fibres. 


THIS  happened  dur- 
ing the  cold  war  at 
chemical  warfare 
and  ripfenwf*  estab- 
lishments as 

Forton  Down  and  Port  Detrick. 
While  much  of  the  practical 
research,  now  seal  as  wholly 
unacceptable,  was  kept  very 
secret,  basic  research  wait 
ahead  in  universities  around 
the  world. 

Eccles  had  returned  to  Aus- 
tralia in  1037  fo  hoari  tTw  Itano. 

matsu  Institute  of  Pathology  in 
Sydney.  During  the  war  he  had 
long  debates  with  Earl  Popper 
about  the  formal  structure  and 
testing  of  hypotheses.  Popper 
had  a profound  influence  in 
reshaping  research  philos- 
ophy. From  1944  to  the  mid 


1950s,  teeing  teams  at  Otago 
In  Dunedin,  New  Zealand  and 
ax  fire  Australian  National  Uni- 
versity, Canberra,  Eccles  at- 
tacked brilliantly  the  way 
n£xve  signals  may  be  transmit- 
ted or  inhibited,  a mystery  that 
lad  baffled  research  for  two 
decades.  Eccles  unravelled  the 
precise  processes  of  ionic 
transport  that  selectively  in- 
hibit unwanted  This 

led  to  his  share  of  the  1963 
Nobel  Prize  for  physiology  and 
medicine  with  the  English  sd- 
eu Lists.  Adrian  Huxley  and 
Alan  Hodgkin. 

Ecdes  was  a man  of  enor- 
mous energy  who  wore  his 
years  lightly.  After  reaching 
: the  mandatory  retirement  age 
at  Canberra,  he  went  to  the  US, 
first  to  Chicago  for  two  years 
and  film  headed  the  neurobio 
logy  research  unit  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  until  1975. 
His  relaxation  usually  in- 
volved travelling  in  Europe 
and  in  his  essay  My  Scientific 
Odyssey,  he  describes  his  affec- 
tion for  England  and  Us  scien- 
tific brilliance  utimnlatinn 
in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  “Per- 
haps i should  have  weathered 
thp  stoi  m in  Ffrigbmd.  for  I 

found  the  nwntoni<‘  Isolation  of 

Sydney  severe,”  he  wrote. 

But  by  returning  to  Austra- 
lia, Eccles  was  ahle  to  estab- 
lish a scientific  platform 
whose  international  stan- 
dards have  become  ever 
firmer.  "My  years  in  Can- 
berra were  the  most  impor- 
tant of  my  life,”  he  wrote. 

Much  of  Sir  John's  early 


Sir  John  Eccles ...  a robust  and  realistic  scientist  and  combative  Nobel  laureate 


training  as  a child  in  Mel- 
bourne came  from  his  father, 
William  Eccles,  a school- 
teacher. In  1928,  while  at 
Oxford,  he  married  a New 
Zealander,  Irene  Francis 
Miller,  a marriage  that  40 
years  and  nine  children  later 
was  dissolved;  he  was  very' 
much  the  family  man.  proud 
of  his  children  and  their 


achievements.  In  1958,  he 
married  Helena  Taborlkova. 
with  whom  he  settled  in 
retirement  In  Switzerland, 
producing  books  (including  a 
life  of  Sherrington)  domi- 
nated by  studies  of  the  myste- 
rious differences  between 
brain  function  and  mind. 

Sir  John  was  an  uncomfort- 
able giant  who  never  lost  his 


rough  edge*  he  created  new 
ami  Important  science  Mid 
helped  bring  valuable  matu  - 
rity to  academic  thought  in 
Australia  ...... 

Anthony  Tooker  " 

Sir  John  Cerew  Ecrira.  Nobel, 
physiologist;  born  January  27,. 
1903:  died  May  2, 1997 


Murray  Kempton 


Left  and  loved  in  New  York 
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MURRAY  Kempton, 
who  has  died  aged 
79,  was  that  sur- 
prisingly common 
phenomenon,  the  Southern 
gentleman  as  radical  journal- 
ist His  were  the  politics  not 
of  policy  but  of  character, 
conscience  and  honour. 

His  unfailing  sympathy 
with  the  unlucky,  the  unpop- 
ular and  the  outsider,  his  con- 
tempt for  the  comfortable  and 
the  pompous,  poured  forth  in 
the  preferred  publications  of 
the  New  York  left  over  50 
years  in  prose  as  allusive, 
convoluted  and  prolix  as  it 
was  honest  and  powerful. 

You  knew  where  Kempton 
was  coming  from,  but  you 
could  never  be  sure  where  he 
would  come  out  His  take  on 
three  Republican  presidents 
perfectly  exemplified  this.  In 
a 1967  Esquire  magazine 
piece.  The  Underestimation  q f 
Dwight  Eisenhower  — when 
the  fashionable  view  was  that 
the  President  was  feeble  but 
harmless  — Kempton  wrote 
"Dwight  Eisenhower  was  as 
indifferent  as  Calvin  Coo- 
lidge.  as  absolute  as  Abraham 
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Kempton . . . unlikely  combo  of  journalist  and  gentleman 


Eufalie  Spicer 


Divorce  us,  Miss  S 


Lincoln,  more  contained  than 
John  Kennedy,  more  serpen- 
tine than  Lyndon  Johnson”. 

Yet  Kempton,  almost  alone 
of  his  liberal  peers,  forgave 
Richard  Nixon  — though  not 
until  after  Nixon's  fell  had 
made  him  one  of  the  losers 
who  always  had  Murray's 
compassion.  The  snobbish  ten- 
ants of  an  expensive  East  Side 
apartment  house  bad  refused 
to  accept  Nixon  as  a fellow- 
tenant  "Who  else  in  America 
except  the  tenant  of  an  East 
Side  coop,”  he  wrote,  “has  a 
licence  to  lock  someone  out 
far  no  better  reason  than  his 
fancied  unlikeabflity?”  His 
judgment  on  Ronald  Reagan 

WaS  magisterially  dismiss  Hip- 

"For  touching  a people  who 
want  to  forget  ugly  problems 
no  politician  equals  the  one 
who  has  already  forgotten 
them  himself" 

Briefly  a communist  while 
working  as  a sailor  in  college 
vacations  in  the  1930s,  Kemp- 
ton turned  socialist  for  a 
while,  and  worked  for  years 
as  a labour  reporter  on  the 
old  liberal  New  York  Post 
The  right  never  liked  him. 


Death  Noth 


DEVEY.  Jack  HanryUotm  O-B-E.  died 
peacefully  at  tome  on  April  ZSdt  1997,  aged 
83  years.  Uucn  loved . husband,  brotfur. 


EULALIE  Spicer,  who  Dy  breakdown  and  the  ab-  lawyers  to  those  who  could  ££££ 

has  died  aged  90.  pro-  sence  of  more  than  half  the  not  afford  private  represents-  omh.  ■*»»  (Uutmi)  oed  peaces*  in 
vided  one  of  the  last  profession  on  active  service,  tion.  For  15  years  from  1952, 


■Mvided  one  of  the  last  profession  on  active  service,  tion.  For  15  years  from  1952, 

links  with  the  foundation  of  So  the  Law  Society  set  up  its  Miss  Spicer  was  secretary  of  grandmomer  and  wend,  uemorui  sonde* 


modem  legal  ai±  She  was  own  scheme.  By  1945,  Miss  number  one  area  finally  deal-  61  **  “O0,jnced  WBr- 
also  one  of  the  handful  of  Spicer  had  become  the  most  mg  with  some  25,000  annual 
women  who  achieved  eml-  notable  of  the  seven  solicitors  aid  applications,  so  many  that 
nance  In  the  legal  profession  and  more  than  100  staff  in-  the  area  was  divided  into  two 
in  the  postwar  period.  volved.  She  dashed  around  soon  after  her  retirement. 

As  the  administrative  head  the  country,  dealing  with  Her  ability  and  efficiency 
of  the  largest  legal  aid  area  hundreds  of  petitions  at  a became  legendary.  She  ca- 
covering  London,  the  name  time,  and  assisted  in  more  joled  solicitors  and  barristers 
E E Spicer  on  documentation  marriage  dissolutions  than  to  join  legal  aid  panels  or 
was  as  well-known  to  metro-  anyone  before  or  since.  ’ serve  on  committees  vetting 
politan  lawyers  being  paid  In  1950, . Clement  Attlee’s  applications.  Emerging  from 
modest  sums  to  act  for  the  Labour  government  set  up  a her  Red  Lion  Street  office, 
poor  as  that  of  the  chief  cash-  funded  legal  aid  scheme,  ad-  laden  with  files  to  meet  an 
ler  of  the  Bank  of  England.  ministered  by  the  Law  Soci-  area  committee  which  foe 

Eulalie  Spicer,  or  Miss  ety  through  12  areas  of  the  nominally  served,  its  mem- 
Spicer  as  she  was  always  country.  ■ Described  by  Sir  bers  would  stand  up  when  foe 
called,  came  from  a paper  Hartley  Shawcross  as  '‘the  entered  the  room.  They  would 
manufacturing  family  whose  charter  of  the  little  man  to  the  be  firmly  persuaded  to  alter 
resources  enabled  her  to  British  Courts  of  Justice”,  It  their  view  when  foe  judged 
maintain  a Dolphin  Square  made  available  the  services  of  them  to  have  made  some 


flat  — and  a motor  scooter. 

After  London  University,  she 
was  admitted  as  a solicitor  in  mUK? 

June  1938  — at  a time  when  |HA:  ••• . 
an  annual  average  of  15  . .*/  - - 

women  were  qualifying  — jfcy  • 

and  practised  from  premises 
near  the  Strand's  Royal  jeBV' 

In  late  1942,  she  moved  into  . 

the  Law  Society's  Han  in  1 vSB 

Chancery  Lane  as  a salaried 
solicitor  in  the  services'  div- 
orce  department  Arrange- 
ments  to  enable  marriages  to 
be  dissolved  were  known  as  Y J 

“the  poor  persons’  proce-  |K^ ...  JNNB 

dure”  and  lawyers  operated  it  •'  V,  1 ; ' 

on  a largely  charitable  basis.  . 

The  system  bad  fallen  apart  Spicer . . . dealt  with  a 
with  the  wartime  rise  in  fern-  record  number  of  divorces 


error  on  the  papers  she  had 
prepared.  She  was  a vital 
component  in  the  scheme’s 
success,  particularly  in  the 
matrimonial  and  personal  In- 
jury fields. 

She  retired  in  1966  after  a 
wen-deserved  OBE  to  private 
practice  and  church-related 
activities.  She  had  been  the 
highest  ranking  woman  legal 
administrator  of  her  time  and 
for  many  years  to  come.  That 
the  scheme  prospered  was  in 
large  part  due  to  her. 

Cyril  Glassar 

Eulalie  Evan  Spicer,  lawyer, 
bom  April  20,  1906;  died  March 
29. 1997 
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Birthdays 


Scobie  Breasley,  jockey.  82; 
Teresa  Brewer,  actress  and 
singer,  66;  Lord  (Asa) 
Briggs,  historian,  76;  Peter 
Carey,  author.  54:  Prof  Alan 
Cuthbert,  Master,  Fitzwil- 
liam  College,  Cambridge,  65; 
Murray  Easton,  managing 
director.  Yarrow  Shipbuild- 
ers. 46;  Mik  Flood,  director, 


ICA,  48;  Sir  James  Go  wans, 

medical  researcher,  73;  Robin 

Hanbury-Tenison,  explorer 

and  author,  61;  David  Hatch, 
chairman,  National  Con- 
sumer Council,  58;  Anya 
Hlndmarch.  designer,  29;  Sir 
Michael  Hopkins,  architect, 
62;  David  Leach,  potter,  86; 
Sir  Neil  Macfarlane.  chair- 


man, Securicor,  61;  Dr  Tony 

O’Reilly,  chairman  and  chief 
executive,  H J Heinz,  62; 
Richard  O’Sullivan,  actor, 
53:  Ruth  Prawer  Jhabvala, 
novelist  and  screenplay 


hi-  Jw  i • k W ■ ! -. W V . I'll 


poet  and  writer,  SI;  Lynn  So- 
ville.  photographer,  47;  Eliz- 
abeth SOderatrom,  soprano. 
70;  Mary  Spillane,  founder. 
Colour  Me  Beautiful,  47; 
David  Tomlinson,  actor,  80. 


mLSOM,  UN,  H,rtn|aln«  —worn.  LM 

and  uardn  Wilson  of  Nanmnod. 
MMUtoux  tnnounca  ttw  arrival  of  BWtr 
daughter,  bom  on  2Mt  Mare*  1997. 
SI?jS?«?our  axftOudcenMnt  WapfW* 
gin  m3  4fi67  or  fax  0171 70  <09  uatween 
tern  and  3pm  fcWfr] 


nor  he  them.  J Edgar  Hoover, 
director  of  the  FBI,  called 
Kempton  a snake  and  a rat; 
Kempton  had  compared  Hoo- 
ver with  Pinkerton,  founder 
of  the  19th-century  detective 
agency  for  the  rich.  In  1968, 
Kempton  was  arrested  by 
Mayor  Daley’s  police  at  the 
Democratic  national  conven- 
tion in  Chicago  and  convicted 
of  disorderly  conduct 
That  year  was  a turning 
point  for  American  liberals. 
Newspapers,  publishers  and 
TV  networks  were  shocked  to 
discover  how  many  of  the 
folks  out  there  sided,  not  with 
radicals  but  with  policemen 
and  the  conservative  working 
class  from  which  they  were 
recruited.  Life  after  that  was 
not  easy  for  a liberal  journal- 
ist especially  not  for  one  who 
spoke  his  mind,  and  whose 
mind  was  not  disposed  to 
make  allowances  for  rich  and 
powerful  media  barons  or  for 
working-class  bigotry. 


Kempton  tried  a brief  stint 
at  the  New  Republic  before  it 
abandoned  its  liberal  roots. 
The  hybrid  New  York  Worid- 
Telegram-Sun  was  shot  under 
him,  and  he  never  tried  for  a 
job  at  the  New  York  Times 
because  it  took  itself  too  seri- 
ously. In  1981,  when  the  Post 
was  taken  over  by  Rupert 
Murdoch,  Kempton  migrated 
to  the  Long  Island  newspaper, 
Newsday.  and  picked  up  a 
Pulitzer  prize  there.  In  recent 
years  he  found  a congenial 
home  at  the  New  York  Review 
of  Books:  it  was  happy  to 
publish  his  lengthy  essays, 
and  Kempton  became  the 
companion  of  its  co-editor, 
Barbara  Epstein.  He  wrote  for 
many  other  mapwiwwi,  but 
remained  a New  York,  rather 
than  a national,  journalist. 

He  was  a memorable  figure, 
kind,  courteous,  self-deprecat- 
ing and  formidable.  His  hair, 
once  crinkly  and  auburn, 
later  white  and  wispy,  was 


covered  in  wet  weather  by  a 
deliberately  unfashionable 
beret.  He  amused  his  critics 
and  alarmed  his  friends  by 
riding  an  elderly  three-speed 
bicycle  through  the  honking 
yellow  cabs  and  roller-blading 
messengers  of  the  Manhattan 
streets;  but  he  found  It  a use- 
ful vehicle  to  take  him  round 
the  city  and  refresh  his  con- 
tact with  Its  life.  To  the  end. 
be  tried  to  remain  a reporter. 

He  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
the  son  of  a stockbroker  who 
died  when  he  was  three.  On 
his  mother's  side,  he  was  de- 
scended from  Episcopal  cler- 
gymen and  slave-owners,  and 
ashamed  to  learn  that  an  an- 
cestor wrote  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Act  of  1850,  which 
allowed  slave  owners  to  drag 
back  runaways  fbr  severe 
punishment,  and  contributed 
to  the  crisis  which  ended  in 
the  Civil  War. 

He  was  educated  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  Batti- 


i more,  and  was  briefly  * social 
, worker  there  bnftire  moving 
to  PwRskUl.  NCw  York  nan. 
where  he  worked  for  the  radi- 
cal International  Latltea  Gar- 
ment Workers  union  He  got  a 
job  on  the  New  York  Peat  josf 
before  he  Joined  the  army, 
which  sent  him  to  fight  la  the 
Philippines.  He  said  that  once 
ambushed,  nobody  could  ever 
take  himself  seriously  again 
After  a brief  period  an  a 
paper  in  North  Carolina,  he 
went  hack  to  New  York  and 
the  Post. 

Kempton  was  married 
twice,  to  Mina  BluemantftAl 
and  Beverly  Gary  He  is  sur- 
vived by  a daughter  and  three 
sons  (a  fourth  died  in  a air 
crash);  and  also  by  two  grand- 
children. 

Godfrey  Hodgson 

James  Murray  Kampion. . jour- 
nalist. born  December  16  1917; 
died  May  5. 1997 
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Brown’s  meeting  with  American  sage  sealed  plan  for  new  Bank  regime 


Notebook 


Alex  Brummer 


Gordon  Btown  has 

earned  himself  a 
place  in  history  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer with  the  courage  to 
cede  one  of  the  greats  tools 
of  economic  policy  — inter- 
est rates  — to  the  Bank  of 
England. 

In  surrendering  this  lever 
of  power  to  Threadneedle 


Street  he  has  in  effect  de- 
cided to  shield  himself  and 
the  Treasury  from  the  polit- 
ical winds  which  have  so 
often  blown,  post  second 
world  war  British  govern- 
ments off  course.  Mr 
Brown’s  focus  on  this  has 
been  sharpened  by  the 
events  of  recent  months 
when  despite  several  warn- 
ings from  the  Bank  that 
consumer  demand  has  been 
heading  out  of  countrol  and 
the  inflation  target  moving 
into  the  further  distance, 
the  departing  Chancellor 
Kenneth  Clarke  refused  to 
act  in  the  run-up  and  during 
an  election  campaign. 

The  move  also  serais  to 
reflect  Mr  Brown's  liking 
for  formal  structures  rather 
than  policy  waWng  on  the 
hop.  Unlike  some  of  his  pre- 
decessors, he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  bring  some  great 
overarching  economic 
theory  to  the  job:  he  is  nei- 
ther a monetarist  nor 


Keynesian,  a supply -stder 
nor  neo-Keynesian.  As  his 
landmark  statement  makes 
clear,  his  goals  fit  into  the 
utilitarian  mode)  of  ending 
the  hopeless  cycle  of  insta- 
bility and  plugging  the  UK 
into  a virtuous  circle  of 
higher  investment  and 
longer  term  thinking.  It  is 
to  advance  these  goals  that 
he  has  made  the  intellectual 
leap  towards  an  Indepen- 
dent Bank  of  England,  only 
vaguely  foreshadowed  in 
the  manifesto,  but  sealed  in 
his  mind  during  a visit  with 
the  great  modern  sage  of 
central  banking,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Board,  Alan  Greenspan. 

The  structures  of  the  sys- 
tem he  is  setting  up  In  the 
UK  thus,  in  many  aspects, 
mimic  those  of  the  US.  The 
establishment  at  the  centre 
of  the  Bank  of  a Monetary 
Policy  Committee,  in  which 
Bank  insiders  — including  a 
soon-to-be-appolnted  second 


deputy  governor  will  have 
the  majority  vote  — follows 
the  model  of  the  Open  Mar- 
kets Committee  in  the  US. 
There  because  of  the 
regional  structure,  there  is 
a strong  input  from  the  hin- 
terlands. In  the  UK,  the  con- 
duit for  information  on  con- 
ditions in  the  real  economy 
Is  more  likely  to  be  the  four 

student  knows,  the  two  po- 
litical systems  are  very  dif- 
ferent. In  the  US  the  Federal 
Reserve  governors  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  executive, 
confirmed  and  scrutinised 
by  the  Senate  and  are  insu- 
lated from  political  interfer- 
ence by  extraordinary  long 
terms  of  14  years,  except  for 
the  chairman.  What  is  dis- 

that  searching  rather  than 
robust,  failing  to  bold  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  frilly  to  account 
There  is  also  the  concern, 
which  is  likely  to  be  ex- 
pressed loudly  by  critics  of 
the  change,  that  given  a 
fixed  inflation  target  of  2.5 
per  cent  or  under,  there  will 
be  a permanent  deflation- 
ary bias  built  into  the  econ- 

Indeed,  it  has  been 
remarkably  successful  in 
the  current  cycle  in  creat- 
ing conditions  in  which  the 
non-accelerating  inflation 
rate  of  unemployment  has 
been  nudged  down  to  ex- 
traordinary low  levels.  So 
with  the  right  skills  it  is  not 
necessarily  the  case  that  a 
central  bank  may  only  have 
a deflationary  bias:  al- 

tinct:  one  responsible  for  fi- 
nancial stability,  the  other 
for  monetary  stability. 
Even  if  detailed  banking 
regulation  were  to  eventu- 
ally be  hived  off  (as  it 
should  be),  financial  stabil- 
ity would  remain 

important 

The  most  significant  test 
of  the  success  of  Gordon 

A shield  against  the  winds  that  can 
often  blow  governments  off  course 

omy.  The  Bank/Monetary 
Policy  Committee  will  be 
mare  concerned  about  hit- 
ting the  target  than  how 
much  growth,  how  many 
people  will  be  rendered  uu- 

though  It  is  a hefty  risk.  But 
one  which  the  Governor 
Eddie  George,  was  yester- 
day confident  he  could 
overcome. 

The  process  of  winiowing 

credibility  into  the  UK’s 
money  market  apparatus 
will  be  in  the  bond  mar- 
kets. There  the  immediate 
reaction  was  to  raise  15 

outside  members  of  the 
committee.  In  the  US,  the 
outcome  of  Open  Markets 
Committee  deliberations  is 
immediately  signalled  to 
the  markets,  with  the  de- 
tailed minutes  published  in 
six  weeks.  That  too  will  be 
the  blueprint  for  New 
Labour’s  legislation. 

However,  as  any  A-level 

turbing  about  the  proposed 
UK  approach  is  that  the  ten- 
ure of  the  new  independent 
members  of  three  years  will 
leave  them  vulnerable  to 
some  political  manipula- 
tion. that  the  scrutiny  by 
the  House  of  Commons 
Treasury  and  Civil  Service 
Select  Committee  will  be 
weak,  uninformed  and  less 

employed  and  how  many 
people  dispossessed  of  their 
homes  because  of  an  inflexi- 
ble approach  to  Its  opera- 
tional mandate.  Clearly, 
this  has  not  been  the  case  in 
the  United  States  under  the 
Greenspan  regime,  which  is 
considered  as  expert  as  it  is 
possible  to  be  in  setting  in- 
terest rates  to  take  note  of 
fiscal  and  growth  trends. 

the  Bank’s  role  into  that  of 
a monetary  insltution  be- 
gins with  the  new  reforms 
Funding  policy,  through 
strategic  decisions  in  the 
gflts  market,  moves  to  the 
Treasury:  again  a US  paral- 
lel- The  appointment  of  a 
new  second  deputy  gover- 
nor also  means  that  the 
halves  of  the  Bank's  opera- 
tions will  become  more  dis- 

points,  thus  lowering  long- 
term interest  rates  despite 
the  upward  nudge  on  base 
rates.  Theoretically  that 
should  also  eventually  ex- 
ert some  modest  downward 
pressure  on  sterling  which 
Mr  George  has  declared  to 
be  "uncomfortably  strong.” 
Business  better  believe  it. 
otherwise  stability  may- 
give  way  to  stagnation. 

Rise  ‘will  curb  house  boom’ 


Richard  Thomas, 
Taresa  Hunter 
and  Charlotte  Denny 


1LLIONS  of 
homeowners  face 
steeper  mortgage 
bills  next  month 
after  the  decision 
by  Britain's  main  lenders  to 
push  up  rates  in  the  wake  of 
yesterday’s  quarter-point  base 
rate  rise.  • 

Halifax  and  Abbey 
National,  the  two  biggest 
home  loan  providers,  nudged 
up  their  rates  by  slightly 
more  than  0.25  per  cent  — 
sending  a typical  payment  up 
by  £16  a month. 

Announcing  his  first,  and 
last,  interest  rate  decision  the 


Chancellor,  Gordon  Brown, 
cited  signs  of  over-heating  in 
the  housing  market,  espe- 
cially in  the  South-east,  as 
justification  for  policy  tight- 
ening. Lenders  said  the  rise 
would  almost  certainly  take 
some  of  the  steam  out  of  the 
recovery. 

Abbey  National's  chief 
economist,  Barry  Naisbiti 
said:  “An  increase  in  borrow- 
ing costs  will  have  some  im- 
pact on  the  housing  market 
But  we  hope  this  will  not  be 
substantial  and  merely  damp 
down  some  of  the  areas  which 
are  overheating.” 

Mr  Brown  insisted  home- 
owners would  feel  the  benefit 
over  the  long  term.  "What  has 
angered  home  owners  is  the 
stop-go  economy  practised 


over  recent  years,”  he  told  a 
news  conference.  “1  believe 
this  will  be  welcomed  by 
home  owners  as  it  will  be  by 
businesses  throughout  the 
country  ” 

Halifax  borrowers  with 
£60.000  endowment  mortgages 
will  see  their  monthly  repay- 
ments rise  by  £16.17,  as  the 
society’s  interest  rises  from 
7.25  per  cent  to  7.6  per  cent, 
while  the  rate  paid  by  Abbey 
National  borrowers  will  rise 
from  7.29  per  cent  to  7.6  per 
cent.  Cheltenham  & Glouces- 
ter, Northern  Rock  and  Cov- 
entry all  increased  their  rates 
to  7.6  per  cent 

Mr  Brown  insisted  that  the 
dangers  of  rising  inflation 
had  made  the  move  neces- 
sary. with  internal  Treasury 


forecasts  showing  annual 
price  rises  running  closer  to  4 
per  cent  than  3 per  cent  by  the 
end  of  next  year. 

Rising  wages  — with  pay 
increases  running  at  a 5 per 
cent  annual  rate  — perky  con- 
sumer spending  and  strong 
growth  of  the  money  supply 
were  all  pointers  to  a looming 
inflation  risk,  he  said. 

Although  Mr  Brown 
stressed  his  concern  about 
the  problems  faced  by  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  — hit 
by  the  strength  of  sterling  — 
industrialists  reiterated  their 
concerns  over  the  impact  of  a 
stronger  pound,  after  another 
rise  yesterday. 

But  City  economists 
pointed  to  data  published  yes- 
terday by  the  Confederation 


of  British  Industry  and  Char- 
tered Institute  of  Purchasing 
and  Supply  as  evidence  that 
tightening  monetary  policy 
could  have  a perverse  effect 
on  the  economy. 

The  latest  CIPS  snapshot  of 
economic  activity  shows  man- 
ufacturers lagging  behind  the 
service  sector,  with  exporters 
particularly  suffering.  The 
CBFs  regional  trends  survey 
confirmed  the  bleak  outlook 
for  export-based  firms. 

Adam  Cole  from  HSBC 
James  C-apel  said:  “Higher  in- 
terest rates  and  a strong  ex- 
change rate  are  squeezing 
manufacturing  industry, 
where  inflation  pressures  are 
almost  non-existent,  and  hav- 
ing relatively  little  impact  on 
services.” 
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Repayment  mortgage  as 
suming  25  year  term 
MIRAS  limit  £30,000,  MITR 
af  15%. 


Loan 

£30,000 

£50,000 

£80,000 

£100,000 

£120,000 

£150,000 


at  7.60% 

£204.20 

£348.58 

£574.83 

£725.66 

£876.49 

£1102.74 


£5.59 

£10.12 

£16.99 

£21.56 

£26.14 

£33.01 


Source:  The  Halifax 


Business  calls 
for  increase 
in  taxation 


Shnon  Beavis 
and  Paul  Murphy 


BUSINESS  yesterday 
railed  on  the  Chancel- 
lor to  increases  taxes 
rather  than  rely  on  further  in- 
terest rale  rises. 

But  Gordon  Brown  received 
near  uwintmous  praise  from 
the  business  community  for 
his  decision  to  give  the  Bank 
nr  England  Independence  in 
setting  interest  rate  policy. 

Tltc  move  was  saluted  in 
the  City,  where  the  FTSE  10Q 
index  surged  to  a new  record 
of  ir»i9.y,  up  63.7  points,  and 
the  price  of  gilt-edged  stock 
jumped  by  more  than 
points. 

Ailair  Turner,  director  gen- 
eral or  the  CBI,  said  the  sur- 
prise announcement  was  "a 
welcome  sign  of  momentum 
and  speed"  from  Hie  new  Gov- 
ernment which  would  bolster 
the  credibility  of  Britain’s 


anti-inflationary  policy.  He 
accepted  that  a slight  rise  in 
interest  rates  was  needed  but 
said  the  CBI  would  want  to 
see  tax  changes  in  the  special 
June  Budget  — including 
action  on  levels  of  tax  allow- 
ances and  mortgage  interest 
relief.  Further  interest  rate 
rises  alone  would  push  up  the 
exchange  rate  and  damage 
exporters. 

The  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce  urged  the  Govern- 
ment to  push  up  personal 
taxes.  Deputy  director  gen- 
eral Ian  Peters  said:  “Small 
tax  rises  now  would  give  a tri- 
ple tonic  to  the  economy; 
reduced  consumer  demand,  a 
weaker  pound  and  lower  pub- 
lic borrowing.” 

The  House  Builders  Federa- 
tion regretted  the  increase, 
complaining  that  there  were 
no  signs  of  "serious  inflation" 
in  the  housing  market. 

John  Monks,  general  secre- 
tary- of  the  TUC.  said  the  rate 
rise  was  Inevitable  because  of 
the  “mistakes”  of  the  previ- 
ous government,  though  the 
TUC  concerned  about  the 
impact  on  jobs. 

Jeremy  Peal,  chief  econo- 
mist at  the  Royal  Bank  or 
Scotland,  spoke  for  most  fi- 
nancial strategists  when  he 
said:  “This  move  is  justified 
by  the  buoyancy  of  the  eco- 
nomic data  and  by  concerns 
about  the  Impact  of  consumer 
windfalls. 

"Perhaps  the  major  doubt 
is  whether  the  Chancellor 
should  have  increased  rates 
bv  half  a percentage  point, 
given  that  the  election  has  de- 
layed this  tightening  for  sev- 
eral months.” 


What  they  said 


Gordon  Brawn:  'These  changes  tn  ^ 

new  breadth  of  representation  on  the  Court  gthaM Banker 
England]  amount  to  the  most  to  the 

Bank  ot  England  since  it  was  established  m 1 694. 

Mr  Brawn;  Taken  as  a "hole,  raire 

that  decisions  are  taken  for  the  ^ 

economy  and  not  on  the 

Kenneth  Clarke:  'It  wont  be 
them  if  they  get  it  wrong  ’. 

Tony  Stair:  ‘The  biggest  decision  In  economic  policy  making 
since  the  war.'  
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The  days  of  man-to-man  combat  with  former  Chancellor  are  over  for  Eddie  George 

Bank  becomes  only  show  in  town 


Richard  Thomas  on  hie  new  engine 
room  of  monetary  policy-making 


THE  man-to-man  com- 
bat of  the  Chancellor 
versus  the  Governor, 
dabbed  the  “Ken  and  Eddie 
Show”  in  the  last  govern- 
ment, has  gone. 

In  its  place  is  a more  pop- 
ulated arena  where  more 
egos  ran  clash,  more  opin- 
ions can  be  aired  — and 
which  markets  and  Journal- 
ists will  watch  like  hawks 
for  signs  of  division. 

Made  up  of  five  Bank  of 
England  appointees  and 
four  outsiders,  the  Mone- 
tary Policy  Committee  will 
be  the  engine  room  of  mon- 
etary policy-making. 

Four  seats  are  already 


taken:  the  Governor,  Eddie 
George,  and  the  deputy  gov- 
ernor, Heyward  Davies,  will 
be  on  the  committee.  Mr 
George  has  already  tapped 
two  Threadneedle  Street  in- 
siders, directors  Mervyn 
King  and  Ian  Plenderleith, 
to  join  the  group. 

In  addition,  Mr  Brown 
plans  to  appoint  a new, 
second  deputy  governor. 
One  deputy  will  deal  with 
monetary  stability,  the 
other  with  financial  stabil- 
ity, with  the  division  to 
come  Into  force  only  when 
the  independence  legisla- 
tion has  been  passed.  That 
leaves  Mr  Brown  to  pick 


the  final  four,  who  he  says, 
will  be  “recognised  ex- 
perts'’: Rolling  three-year 
terms  will  become  the 
norm  for  all  bnt  the  top 
three.  Treasury  officials 
may  attend  in  a non-voting 

capacity. 

Following  the  pattern  of 
the  existing  monetary  pol- 
icy meetings,  the  commit- 
tee will  gather  on  a pre-ar- 
ranged date  each  month, 
and  publish  minutes  of  the 
discussion  “no  later”  than 
six  weeks  afterwards.  A 
vote  will  be  taken  on  what 
should  happen  to  rates, 
with  the  Governor  only  vot- 
ing In  the  event  of  a 4-4 
draw  among  the  other 
members.  The  votes  of  each 
will  also  be  published. 

Given  the  intense  scru- 
tiny that  members  will  be 


under,  the  Chancellor  will 

have  to  pick  carefully.  The 
front-runner,  indeed  the 
only  serious  runner  so  far. 
for  the  new  deputy  gover- 
norship is  Gavyn  Davies, 
currently  chief  economist 
at  Goldman  Sachs. 

But  the  disadvantage  for 
City  economists  is  the 
requirement  to  give  up 
their  lucrative  jobs.  Panel 
members  will  be  allowed  to 
moonlight  in  other  jobs, 
with  the  approval  of  the 
Chancellor,  so  long  as  no 
“conflict  Of  interest” 
arises. 

However,  Roger  Bootle, 
head  of  economics  at  HSBC 
Markets  and  the  latest 
recruit  to  the  defunct  panel 
of  “Wise  economists”,  is  a 
contender.  Women  are  cer- 
tain to  feature. 


CBI  softens  its 
opposition  to 


Simon  Beavis 
Industrial  Editor 


1G  BUSINESS  offered  a 
significant  concession 
over  the  new  Chancel- 
lor’s planned  windfall  tax  yes- 
terday when  the  Confedera- 
tion of  British  Industry  said  it 
would  accept  the  levy  pro- 
vided it  was  genuinely  one-off 
and  not  too  onerous. 

Adair  Turner,  the  CBI  di- 
rector general,  made  it  clear 
the  employers'  organisation 
had  dropped  its  once  fervent 
opposition  to  the  tax  and  ac- 
cepted it  would  be  imposed. 
Business  would  go  along  with 
it  as  long  as  it  was  limited  to  a 
maximum  of  about  £4  billion 
and  did  not  recur. 

Mr  Turner’s  public  conces- 
sion is  significant,  since  the 
CBI  counts  some  of  the  coun- 
try’s biggest  utilities  among 
its  membership.  It  suggests 
that  Gordon  Brown  can  plan 
his  special  Budget  in  six 
weeks  with  the  windfall  tax 
as  the  centrepiece  without  the 
prospect  of  a big  battle  with 
industry. 

Mr  Turner  told  the  Guard- 
ian: ”We  accept  it  is  going  to 
happen.  The  issue  is  to  get  it 
out  of  the  way.” 

He  added:  “The  tone  in 
which  I have  described  it  is 
very  much  the  tone  you  will 
find  in  almost  all  of  the 
utilities.” 

Ahead  of  the  election,  a 


number  of  water,  electricity 
and  gas  companies  made  it 
clear  they  would  oppose  the 
tax  and  would  even  challenge 
it  in  the  courts. 

That  could  still  happen,  but 
Mr  Turner  stipulated  three 
ways  for  the  Chancellor  to 
make  his  proposal  palatable. 
He  argued  it  should  be  as 
"modest  as  possible”,  "trans- 
parent" and  “truly  one-off”. 

It  should  be  based  on  cur- 
rent financial  data  or  on  past 
profits  even  if  the  Chancellor 
allowed  companies  to  pay  the 
levy  over  a number  of  years. 
"If  it  is  one-off  and  not  too 
excessive  it  will  not  affect  the 
decision  making  processes  of 
these  companies  going 
forward.” 

He  stressed  he  did  not  know 
what  figure  Mr  Brown  would 
plump  for,  though  he  quoted 
£3  billion  to  £4  billion  as  the 
level  at  which  the  utilities 
could  bear  the  tax.  There 
were  suggestions  ahead  of  the 
election  that  the  tax  could 
pull  in  as  much  as  £10  billion. 

Mr  Turner  also  welcomed 
the  new  Government’s  pro- 
European  stance  and  its  view 
that  Britain  should  remain 
open  to  joining  a single  cur- 
rency. though  he  made  it 
dear  that  Britain  would  not 
be  ready  to  join  the  first  wave 
of  EMU  membership  in  Janu- 
ary 1999  because  the  British 
economy  was  operating  on  a 
different  economic  cycle  from 
big  continental  economies. 


Treasury 
to  manage 
and  fund 
state  debt 


Mark  Miner 


Responsibility  for 
managing  and  funding 
the  Government’s  debt 
will  move  from  the  Bank  of 
England  to  the  Treasury 
under  the  new  monetary  pol- 
icy framework. 

Ttae  number  of  jobs  in- 
volved in  the  switch  is  not  yet 
clear  but  the  change  of  man- 
agement is  not  thought  likely 
to  worry  investors.  The  move 
will  also  bring  the  British 
government  bond  market 
more  into  line  with  other 
countries. 

Radical  reform  over  the  last 
few  vears  of  the  way  in  which 
the 'gilt  market  operates, 
brought  in  by  the  Bank  itself, 
has  reduced  the  need  for  the 
knowledge  of  market  senti- 
ment which  was  regarded  as 
the  Bank’s  especial  preserve. 

The  traditional  flexible  ap- 
proach. where  the  Bank  sold 
what  it  thought  the  market 
would  buy  at  the  best  price 
and  then  dribbled  out  any 
stock  it  was  left  with,  has  been 
replaced  by  a much  more  in- 
stitutionalised approach 
through  the  introduction  of  a 
gilts  “auction"  calendar, 
where  sales  dates  are  sig- 
nalled wen  in  advance.  That 
takes  away  a considerable 
amount  of  the  traditional  flex- 
ibility enjoyed  by  the  Bank, 
but  the  removal  of  the  uncer- 
tainty engendered  by  the  old 
Systran  is  seen  as  a big  plus 
“I  don't  think  there  is  any 
great  concern  that  the  Trea- 
sury is  taking  over  funding.” 
said  Paribas  economist  Nick 
Parsons.  “Granting  the  Bank 
independence  removes  one  of 
the  gilts  market's  main  fears 
that  they  [the  Government] 
might  embark  on  a profligate 
borrowing  regime.” 


Growing 

trend 


EDDIE  George  has  joined 
a growing  band  of  central 
bankers  who  have  control 
over  setting  interest  rates. 

Ten  years  ago,  only  the 
Swiss,  American  and  Ger- 
man central  banks  were  in- 
dependent Since  then 
countries  like  Mexico, 
France,  the  Philippines, 
New  Zealand.  Chile  and 
Argentina  have  put  inter- 
est rates  in  the  hands  of  the 
bankers. 

□USA 

The  Open  Market  Commit- 
tee of  the  Federal  Reserve 
system  made  up  of 
regional  Reserve  Bank 
presidents  and  the  seven 
members  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  of  Gover- 
nors decides  interest  rates. 

□New  Zealand 
The  sole  objective  for  the 
Reserve  Bank  of  New  Zea- 
land is  to  keep  inflation 
within  the  targets  set  by 
the  minister  of  finance.  If 
the  central  bank  governor 
fails  to  meet  bis  inflation 
target  he  loses  his  job. 

D Germany 

The  Bundesbank  has  sole 
responsibility  for  deter- 
mining German  interest 
rates.  Its  legislative  goal  is 
to  safeguard  the  currency 
but  it  must  co-operate  with 
government  by  supporting 
the  general  economic  pol- 
icy of  the  Federal  Cabinet 
The  German  system  is  less 
open  than  the  others. 

□France 

Interest  rates  are  set  by  a 
nine  strong  monetary 
council,  made  up  of  the 
governor  of  the  Banque  de 
France,  two  deputy  gover- 
nors and  six  members  from 
outside  the  French  central 
bank. 

Charlotte  Denny 
and  Mark  Milner 
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Branson’s  stations  will  be  re-targeted 
if  £87mdeal  is  approved  by  regulator 


Julia  Finch 


LONDON’S  Capital 

Radio  is  lining  up  an 
all-out  assault  on  the 
BBC's  flagship  pop 
station.  Radio  I.  after  buying 
out  its  arch-rival  Virgin 
Radio. 

Capital  yesterday  agreed  an 
£87  million  deal  to  take  over 
Virgin  Radio  — which  has  a 
nationwide  AM  frequency 
and  a London  FM  station. 

Virgin’s  chief,  Richard 
Branson,  will  become  a non- 
executive director  of  Capital 
and  his  private  company  will 
become  Capital's  biggest 
shareholder,  with  a 14  per 
cent  stake. 

The  deal  will  make  Capital 
Britain’s  biggest  radio  group. 
It  already  broadcasts  on  AM 
and  FM  in  London  and  it 
owns  or  controls  11  regional 
radio  stations,  including 
BRMB  in  Birmingham, 
Invicta  in  Kent  and  Oxford- 
based  Fox  FM. 

The  agreement  needs  ap- 
proval from  the  Radio  Au- 
thority, which  must  rule 
whether  it  could  be  against 
the  public  interest  for  Capital 
to  have  three  local  licences, 
including  two  on  FM,  in  Lon- 
don. But  if  Capital  gets  ap- 
proval it  will  re-target  Vir- 


gin’s AM  and  PM  output, 
which  have  a total  of  3.5  mil- 
lion listeners. 

The  two  Virgin  stations 
carry  the  same  programming, 
but  Capital  Radio's  managing 
director,  Richard  Eyre,  plans 
to  split  them  to  win  new 
listeners. 

Virgin  AM  will  be  repack- 
aged to  appeal  to  15  to  34-year- 
olds.  Mr  Eyre  said  it  would 
bring  in  new  presenters  and 
programming  and  offer 
“lighter,  more  guitary”  listen- 
ing. Asked  if  he  was  targeting 
Radio  l's  youth  audience,  Mr 
Eyre  said:  “Absolutely.” 
Meanwhile  Virgin  FM  in 
London,  which  has  recently 
been  waging  a savage  anti- 
Capital  Radio  advertising 
campaign,  will  become  a rock 
station  aimed  at  24  to  40-year- 
olds. 

“It  will  he  something  en- 
tirely new  for  London,"  Mr 
Eyre  said.  “It  will  be  a baLs- 
oqt.  edgy  rods:  station.” 
Capital  FM,  which  has  5.8 
million  listeners,  will  con- 
tinue to  concentrate  on  its 
mass  market  audience,  while 
Capital  Gold,  broadcast  on 
AM,  will  remain  nnchanged 
with  its  combination  of 
golden  oldies  and  sport 
Virgin  Radio  was  launched 
four  years  ago,  originally  just 
on  AM.  Last  year  it  made  a 


profit  of  £1.6  mill  ion.  Capital  1 
is  paying  £65  million  for  Vir- 
gin, financed  from  new 
shares,  and  taking  on  £22  mil- 
lion of  debt  Capital  gets  the 
right  to  nse  the  Virgin  Radio 
brand  name  for  25  years.  ( 

Mr  Eyre  said  the  new  en-  ] 
larged  group  — which  can 
reach  38  per  cent  of  London 
listeners  and  a new  nation- 
wide audience  — should  ap- 
peal to  advertisers.  However, 
last  night  Capital  shares 
closed  down  6p  at  540p. 

Alongside  the  acquisition 
details.  Capital  also  unveiled  I 
financial  results  for  the  Six 
months  to  the  end  of  March. 
Profits  before  a one-off  gain 
were  up  9 per  cent  to  £17  mil- 
lion on  turnover  up  41  per  I 
cent  to  £54  million.  | 

Yesterday  Capital  — which 
failed  to  win  the  last  London 
FM  licence  on  offer  last  year 
— said  the  Virgin  deal  was  a 
stride  towards  its  “long-term 
strategy  of  building  a music 
entertainment  group”. 

Mr  Branson  said  the  [ 
merger  would  allow  an 
effective  challenge  to  the 
BBC’s  dominance  in  digital 
radio  technology.  Virgin’s 
nationwide  AM  station  is 
guaranteed  a digital  broad- 
casting slot 

Digital  radio  offers  better 
quality  listening,  and  It  is 
likely  to  start  in  about  18 
months  time.  But  so  far  the 
equipment  needed  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  clearer  signal 
is  very  expensive. 


Chris  Tarrant,  Capital  Radio’s  star  DJ  who  hosts  the  breakfast  show,  which  attracts  more  than  3 million  listeners 


Capital  buys  its  rival 
Virgin  as  it  prepares 
to  challenge  Radio  1 


Norwich  Union  unveils 
the  big  windfall  day 


Richard  Miles 


ORWICH  Union  is  to 
dole  out  L3b£Uion  free 
shares  to  members 
when  the  insurance  company 
makes  its  debut  on  the  stock 
market  on  June  16,  it  said 
yesterday. 

Nearly  3 million  policyhold- 
ers will  enjoy  windfalls  worth 
a minimum  of  £330.  although 
the  majority  can  look  forward 
to  handouts  worth  an  average 
of  between  £730  and  £970. 

About  1.8  million  with-prof- 
its customers  will  get  a mini- 
mum  of  300  free  shares,  de- 
pending on  the  term  and 
value  of  their  policies,  while 
1.1  mfflirm  non-profit  mem- 
bers will  each  receive  a bun- 
dle of  150  shares. 

At  flotation,  the  shares  are 
expected  to  be  priced  at  be- 
tween 220p  and  265p,  accord- 
ing to  the  company’s  financial 
adviser  Kleinwort  Benson. 
Thls  would  value  Norwich 
Union  at  about  £5  billion. 


Members  will  also  get  the 
chance  to  subscribe  for  addi- 
tional shares  at  a discount 
which  wfll  be  published  on 
May  21.  Non-members  — both 
private  and  institutional  In- 
vestors — may  apply  for 
shares  too  from  that  date,  but 
without  the  discount 

Details  of  the  share  offer 
will  be  despatched  to  mem- 
bers over  the  next  week. 
Minimum  application  for 
members  is  £400,  while  the 
maximum  Is  pegged,  at 
£100.000.  Non-members  must 
buy  at  least  £1,000  worth  of 
shares.  The  deadline  for  the 
offer  is  June  10. 

Norwich  Union  expects  the 
offer  to  raise  £1.75  billion 
from  private  and  Institutional 
Investors,  with  £1.5  billion  of 
the  extra  capital  injected  into 
the  with-profits  life  fond.  The 
remaining  money  will  be 
used  as  working  capital  and 
to  pay  for  flotation  costs,  esti- 
mated at  £120  million. 

The  company  said  it  would 
make  a single  company  Per- 


sonal Equity  Plan  available  to 
members  who  want  to  keep 
their  free  shares.  There  will 
be  no  upfront  charges  on  the 
PEP,  and  the  first  year's  man- 
agement fee  will  be  waived. 
Or  customers  can  opt  to 
receive  a share  certificate. 

But  stockbrokers  yesterday 
expressed  concern  about  the 
tuning  of  Norwich  Union’s 
flotation,  coming  two  weeks 
after  the  Halifax’s  £12  billion 
debut  on  the  stock  market  on 
June  2,  the  biggest  share 
issue  in  British  history. 

Brokers  fear  the  City's 
share  dealing  systems  may 
not  be  able  to  cope  with  the 
volume  of  trades.  Jeremy  Bat- 
stone  of  Natwest  Stock- 
brokers said:  “So  soon  after 
the  Halifax’s  flotation,  it 
might  put  a lot  more  pressure 
on  the  system.  It  will  be  yet 
another  test” 

Norwich  Union  will  pro- 
vide its  own  share-dealing 
service,  but  a spokeswoman 
said  yesterday  that  it  was  un- 
likely to  be  free. 


Lloyd’s  deficit  at  £484m 
with  Names  debt  hangover 


Sarah  Ryle 


THE  Corporation  of 
Lloyd’s,  which  today  an- 
nounced a deficit  of  £484 
million  in  1996  compared  to 
less  than  £14  million  the  pre- 
vious year,  expects  to  recoup 
only  half  of  the  £600  million 
in  debts  owed  by  Names. 

Finance  director  Bob 
Hewes  said  there  were  1,300 
writs  outstanding,  with  hun- 
dreds more  potential  individ- 
ual legal  actions  pending,  as 
Lloyd's  attempted  to  regain 
the  debt  He  said  Lloyd's 
would  be  delighted  to  recover 
half  of  this  sum  as  it  accepted 
that  some  people  were  unable 
to  pay  up. 

Executives  of  the  corpora- 
tion, which  provides  the  in- 
frastructure behind  the 
Lloyd’s  insurance  market,  im- 
mediately played  down  the 
huge  decline  on  its  revenue 
account. 


They  said  expectations  of  £1 
billion  market  profits  in  1994 
— to  be  unveiled  on  June  6 at 
the  Lloyd’s  agm  along  with  es- 
timates of  a similar  scale  of 
warnings  for  1995  and  1996  — 
were  not  unreasonable.  The 
insurance  market’s  profit/ 
loss  accounts  are  always 
three  years  in  arrears. 

Mr  Hewes  set  out  the  impli- 
cations for  the  corporation  of 
the  market's  efforts  to  put  a 
«-ap  on  the  long-term  financial 
damage  caused  by  the  £8 
billion  losses  sustained  be- 
tween 1988  and  1992. 

Most  of  the  corporation's 
deficit  was  due  to  the  £486  mil- 
lion contribution  made  by 
Lloyd’s,  via  foe  corporation,  to 
settle  these  losses-  Other  sub- 
stantial costs  were  incurred  as 
a result  of  the  Reconstruction 
and  Renewal  (R&R)  pro- 
gramme set  up  last  year. 

Mr  Hewes  said  R&R,  de- 
signed to  ring-fence  the  pre- 
1992  losses  sustained  through 


the  inability  or  unwillingness 
of  Lloyd's  Names  to  meet 
their  liabilities,  also  contrib- 
uted to  operating  costs. 

The  corporation  insisted 
that  these  deficits  would  not 
he  repeated  in  1997.  Lloyd's 
chief  executive  officer,  Ron 
Sandler,  said:  “The  recon- 
struction and  the  settling  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  liti- 
gation that  beset  us  has  re- 
moved huge  uncertainties  at 
all  levels:  most  Importantly 
for  many  thousands  of  mem- 
bers and  their  fhmilles;  but 
also  for  the  society  as  a 
whole,  for  all  those  who  wish 
to  trade  forward  and  for  the 
businesses  that  operate  at 
Lloyd’s.” 

Members  win  also  learn 
today  that  their  subscriptions 
and  entrance  fees  will  rise 
this  year,  although  Mr  Hewes 
said  Lloyd’s  alms  to  make 
this  a one-off  Increase  to  fond 
the  changes  and  hopes  to 
reduce  fees  again  next  year. 


Coffee  king  still 
full  of  beans 


OUTLOOK/Nestte 
chief  looks  back 
with  satisfaction, 
MARK  MILNER 
reports  in  Zurich 

THERE  is  something 
oddly  disconcerting 
about  watching  a doz- 
en, soberly  suited,  mainly 
middle-aged  Swiss  men  get- 
ting worked  up  about  a pet 
food  called  Friskles,  the  Ec- 
uadorian biscuit  market  or 
the  coffee  drinking  procliv- 
ities of  Russia  and  the 
Ukraine. 

If  you  work  for  Nestfe, 
however,  a certain  evan- 
gelical fervour  about  the 
merits  of  assorted  ice 
creams,  mineral  waters, 
even  KitKat  and  Smarties 
goes  with  the  territory. 

Yesterday,  though.  Nes- 
tle's  chairman  and  chief  ex- 
ecutive officer,  Helmut 
Maucher,  was  in  valedic- 
tory rather  than  proselytis- 
ing mode.  Later  this  year, 
the  near-septuagenarian 
Mr  Maucher  will  be  stand- 
ing down  and  is  not  averse 
to  reviewing  the  admittedly 
considerable  progress 
Nestte  has  made  under  his 
16-year  stewardship. 

Back  in  the  early  1980s. 
Nestfe  was  heavily  depen- 
dent on  Europe  and  half  its 
profits  came  from  coffee. 
Over  the  years  since  then, 
however,  it  has  widened 
both  its  geographic  reach 
and  product  range.  It  is 
now  big  on  bottled  water, 
with  brands  like  Perrier 
and  Vittel.  ice  cream,  choc- 
olate and  confectionary. 

Not  that  coffee  is  sud- 
denly unimportant.  The 
world  gumles  3,000  cops  of 
Nescafe  every  second.  Rus- 
sia and  the  Ukraine  are 
showing  an  increasing 
taste  for  the  stuff.  Nestle 
executives  still  lie  awake  at 
night  worrying  If  there  will 
be  frost  in  Brazil  in  August. 

Mr  Maucher  fulminates 
against  the  tendency  of  the 
coffee  market  (where  prices 
have  doubled  in  the  last  few 
months)  to  exhibit  the  vola- 
tility previously  the  pre- 
serve of  the  cocoa  and, 
heaven  help  us,  the  finan- 


cial markets.  “It  is  just 
speculative,  people  with  no 
knowledge . . . having  noth- 
ing to  do  with  coffee.”  he 
splutters. 

Back  at  the  start  of  the 
last  decade,  when  Mr 
Maucher  assumed  the  top 
slot  at  Nestld,  sales  totalled 
Swfr24J5  billion.  Last  year, 
they  reached  Swfr60.5  bil- 
lion. Net  profits  have  qua- 
drupled to  Swfr3.4  billion 
while  margins  have  doubl- 
ed — though  from,  a low 
base. 

Nor  have  shareholders 
missed  out.  The  share  price 
has  soared  from  under 
Swfr200  to  around 
Swfr2,000.  Some  of  the  im- 
provement in  the  group’s 
operating  performance  has 
come  from  acquisitions. 
Over  the  last  15  years. 
Nestle  has  spent  Swfr33  bil- 
lion on  acquisitions  but 
picked  up  only  Swfr7.4  bil- 
lion from  disposals. 

IN  FUTURE.  NestlS  is  look- 
ing to  rely  primarily  on 
organic  growth,  though  it 
win  not  be  averse  to  seizing 
“strategic  opportunities  if 
they  arise”.  Nor  Is  it  likely 
to  be  doing  too  much  divest- 
ing. The  suggestion  that 
Nestle  might  sell  its  US- 
based  pharmaceuticals  busi- 
ness, Alcon,  is  met  with  de- 
rision by  Mr  Maucher. 

He  is  no  more  receptive  to 
suggestions  that  the  com- 
pany might  want  to  dispose 
of  its  holding  in  L’Oreal, 
where  it  owns  49  per  cent  of 
GesparaL  the  French  cos- 
metic group’s  holding  com- 
pany. All  in  all,  reckons  Mr 
Maucher:  "I  can  look  back 
over  my  track  record  with  a 
certain  gratification.” 

But  what  of  the  future? 
Of  most  immediate  note  is 
the  company’s  forecast  that 
1997  is  likely  to  be  a pretty 
good  year.  First  quarter 
sales  were  up  more  thaw  is 
per  cent  on  the  same  , period 
last  time,  though  the 
second  half  may  see  slower 
growth  because  of  less 
favourable  foreign  ex- 
change-comparisons. 

In  the  longer  term,  much 
will  hinge  on  the  new  chief 
executive  officer  elect. 
Peter  Brabeck-Letmathe, 
and  how  he  gets  on  with  Mr 
Maucher,  who  will  stay  on 
as  chairman. 


Shell 
fails  to 
pacify 
critics 


Roger  Cows 


SHAREHOLDER  pres- 
sure against  Shell  con- 
tinued to  mount  yester- 
day as  the  oil  group  published 
its  first  environmental  report 
in  an  effort  to  pacify  critics  of 
its  performance,  especially  in 
Nigeria. 

Big  institutional  sharehold- 
ers were  urged  to  support  a 
critical  resolution  for  Shell’s 
annual  meeting  next  week 
which  has  been  sponsored  by 
foe  shareholder  advice  group. 
Pirc. 

At  a meeting  organised  by 
Pirc,  former  Shell  executive 
Str  Geoffrey  Chandler,  speak- 
ing for  Amnesty  UK,  said 
shareholders  must  show  “they 
are  on  the  side  of  the  future”. 
Clive  Wicks,  of  foe  Worldwide 
Fund  for  Nature,  said  up  to 
£4  billion  would  have  to  be 
spent  to  riflan  up  damage  in 
Nigeria. 

Struan  Simpson,  an  oil  in- 
dustry specialist  who  is  a 
member  of  Shell’s  Nigerian 
environment  survey,  dis- 
closed that  he  wrote  to  the 
Chairman,  John  Jennings,  yes- 
terday saying  foe  company 
should  be  urging  shareholders 
to  back  the  resolution. 

It  calls  on  Shell  to 
strengthen  the  management  of 
environmental  and  social  af- 
fairs. including  regular 
reporting  to  shareholders  and 
an  independent  review.  It  also 
calls  on  Shell  to  publish  a 
repeat  before  the  end  of  this 
year  on  Its  controversial  Nige- 
rian activities. 

Shell's  report  admits  that  it 
does  not  meet  Nigeria’s  tough 
hew  environment  laws,  and 
will  not  do  so  for  years.  Phil 
Watts,  director  Of  plannings 
environment  and  external  af- 
fairs, said  the  report  was  the 
result  of  “a  huge  effort  on  the 
environment  in  foe  past  18 
months”. 

The  report  mchides  some 
data  on  safety,  pollution  and 
waste.  But  it  does  not  meet  im- 
portant, generally  accepted  cri- 
teria for  environmental 
reports.  Mr  Watts  said  targets 
could  only  come  from  the  oper- 
ating units,  many  of  which  had 
not  yet  developed  environmen- 
tal systems  sufficiently. 


News  in  brief 


Gold  hoax  company** 
activities  are  frozen 

INDONESIA  froze  yesterday  all  foe  activities  of  foe  Canadian  ' 
company  behind  the  Busang  gaW  And  tn  Borneo  that  was  hi  nnlUrt  - 
a hoax  on  Monday,  pending  an  investigation  into  the  affair.  ‘7  = 

Detectives  have  already  begun  an  investigation  into  how  the  - 
fraud  involving  Bre-X  Minerals  was  perpetrated  and  maintained  . 
for  two  years. 

Bre-X  shares  virtually  collapsed  on  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange 
yesterday,  with  the  stock  down  ton  mere  six  Canadian  centorter 
losing  SC3J7  (£1.41)  within  minutes  rf  foe  opening.  It  later 11 recov- 
ered" to  10  cents. 

Indonesian  Minister  of  mines  and  energy  Itla  Sudjana said: 

•The  government  is  freezing  all  the  activities  of  Bre-X  and  its  . 
subsidiaries  in  the  Indonesian  archipelago  until  weknow  for  ’ 

certain  what.  Ifany,  legal  action  we  can  take  against  the  etxn-  ■ 
pany.” — John  Aglwnby  in  Jakarta 


Another  blow  for  Eurotunnel 

EUROTUNNEL'S  acute  financial  problems  were  highlighted 
agam  yesterday  when  it  failed,  in  its  attempt  to  recover  up  to 
£1  billion  in  lost  revenue  from  contractors  for  delivering  feutty  • 
rolling  stock. 

An  Independent  panel  has  ruled  that  “a  large  number”  of 
Eurotunnel's  claims  against  TML,  the  consortium  of  compwdee 
which  built  the  tunnel,  were  inadmissable. 

The  claim  was  made  before  last  November’s  fire  in  the  timnal  ..' 
and  covers  equipment  delivered  since  the  opening  of  the  tuaart&r 
1995.  But  the  panel  has  ruled  that  Eurotunnel  is  entitled  to  date  , 
damages  for  some  deficiencies  in  rolling  stock. 

It  has  encouraged  both  sides  to  negotiate  between  themsatete.  : 
Eurotunflri’s  board  wfll  review  the  decision  and  can  also  deckfeto 

submit  the  case  for  arbitration,  to  the  international  chamber  of - 

commerce  but  must  doso  within  90  days.  - Keith  Harper  ; 


5,000 jobs  hope  at  Whitbread 

WHITBREAD  is  expected  to  announce  that  it  hopes  to  create  5,000 
new  catering  jobs  when  the  brewing  and  restaurants  group 
unveils  its  annual  profits  today. 

The  company  is  aiming  to  open  90  new  Brewers  Fayre  outlets 
and  40  more  Travel  Inn  hotels  in  the  next  12  months.  It  is  also 
planning  a big  expansion  programme  at  its  newly-acquired  Done 
and  Cafe  Rouge  chain,  with  50  new  openings  scheduled. 

, openings  at  ltsDwtid 

Lloyd  tennis  and  fitness  club  offshoot  with  the  expansion  pto*  • 
likely  to  cost  £S00  million  but  is  also  likely  to  confirmthe 
of 480  under-performing  pubs  and  off-licences. 

VThitbread’s  profits  are  expected  to  be  around  £320  mflUatOtP 
from  £283  million  foe  previous  year.  The  shares  added  23pS> 

790p . — Julia  Finch  ^ - 


Intel’s  latest  chip  flawed 

Intel,  the  world’s  dominant  chip  maker,  nnvells  its  new  Pentium 
fim^processortoday, but  the  occasion  has  beenmarred  by  a- 
bug  that  causes  foe  chip  to  make  mistakes  to  crane  rvwmbrv 
mathematical  calculations.  . . . 

, The  flaw  emerged  on  a web  site  caDed  Intel  Secrets  .v 

(http^/Mf  wwj86.org)  maintained  by  Robert  Collins. » atitwU-  54  ’ 
Valley  engineer,  who  has  been  a thorn  in  Intel's  side  for  years. 
^nEl^^^W„aa¥rKyofacUvityastI»ylryt6  ; 

“We  ^ve  a team  of  engineers  checking  to  see  whether  there  li  ' : 
an  errata  and  wshould  flffly  determine  whether  there  Is  a 
problem  this  week,  said  an  Intel  official,  “inhere  is.  we  will  • 
create  an  action  plan. 

“We  don’t  think  the  problem  is  very  significant  but  we  wilt 
publish  the  results  on  the  Web  and  let  users  deckle  what  they 
want  to  do.  — Mark  Tnn  in  New  York  Y .-:v 


...BECAUSE  WITH  DIRECT  DEBIT  BILLS  CAN  BE  SPREAD  AND  IN  THE  UNLIKELY  EVENT 
OF  AN  ERROR  YOUR  BANK  GUARANTEES  TO  REFUND  YOUR  MONEY  IMMEDIATELY. 
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OH#*  Hawkins  on 

the&lassic  targets 
for  faster  colis 

J^N  REIDnftariydida 
*EW»  yesterday  and 
hag  to  rifle  for  Ms  life 
to*emnw«Cityhonieln 
tittCfctwter  Vase,  one  of  the 

Shergar 

back  feggLBSi,  has  gradually 
tost  is*.  fdgnfflratice  as  a 
■pointer,  'however* 
foama’  City's  33-1 

4 br  Epsom  seems  a 
: of  the  value 


ipanys 

rozen 


Panama 
i tuasoited  by  a slow 
_ and  was  badly 
[half  a mile  out.  As 
' 1 had  to  switch 
rail  to  get  a ran 
and.it  was  only  in  the  final 
fhrto^y  that,  he  began  to 
stretch  to  effect.  . 

With  Ivan  Luis  flBfaMwg 
- like  a train  on  the  outBide  it 
became  a desperate  affair 
and  Panama  City  hong  on 
by  ahead. 

“He’ll  definitely  rah  In  a 
Darby,  probably  the  ltat 
lah."  said  Peter  Chapple- 
Hyam+  the  trainer.  “But  at 
home  fids  horse  goes  better 
than  Revoque.  Mind  you  1 
go  better  than  RevoqueP’ 

The  Irish  2,000  Guineas 
now  seems  to  be  the  plan 
for  tile  latter  who  was  not 
Us  ttsuaT  lazy  self  In  a can- 
tor at  Manton  yesterday 
morning  and  went  a tor- 
long  farther  than  was 
planned. 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


City  slicker . . . Panama  City  responds  to  John  Reid’s  nrgings  to  deny  Ivan  Lnh,  (left)  in  the  Chester  Vase 


“Revoque  lost  seven  kilos 
after  the  Guineas  which 
compares  to  12  after  file 
Greenham  at  Newbury 
which  . is  only  down  the 
road,”  said  Robert  Sang- 
ster,  the  colt’s  owner.  “At 
the  moment  it  looks  as  if 
he’ll  go  for  the  Irish  Guin- 
eas followed  by  the  Derby, 
the  same  route  we  took 
with  The  Minstrel. 

'T  think  Entrepreneur  is 
a silly  price  at  odds-on  for 
the  Derby  — on  his  dam’s 
side  he’s  not  certain  to 
stay.” 


Entrepreneur  is  4-5  with 
Ladbrokes  but  one  horse 
who  may  not  be  a “silly 
price”  is  Eahris,  still  a 20-1 
chance  with  the  Tote.  Fah- 
ris,  trained  by  Ben  Ban- 
bury, beat  Panama  City  by 
three  lengths  at  Newmar- 
ket last  month. 

Hill's  reported  a bet  of 
£2,000  each-way  on  Fahris 
and  cut  him  to  16-1,  hut  un- 
fortunately Hanbury  is  not 
keen  on  giving  him  another 
ran  before  Epsom  so  we 
shall  learn  no  more  about 
him. 


There  are  few  better  bred 
animals  In  training  than 


Conon  Falls  who  won  yes- 
terday’s Crabwall  Manor 
Maiden  Stakes  in  smooth 
fashion  and  is  engaged  in 
all  the  big  races. 

This  half-brother,  by 
Sadler’s  Wells  to  Pllsudksi 
was  given  a faultless  ride 
by  Frankie  Dettori  who 
eased  him  through  a gap  on 
the  rails  on  the  home  turn. 
Because  of  this  he  may 
have  been  flattered  and  a 
33-1  Derby  quote  is  hardly 
the  height  of  generosity. 


Richard  Hannan  has  a 
talented  two-year-old  in 
Daunting  Lady  who  was 
fast  away  and  quickened 
again  to  justify  odds-on 
favouritism  in  winning  the 
Lily  Agnes  Stakes  by  five 
lengths. 

Hannon  will  now  aim  her 
at  the  Queen  Mary  Stakes 
at  Royal  Ascot,  a race  he 
has  won  three  times  before 
with  Risky.  Fly  Baby  and 
Lyric  Fantasy. 

In  the  Chester  Cup  this 
afternoon  Bowcliffe  Court 
(3.10)  will  be  suited  by  the 


Snooker 


Practice  hours 
give  Ireland 
a perfect  hero 


PHOTOGHAPHJUUAN  HERBERT/ALLSPORT 

cut  in  the  ground.  Formerly 
trained  by  Barry  Hills,  be  is 
now  with  big  handicap 
specialist  Reg  Akehurst 
and  the  form  of  bis  recent 
Ripon  win  has  been  boosted 
by  the  subsequent  success 
of  the  third  horse.  Etterby 
Park. 

The  trip  of  two  and  quar- 
ter miles  should  be  no  prob- 
lem as  he  stayed  on 
strongly  over  two  at  Don- 
caster in  November  when 
chasing  home  Sweetness 
Herself  and  Orchestra 
StalL 


Clive  Everton  on 

a motivational  move 
that  beat  the  world 

KEN  DOHERTY  returns 
in  triumph  to  Dublin 
today  as  an  authentic 
national  hero,  in  fee  words 
of  Ireland’s  president  Mary 
Robinson,  he  is  “a  fine  ambas- 
sador and  role  model  for  the 
youth  of  the  country”. 

The  27-year-old  Dubliner’s 
18-12  victory  over  Stephen 
Hendry  in  the  final  of  the  Em- 
bassy World  Championship  at 
fee  Crucible  Theatre.  Shef- 
field on  Monday  night 
brought  him  £210,000  and  ele- 
vated him  to  third  in  the 
world  rankings  behind 
Hendry  and  another  Scot, 
John  Higgins. 

The  inaugural  champion, 
Joe  Davis,  won  only  £6  IDs 
70  years  ago,  but  the  trophy  he 
received,  paid  for  out  of  the 
entry  fees  of  the  original  10 
competitors,  will  be  the  one 
Doherty  will  flourish  to  the 
Old  TrafFord  crowd  on  Sunday 
when  his  beloved  Manchester 
United  play  West  Ham. 

Doherty  has  always  had  it 
in  him.  Republic  of  Ireland 
amateur  champion  at  17  and 
19,  world  under-21  and  world 
amateur  champion,  he  was 
perhaps  Slow  to  appreciate 
quite  how  much  practice  and 
preparation  were  needed  to 
bone  even  such  a fine  natural 
talent  The  suggestion  by  his 
manager  Ian  Doyle  that  he 
start  his  days  earlier  may 
have  aroused  a last  vital 
element  of  motivation  in  him; 
he  prepared  for  Sheffield  by 
practising  seven  hours  a day 
wife  Ronnie  O’Sullivan. 

*1  certainly  won’t  be  rest- 


ing on  my  laurels,  because 
□ow  people  will  want  to  beat 
me  even  more,"  said  Doherty 
yesterday.  “Winning  fee  tide 
will  give  me  an  awful  lot  of 
confidence.  I'm  a long  way  be- 
hind Stephen  but  to  be  No.  1 
is  my  ultimate  aim.” 

His  dethronement  of 
Hendiy  brought  to  a dose  a 
championship  so  rich  In  dra- 
matic matches  that  O’Sulli- 
van’s astonishing  5xnin  20sec 
maximum  break  of  147  did 
not  stand  in  magnificent  iso- 
lation. The  21-year-old  Welsh- 
man Lee  Walker’s  progress  to 
the  quarter-finals  as  world 
No.  189  was  merely  the  most 
remarkable  illustration  of 
snooker's  present  strength  in 
depth. 

Bom  competitor  that  he  Is, 
Hendry  looked  forward  even 
during  his  post-defeat  press 
conference  to  his  last  commit- 
ment this  season,  the  Dr  Mar- 
ten European  League  play- 
offs, a Eurosport  attraction 
that  may  yield  his  sixth  title 
of  the  campaign  — and  he 
also  assisted  Scotland's  vic- 
tory In  the  World  Cup  team 
event 

The  concluding  session  of 
the  final  was  watched  by  an 
average  of  5.6  million  view- 
ers. peaking  at  8.1  million. 
The  season's  peak  remained 
the  9.6  million  who  watched 
Steve  Davis  beat  O'Sullivan 
for  the  Benson  & Hedges  Mas- 
ters title  in  February. 

These  figures  are  well  up  to 
the  peaks  of  8.9  million  (1992) 
and  8.1  million  (1994)  for  the 
two  closest  Hendry/Jlxnmy 
White  finals,  which  proved, 
like  this  one.  that  the  core 
snooker  audience  of  two  mil- 
lion on  weekday  afternoons 
rises  dramatically  when  the 
tournament  throws  up  some- 
thing out  of  fee  ordinary. 
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^3m£1.067(4dectarad) 


-22122  

imn  R»«rT« 

2332F  Saar  (88)  G 


UiJletee  9-12-0 


ftl)  V DannW  1D-T2-0 

UKT  -.-.ante  10-194) 

«0-UI  awata (11)  (D)5  Cuttot  1V1 Ml 


M Barit 


A I 

61 


pnihfEmPWlMlo^^WO-IW.lS-iata’eSBt 


i SOUTH  WEST  AMATEUR  MDGRS'  WCXP  HURDLE 

' 3m  £2,360  ^dedared) 

&Wwk  6-12-7  — 

A P Jones  6-1M 

cm  NTtemvOrtBE  8-1H3 

, -ii-r 

ft  Arom  8-11-7 

awn  wnaw  (z?)  j wws-ii-6-- 

UEBU  UeaB  gl)  Mb  P Wdfll  8-U-5 

MS46  Ana  tea  Ftoaer  nn  Hew  7-11-4 

235470  Sae-foM*  (1«K  W MM  - 


RMUtr 


7.2  omb.  4-1  cam  SB*.  6-1  We.  Mndn,  7-1  Wctaftar,  8-1  Sw-fttaS 


COURSE  SPHnAUSTS 


Jodag 


BD«enW 

APHcOi)i 

DfcUgeMr 
CUaMip 
AI 
■Af 


19 

tact 

Ik 

LateSI 

Iran 

is 

ma 

UIRM 

sT 

127 

248 

3184 

UCHpe  & 

lATtaatarDeetH  22 

214 

113 

2SJ 

195 

2073 

+03? 

V 

96 

27S 

-044 

I Bern 

7 

33 

212 

*7% 

?n 

81 

24.7 

*31.49 

JABOU 

7 

35 

134 

974 

16 

10? 

157 

■3424 

JTOflMd 

7 

69 

101 

■4045 

12 

67 

179 

. -1715 

DkvetaB 

S 

a 

179 

+13B 

17 

77 

155 

■2088 

KCBatey 

3 

2? 

t3E 

-1200 

Wetherby  (N.H.)  tonight 


RON  COX 

TOP  FORM 

RON  COX 

TOP  FORM 

6.05. 

RegaiEagie 

Overssaan 

150 

Fnxrt  Cover 

na’sFeUoar 

6.35 

L'-rtard 

Camfarfai  Ctmenge 

620 

Haggles  Lad 

PtayMJoSet 

7.05 

SHentGoest 

Hveaax 

6l50 

Rusty  Bridge 

H-n a - - 

7.35 

Brighter  State 

Daatta  rTEsteouaJ 

7.20 

WtseKhg 

Fourth  kiLhe 

8.05 

Organs  Bay 

Cotami  b Chief 

7.50 

Franal  fnvttation 

Plunder  Bay 

8.35 

Suntan 

Staauflm 

&20 

Moor  HaS  Prince 

Bawy  HD  Lad  • 

0«al  UCm  circuit  wltti  200yds  nr-h;  suBs  tonfl-srtftiB  flaloper- 
Going:  Good  to  sod  * Denoffis  bunkers. 

Long  dbiaoce  travnllen;  7.3S  Mchtfas  Plant  8®  Tetofn'aildi.  J GoUe,  StrBthciyde  211 
nHes.  6.®  MstB  Oddy,  J Kteg.  Wlh  202  mBes.  G®  Leotant  7.05  Back  And  Cal.  Miss  V 
WHams.  Hertford.  174  niles.  7®  Destii  tfEsfruvaL  D Mchstoi,  Gtouraster  1 63  mles- 
Seveo  day  nrirnia*:  Nora.  Dhlraniil  that  ttum  7.05  Praise  Ba. 

Figures  in  btacfaas  after  hose's  naipa  denote  days  since  last  Ml  outing.  FJPbL 


6 05WA^^^IT1^JOCKEYS’ 


02012 

OD 


'JUVENILE  HURDLE  4Y0 

2m  £2233  (7  declared) 
Awtatamitteuiatoili-5  ■ 
DoitafataM  (37)  UDepBiai  10-12 . 
IrMOa*{F2^BtawllO-12 


SKY 


-HrBrasaHE 


HO-12. 


i(47}JFte€safl10-12 


Ritarii 


13-8  0« 


i (12)9  Ntea  16-7. 


S Tejter 

—(B 

. C afnmrl  ■) 


L 15-8*1 


eg  SaC  6-1  ftQd  Eegfe  10-1  Mr  Ota.  16-1  Dorib  VhBge.  M tan.  29-1 


@ 35  CHURCHFBIT0N  HANDICAP  CHASE 


2m  £4,533  (4  declared} 

6111/3  Ladad(inmitaVVWBiBlB-l2-6 

071251  Oeidilpi  Awiw«(Baeteroi£aartiTB-n-lO  ■ 
13X23  UsterOik^nrajUDg  H-if 
31963  PoB9aiTeB«p3)fES)RI<an  10-11-4 . 
6-6QedifeeiCn3lenge.5-21A0Odln7-2LBDBdI7-lPimadTwar 


7 AISRACINBCHANNH.  NOVICE  HURDLE 

i ■992m  4(1 10yds  £2,880 (12  dedmed) 

6P1S04  Boetae  Mai  nRatndnne  6-11-8 

3346M  BeefcAedCiajia  UsVHaiB8-ll-0 .... 
13-52  OtalSag(l2ijnz6eRM&-ll-0  — 

0 Jrdj  Heart  (13S)0asem  7-n-O 
R2F-05  lefdP«t(14)V*sf  UUloai5-1WI ... 

60566  WateemJqyi  (33) VTftiten  5-11-0... 

00-  HeoaBgHtatera  (4291  Mttae  5-1 1-0 
OOP  Prate  Be  (3BTTae  Mi-0.. 

7-030  BaaaffteifcrartS  7-11-0 

10  2164  SBanttaetmMMnnancl 4-11-0 

11  2-Q3F0  TteeataeetfpB)PBMMew  MT-0 

12  RQ040  DSdde  Ryow (55}  IteSSn*  7-10-9 


7 35HEADIN6LEYHANDEAPCHASE 


2 m 411 10yds  £4,533  (5  declared) 
234351  Deafln  (fEstntafia  03)  DteSdsan  6-11-10 
-16121  BritavStae  (SI  (CD)  MnURBita  7-10-8 
F24234  Ooiden  Kdk  (1  l)  (C)  T Eatelt*  B-l  64  . 
122222  MtetaRart(l4np)JGitaB'1D-0- 
03)224  DeapDatita 


■antes  11-10  DMH  tfEflaeaL  11-4  frvaa  Sate.  7-1  Geitei  Mb.  Mtaa  PMrt.  ID-1  Deep  Dtcfew 


CATTAL  NOVICE  CHASE 


3m  If  £3.496  (7  declared) 

P31211  CletaaiBCMefM6MMB  7-lM. 


MI-2 . 
11-5  . 


DagaaeBaettfUIMrl 

333423  RBnaatiq  teas  Sna  7-1 

6HJ556  IWaflCnBtaMECaM  12-14-2 

-0423  SteagaongJST)  PChmtratei  7-1V5  

314334  lhnpp»)BCPBtar8-1l5 


. Hr  ■ I 


. D 


Mi  Cotand  h QteL  13-5  trur®.  7-1  KUteM  KnouKo.  Dragons  W.  12-1  Smgakne.66-1 


HUNSIN60RE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

2m  £2.705  (6  declared) 


212136  Smabn  (14)  MM  Mound  6-12-0 

-OMB  toSpaiwmnNTWto 7-19-8 

F5D233  natadtarmi(B1UTortnarMO-7 


WU21I  Tei|tfawrrt)ttJGo>fc  5-10-3- 
033/DP  e^PmfcCtSJ^PBwtaWi  10-19-0 
150513  naR9eB(1N(toCtalM0-0.. 


! 11-8Teme'mi,  3-1  11-5  Samtetei.  7-1  faSparw.B-1  IMn.  12-1  tag  Pobfc 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Jriqs 


is  tans 


0nel5l 


PHeen 

L^r 

A 
A; 


48 

42 

32 

19 

IB 


187  25.7 

174  241 

96  232 

ItS  185 
85  188 


■Depr 


12  129  03 


-8.75 

+2280 

+3888 

■14« 

-10.44 

-8935 


Won 


In  tans 


lmlSt 


TPttetrtj 


51 
2B 
17 
17 

14  111  126 

13  149  873 

10  SO  2D73 


188  27.1 

123  228 
50  208 
106  15.7 


-2585 

-1489 

+510 

+0.03 

-4232 

■8375 

-2X0 


Trainer  watch 


Hbom  tatagWirlM  rw  Mr  ■ OHraataerMig— Gtaatas  229  Saaata  Caps,  ft  Wini b N 


OttearaMc  550  Donteo  MgW.  G Wars  to  E tarUta;  M ManneacH.  p Hettn  UM*  0 a*ams  620 
ltataPm.KBBtanNtaObraeSMtainDumHBCMtoe- 

IMltato7-05  Klocnl^ltom.  E MUv  UHte;  S^ErtgnBv.  KG  RBtaylDMs  U tatay. 


Uttoxeter  (N.H.)  tonight 


Oral  drcrtt  of  U£m  vrtft  1 70yds  lurHn.  fin  easy  bends. 

Going:  Good  to  soft.  * Danes  Utihm. 

Long  distance  travelers:  650  Ro 
Storey.  Ketso  £23  mles.  5S0  Front 
Trtctey,  Daon  184  mSes. 

Sevan  day  wtanere:  6i0  toay  Bridge. 

BliitoredrrsttBBg  6.20  Orinoco  Ventoie;  B^OTteM^atenna. 

Figures  in  buckets  after  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  NH  outing.  F/bt 


Jester,  C Storey.  Kelso  223  mles.  7.50  Wudknp.  Mre  J 
. SPte,  Devon  192  mles.  G50  RynUng  Cuptet.  M 


g^gQMOBHEFONE  GROUP  NOVICE  HUNIBtS'  CHASE  (Amatsurs) 


1 3m  2f  £1,446  (10  declared) 


0001-4  Btaael  BS)  (Q  J O taft  11-12-0 A taeaoe 

1FUSV  Ddota  BgU  f ft)  E Haddock  7-12-0 6 but 

-U2113  Hem  Fata  W A Twer  9-134) .... R Trader 

4- IPS  QErt  Foabki  (ID  J 0 Cata  6-12-0 A Data 

11  111  ne'e  Fell*  OS)  0 mice  9-12-0 Iks  C Ford 

y-524  Jna  WeeirtHln  [«3  0 VHtere  8-12-0 ■ Bvtoo 

-11455  Beyel  Sagoa  {HQ  Ks  S 8scr  10-12-0 C Stedrteo 


II 

BeOnK 

Ttartlhi 

rflllun. 


U1241P  Byden  UMt  P3)  tti  U Mcrre  10-12-0 S Veto  0 

/P-216  Very  Daring  (7)  <1  Hin  7-12-0 — Hs  S Sftanatt  m 

F211IT1  Rwt  Cdeer  (18)  S Pit  7-11-9 Hke  S Hctery  (7) 


5-2  b-s  Feta,  n-4  Fnw  0m.  7-1  BstearKOowoHgritajel  Sagos.  M RtaPKcy.  14-1  Site's 
JtfMantadc 


0^2Q  HOUGHTON  VAUGHAN  SB1JNG ITCAP  HURDLE 


72m  £1,879  (lOdeclared) 


SKY 


03020  Haggle*  lJdftaPCtlwfr-11-10 A Ttanta 

<WW  Heeado (10) ntrAifey  10-11-8 * Atom  P)* 

-361 P0  NayMJrffet (12) nj Hones 9-1 1-6 * Wyme-* 

-4P040  Dey*MT)nnMBSi|iqwsSOoaC 9-11-4 8 Fame 

P-0614  HaMtps;  ID) Stans 5-11-3 — — ■ A Htyrted 

450CF5  HerdanMipq CD) JLHsrrts 7-n-O  J Atpptet 


3ffWP  Ortecen Wntarefta) 6-1 0-6 Gtoy  tyene* 

40-306  Brass  ire)  j&rdcps-ioX  . . . taw  m 

. 1M w fry 


tMra  Daly  A Stem  (72)  J Timer  £-10-0 

_ 11-4  BUod  7-2FW*dJrieL  5-i  WcntiMh.  6-1  taeOfThedn.  7-1  Haggles  Lad.  0-1 9>ss4 12-1 
UeCado,  OrtmmVtenie 


gJJQ  BRADSHAW  (BROS,)  HUNTERS’  CHASE  (Amateurs) 


Mm  2f  £1,840  (7  declared) 


SKY 


11-StP  Ratad  ftwe  « PCnanwgs  11-12-7 C*b— ' 

-22222  HeyalJeirtrf19»CSa«*l3-i2-7 . . ...  - C tarty 

142231  taste  Bridge  PMMHrsSJliison  10-12-5 

1SS  . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

8 244E2  BwieflwriMWP W™*  J 

7 -62323  tatefeflUrat.teJ'ttin*  13-12-0 Wet  J ' 

Betas  2-1  tatateHUGC.  7-2tasrtadge.  4-1  On  HjBarra  1 1-2  tayal  Jbm,  M Bmrle  Gtaea  ID-1 
Rymtig  GUM.  20-1  Papd* 


CT 


7 0%  AC0UTTS& Ca  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

■4tel/2m  £2.71 7 (5  declared) 

I 254534  tatetaLtoet»mHV«Wn9-12^l 

2 223112  Dtartan PSP) ifcsHNiVa 5-11-0 

3 1i3R  BtoltaPOJPJJW 7-11-4— 

4 350122  Bendy  late  flftO)  jSrtO>8-u-0 

a 600000  auwoiinlF  jdbwmi-o 

Belfiag:  11-8  Dtaeta.  7-2  Wee  King.  JBVr  Un.  6-1  Fort  ti Lire.  M Seat  QeL 


SKY 


. C Uweflyn 
. C Ltewteyn 
A P BeCny 


"J  KQ  LUCIA  FARMBi  HANDICAP  CHASE 


'2m  4 1 £3.51 8 (5  declared) 


SKY 


54U61P  Ptadte  Bey  (11)  JUJ)  MHBefcfflDn  6-1V-10  _. 

U?11 

21M0  rterienwim  10  PI  Jta*n  10-11-8 

1111  f||  Bn  tell!  ni|n'  I 

242420  Stew Jta(M) (C) OQPOtan  10-11-0 


HA  Ftegnfd 

...  Mr  ft  Ttanta  (3) 

e MW  p> 

8-11-5 Ur  C Stars? 

APHcCey 


BeBh*  4-6Fanteh8aan.  7-2PmteBar  11-2  tab  ta  9-1  MbebO.  12-1  Wtdrei 


8 20 A w ST0KESDRUMS  N0VlC€  tURDt£ 


r3m  n0ycte£2,4ii  (15dedared) 


1465CB  taCtetaunitgjfisLSm 

3/502  Bta«WMttai/ 


15-11-7. 


J B 


.A  Tkernten 


213262  BeK*0ddnyer(37)WClBr6-rN) 

WPP  Battle  atodcWTHW  10-11-0 

454030  Cywtxs/tewna  (37)  Ms  VWM  5-11-0 

B-aP 5 i^rsWllSIGeonaMI-O 

OF  UowtaPridi»«1^HfcHage7-11-0 B 

FP  ScHa  Dow  ®J  tewing  M1-0 W IU» 

(Voe  SWern^JMcCcnnodileB-n-O S teyme 

OPOMr  Steel Ctans* (Tl^BCMtedge B-n-0 Gear  Lyane 

PMP5r  ltaeJmeC783]Slteni10-ii-0 " ’ 


Ur  B Ttamtea 
I A 


UP 

221/54 

40UP0 


C&mffli  5-n-O 

(W)JOW9-1VO. 


^jnpteffltaxDftan 8-10-6  ~J  F 

taPetamJ™«7-i(W 


_ M Ranger 

G 


J 


Beaks  ii-4  BwyWtJrt  7-^BeetMUJFtw,  11-2taOrefie,  1 3-7  C^rnB  tana.  7-1  LrtteyTbaLlB-1 

tan  Mi  ftna.  Stay.  KiVi  Mta 


COURSE  SPEGIAUSTS 


XOBf 9 


is  tan 


Lewis 


JOsfeorae 


AtagUre 

P®fW 


IfiB  • 238 
96  m 
149  168 
116  2017 
TI4  184 
S3  26.4 


■448? 

+5432 

-2173 

+305 

-17.18 

•5.73 


Men 


Lew/ SI 


MeanCbdgU 

PTDUten 
JABOd 
■ JH 

■Ctey 

jr  • 


96  229 
71  197 

70  U9 

24  333 

31  258 

165  4 89 

88  776 


-1006 

♦no 

■1450 

+1532 

-415 

-&12S 

-5663 


Results 


BRIGHTON 

3L2S(M«»yd*>  1,AMUK8SM«ifi 
IMfcAlteeeUMll  Slndwii  |6-11  teir):», 
Clwy— Be  (4-1).  B ran.  3K.  hd.  (S  Dcrv»)  To» 
E960;CBJ0,E1.10.  Dual  F:  5360.  CSF:  5731. 
MS  osr  SODydn*  1,  OOOO  ttaVB.  R 
Pnrtum  (10-1):  Z,  Oataa  Urwn  (ID-1):  a, 
ttunuM  |H  krl.  i m U (M 
ktadowtek]  Tota.  nSv*0;  E3D0. 52.10,  Cl  M. 
S*JF.  574^0,  THA  C9t40.  CSR  E9Q.O0. 

an  (W  «gyd«)i  i,  steouA  rsd. 

Candy  Uorrte  (0-2  taw):  *.  JwWMmm 
(13-2):  3. Twin  CTMta ilMk^ tatey 
(9-1).  17  ran.  lX.1L  2K.  (OL  Moora) 


TijKia.il);  Ef.10.BMi  020.  C2.10.OimI  FJ 
rtsia  Trio:  BS^a  CSF:  ssoj*.  inene 
£16361. 


M8(1wH  Item):  l,ta>aiWK.PMl 
Eriri«y(9-»«.P>  l..t . D— rite  (MW*, 
P— oemfe  ■ HflB  (4-1 ) ■ 9 rflfl  5, 3.  (M  Pips) 
TOta:  £5.10;  G2. 70.  Cl. ID.  £230-  Dual  r:  £3 10. 
TrK5rra.10.C6R  C14JB2.  TrlOKt  C+J-17. 
4JW(1a  «raoSyrfa)i1,6TBUA8UIUi; 
D QrHnthE  (7-4  fov):  2,  UM  Danoar  (9-81; 
3,  BoaanlM  (100-30).  11  rm.  13,  jjd.jp 
Bswortti)  Tok  5220;  Cl .40,  El 80.  CI80. 
D«ml  F:  SSM.  Trfo:  £880.  CSF:  Et4S. . 

441 1**>  1,  COLLKW  UWHT,  M Kanry 
(1-1);toerMgt|4-l  tate  Mta 

(10-1). 4-1  |Wavr Chon* Sono J4ran.  IX 
VL  (5  C Wllltamal  Tow  C1240:  C 6a  El  30, 
C3Jd.  Dual  R £1530.  Trio:  C23280.  CSF: 
CD9.44.  Tricsst  526821 . NR:  Ditetn  Sfly. 
PLAcmoncaacQ.  ouaopot«cis.oo. 

CHESTER 

2.10  (N  16y*»>  1,  DAUtemea  LADY, 
P«t  Eddery  (10-11  le*U  *,  H— e"ta  Ut- 
(re-i);s,  eCBooni  (4-1).  8 ran.  s.  2.(R 


Hannon)  ToK  £180:  El.®.  C330.  £180. 
Dual  F:  CIS.  ia  CSF:  E13.72. 

XM  n m If  76y«ta>  1 , COHON  RAUS,  L 
Donorl  (3-?),2.5o4olfio(4-1);3,iloMfort 
(2D-11.  librae  Sun  Hertxmr.  10  ran. «. St 
(J  Gosdan)  Tote:  080. 080.  £1.40.  53.7a 
Dual  F.  £380.  Trio:  C+880.  CSF:  539.02. 

3.1 0{1  n 41  Mydi>  1,  PANAMA  CITY,  J 
Reid  (6-6  law);  3,  Ian  Lute  (5-1).  3,  Bteta 
tate  (8-1).  5 ran.  Hd,  hd.  (P  Crtepple-Hyam] 
TotK  E18G:  <38a  0 90  Duel  R C+.40  CSF: 
05. 87. 

&40  (1m  2t  7Byde):  1,  BREAK  THB 
RULES,  K Parley  (9-2  lav),  i,  Kate  Lfcfe 
11 VI);  S,  Hertfiern  fteo  (50-1):  4,  Raoh- 
taMfl(8-i).  16  ran.  Ms.  IX.  eh  M . IM  Pipe) 
Tola:  IS .10;  El  .40. 5^Ba  <3480.  £280.  Duel 
F:  £«370.  Trio:  C1.106  20.  CSF:  530.80.  Tfl- 
oaacEZ8S18a  NR.- Parer  Noanr. 

4.10  (Tf  IZZyda):  1,  «UUT  CISLD,  K 
FaUon  (9-2  lavl;  2,  JaHray  Aaofharrad 
(IB— 1);  a,  Boflta  Tarry  (6-1);  4,  I Cant 
(14-1).  16  ran  < nlc,  hd  (U 


Stoutel  Tow  E880;  53  JO,  £800,  £180, 
£2.50.  Dual  F:  5331  >ML  Trio:  £31580.  CSF: 
£82.99.  Trl  cast  5334J9. 

4^40  (5f  lOydaJr  1,  BIBCmUU- 
NUfTAWAY,  Dane  O'Neill  MO-i);  a,  Han- 
on  (7-1);  a,  DMda  And  Rata  (26-1).  2-1 
lav  SaLHna.  14  ran.  3. 3L  (B  Meehan)  Ton; 
£1080;  £280,  £280.  £980.  Dual  F:  £2530, 
Trio:  £41.00.  CSF:  GBai  1.  Trleaae  £1872.90. 
JACWOn  £7.783.8.  £8.74780  earrlad  over 
ucheeiw  today. 

ptAcerori£i928a  quadporebsjd. 

• Pnnrie  mdh  paga 

» YAlaletanee  te  one  of  seven  SrlUsti- 
tfained  oolH  declared  lor  Sunday's  French 
2800  Guineas  81  Longtfmnp.  Tan  Brttten 
nines  could  contest  the  Frsncti  i.OOO  Guin- 
eas the  same  day.  Both  races  wBl  ba  shown 
on  B8C2'a  Sunday  Grandstand  pro- 
gramme. along  with  the  Prl*  Lupin,  e taad- 
ing  trial  toy  the  Prtx  du  JOefcarOub  (French 
Dwfty). 


:c_. 


- - T - - 


T'r.'- 


? 

J 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  7 1997 


Soccer 

Lincoln’s  chairman  claims  Third  Division  clubs  will  be  cast  adrift 


North-south  split 
threatens  League 


Martin  Thorpe 


THE  plan  to  regionalise 
the  Third  Division  is 
part  of  a move  by 
some  First  Division 
chairmen  to  eradicate  smaller 
clubs.  So  claims  the  Lincoln 
City  chairman  John  Reames 
in  response  to  the  Deloitte  & 
Touche  report  — released  yes- 
terday — into  the  future  of 
the  Football  League. 

A former  member  of  the 
Football  League  management 
committee,  Reames  yesterday 
echoed  many  clubs'  fears  that 
a bidden  agenda  exists  to 
prune  the  league  so  as  to 
leave  more  central  funds 
available  to  the  top  clubs. 

"I’m  convinced  that  region- 
alisation  is  the  thin  end  of 
getting  rid  of  the  Third  Div- 
ision from  the  Football 
League."  he  said.  'There  is  a 
hidden  agenda  to  let  Third 
Division  clubs  wither  on  the 
vine,  and  this  plan  is  a way  of 
speeding  up  that  process." 

The  report,  commissioned 
by  the  Football  League  in  Jan- 
uary, has  taken  extensive 
soundings  from  within  the 
game  on  how  to  improve  the 
finances  of  the  72  clubs. 

According  to  its  author 
Gerry  Boon,  Football  League 
clubs  run  a combined  annual 
deficit  of  £45.6  million  before 
television  and  transfer  in- 
come is  taken  into  account. 
And  with  transfer  income  de- 
creasing because  of  Bosnian, 
the  problem  will  only  get 
worse.  He  forecasts  that, 
without  change.  20  League 


clubs  may  go  bust  in  the  next 
few  years. 

Clubs,  he  says,  must  im- 
prove their  marketing  and 
play  fewer  meantngless 
games.  But  though  all  club 
chairmen  agree  that  some- 
thing must  be  done,  few  in  the 
Second  and  Third  Divisions 
believe  reglonalisation  is  an 
answer. 

The  report  suggests  that 
Third  Division  clubs  should 
join  with  16  from  the  Vauxhall 
Conference  to  form  north  and 
south  divisions  of  20  clubs 
each.  It  calculates  that  this 
would  save  each  club  £95,000  a 
year  from  reduced  travelling 
expenses  and  higher  gates 
from  more  local  derbies. 

"That  is  nonsense."  said 
Reames.  “Our  travelling  ex- 
penses including  overnight 
stays  are  no  more  than 
£10.000  a year.  And  local  der- 
bies don’t  bring  in  particu- 
larly higher  gates." 

He  said  that  if  those  respon- 
sible for  the  report  really 
knew  what  they  were  talking 
about  in  boosting  clubs’  fi- 
nances, they  would  have  sug- 
gested an  end  to  midweek 
games.  These,  he  said,  were 
"a  waste  of  time  because 
we’re  up  against  more  and 
more  Premiership  and  Euro- 
pean matches. 

"Our  midweek  average  gate 
is  2^00;  for  Saturdays  It  is 
3,400.  If  the  season  was  ex- 
tended until  June  so  all 
games  could  be  played  on  Sat- 
urdays we  would  make  an 
extra  £80,000  a season.” 

Reames  fears  that  regional- 
isation  will  actually  lose 


clubs  money.  The  more  clubs 
there  are  in  a revamped 
Third  Division,  the  less 
money  each  will  get  from  the 
League’s  central  pot. 

Equally,  with  Conference 
crowds  significantly  smaller 
than  the  Third  Division’s, 
Reames  is  “convinced  gates 
in  the  reconstituted  Third 
Division  would  end  up  much 
lower  than  they  are  now”. 

He  brands  the  whole 
regional  concept  “crazy  and 
m thought-out"  and,  though 
be  admits  clubs  do  live  be- 
yond their  means,  this  is  no 
way  to  solve  the  problem. 

He  lists  various  realistic 
proposals  to  improve  .fi- 
nances, proposals  not  con- 
tained in  the  report:  nursery 
clubs,  a fairer  distribution  of 
the  League's  central  fund 
from  television  money  and 
sponsorship,  as  well  as  the 
end  to  midweek  fixtures. 

The  72  Football  League 
chairmen  meet  tomorrow  to 
discuss  all  the  report’s  pro- 
posals, which  include  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  teams 
promoted  and  relegated. 
Coca-Cola  ties  settled  on  the 
night  with  no  replays,  and 
moving  the  League's  head- 
quarters to  a London  base 
under  a “market-led"  chief 
executive. 

Any  ideas  thought  worthy 
enough  wiQ  be  voted  on  at  the 
League's  agm  next  month. 
Each  club  has  one  vote  and  a 
75  per  cent  majority  is  needed 
to  pass  anything  If  the  reac- 
tions of  the  Lincoln  City  chair- 
man are  any  guide,  regi  real- 
isation has  little  chance. 


Rebuilding  Millwall  need  Gritt 


BRIGHTON’S  great- 
escape  celebrations 
will  be  cat  short  if 
Steve  Gritt  goes  to  Mill- 
wall,  writes  Martin  Thorpe. 
John  Docherty  has  left 
Millwall  and  they  want 
Gritt,  who  took  charge  at 
the  Goldstone  only  in  De- 
cember and  has  kept  Brigh- 
ton in  the  Third  Division. 

Graham  Turner  is  stay- 
ing at  Hereford,  doomed  to 
the  Vauxhall  Conference  by 
Brighton’s  away  draw.  He 
has  been  persuaded  to  with- 
draw his  resignation. 

Fabrizio  Ravanelli’s  ham- 
string injury  is  not  as  bad  as 
feared-  A scan  yesterday 


showed  it  had  not  snapped, 
so  Middlesbrough's  £7  mil- 
lion Italian  may  yet  Bice 
Chelsea  in  the  FA  Cap  final 
on  Saturday  week.  **rve  got 
a 5(1-50  chance.”  said  the  31- 
goal  Ra vane  lli.  who  left  Old 
Trafibrd  on  cratches  after 
Monday’s  3-3  draw  but  was 
not  using  them  yesterday. 

Liverpool's  England 
striker  Robbie  Fowler, 
banned  for  three  games  for 
violent  conduct  against 
Everton’s  defender  David 
Unsworth  on  April  16,  faces 
a Football  Association  mis- 
conduct charge  over  the  in- 
cident. A fine  is  likely. 

Gordon  Strachan,  who 


replaced  Ron  Atkinson  as 
Coventry’s  manager  in  No- 
vember and  now  faces  rele- 
gation, has  the  backing  of 
his  chairman.  “Strachan 
will  be  here  for  as  long  as  I 
am,"  said  Bryan  Richardson. 

Shrewsbury  Town,  rele- 
gated to  the  Third  Division, 
have  dismissed  their  man- 
ager Fred  Davies,  who  at  57 
was  the  oldest  in  the  league. 

Charlton's  former  West 
Ham  winger  Mark  Robson 
has  been  released  on  a free 
transfer,  as  has  QPR’s 
Northern  Ireland  defender 
Alan  McDonald,  33.  after 
more  than  400  league  ap- 
pearances for  them. 


WEST  HAM  KEEP  FOOTHOLD  IN  PREMIERSHIP 


Brought  to  ground . . . West  Ham’s  Steve  Lomas  goes  down  under  a challenge  from  Darren  Peacock  at  Upton  Park  last  night  photograph;  gaftt  prioh 

West  Ham  United  0,  Newcastle  United  0 

Newcastle  look  second  best 


Martin  Thorpe 


Another  title 

slipped  from  Newcas- 
tle’s grip  last  night  at 
Upton  Park  and  with 
it  went  any  pretension  that 
they  are  still  a crowd-pleasing 
side.  They  needed  a win  here 
to  keep  alive  their  faint  cham- 
pionship hopes,  hut  got  an  un- 
convincing draw  that  at  least 
keeps  them  in  contention  Cor 
second  spot  and  a place  in  the 
Champions  League. 

West  Ham,  too,  needed  a 
victory  to  secure  their  Pre- 
miership place  for  another 
season  but  may  still  require 
another  point  from  their  visit 
to  Old  Trafford  on  the  final 
Sunday  to  make  sure  of  avoid- 
ing the  drop. 

This  has  been  an  up  and 
down  season  for  both  clubs, 
Newcastle  having  to  cope 
with  the  traumatic  failure  of 
the  Kevin  Keegan  dream  and 


West  Ham  with  the  dramatic 
Glop  of  the  foreigner 
experiment. 

So  both  teams  have  curbed 
extravagance,  Kenny  Dalglish 
lacing  the  Toon’s  fantasy  foot- 
ball with  a pragmatic  realism, 
while  Harry  Redknapp  has 
swapped  a Continental  drift 
for  a more  British  accent 

Since  the  arrival  of  the 
strikers  John  Hartson  and 
Paul  Kitson  for  a combined 
fee  of  £6  million  in  February, 
West  Ham  have  lost  only 
three  of  13  games. 

Kitson  had  plenty  to  prove 
to  Newcastle,  who  allowed 
him  to  go  south  after  restrict- 
ing his  first-team  opportuni- 
ties on  the  basis  that  there 
were  better  strikers  in  the 
squad.  One  of  those,  Les  Fer- 
dinand, was  missing  with  a 
groin  injury  last  night,  so 
postponing  his  first  on-field 
meeting  with  his  second 
cousin,  the  18-year-old  West 
Ham  defender  Rio  Ferdinand. 


But  Newcastle,  who  were 
also  without  the  injured  Rob- 
ert Lee,  arrived  on  the  back  of 
a seven-game  unbeaten  run 
and  with  confidence  gradu- 
ally being  restored  after  the 
shock  end  to  the  Keegan 
years.  However,  with  West 
Ham  also  fired  up  for  such  a 
crucial  game,  the  first  half 
was  notable  mostly  for  the 
profusion  of  bookings  as  com- 
petitiveness spilled  over  Into 
bad  temper. 

John  Beresford,  Kitson, 
Hugo  Porfirio  and  Darren 
Peacock  were  all  given  yellow 
cards  for  a variety  of  niggiy 
offences.  But  just  before  half- 
time a crude  Challenge  by 
Alan  Shearer  saw  him  booked 
too,  and  John  Moncar,  the 
recipient  of  his  attentions, 
was  carried  off  on  a stretcher 
and  replaced  by  Ian  Bishop. 

The  footballing  action  was 
much  less  ftirious  as  Newcas- 
tle provided  a few  scares  but 
West  Ham  created  the  better 


chances.  Hartson  tired  in  a 20- 
yard  shot  at  the  keeper,  then, 
after  the  Welshman  had  pro- 
duced an  athletic  run  into  the 
area,  Beresford  denied  him  a 
shot  at  goal  with  a-wander- 
fully  timed  tackle. 

At  this  stage  of  the  season, 
performances  take  a back  seat 
to  results  and  those  with  fond 
memories  of  the  cavalier  Kee- 
gan era  or  even  the  days 
when  West  Ham  were  known 
as  football’s  academy  must 
have  wondered  what  was  go- 
ing on. 

Shearer  and  Faustino  As- 
prffla  were  having  trouble  get- 
ting any  service  let  alone 
chances  as  West  Ham’s  com- 
bative wiirffioiH  restricted  their 
supply  and  the  commanding 
SJaven  Bflic  mopped  up  any 
balls  that  did  get  through. 

. Newcastle’s  first  real 
chance  did  not  arrive  until 
the  7ist  minute,  when 
Shearer  unleashed  a 16-yard 
shot  which  Ludo  MDdosko 


could  only  parry.  - . 

Although  Newcastle  fielded 
six  defenders.  West  Ham 
looked  much  more  likely  to 
hreak  the  deadlock.  The  pacy 
Porfirio  was  at  his  surging 
best  and  the  powerful  part- 
nership of  Hartson  and  Kit- 
son' linked  with  persistent 

threat 

It  was  the  latter’s  inch-per- 
fect through-ball  to  the  for- 
mer which  nearly  brought 
that  goal  on  51  minutes,  but 
Pavel  iJmicek  was  quickly  off 
his  line  to  block  the  danger. 

Hartson  had  an  even  better 
chance  13  minutes  later  when 
he  left  Peacock  on  his  bum  in 
the  area,  went  past  the  keeper 
then  from  12  yards  in  front  of 
an  open  goal  shot  wide. 

Wmmt  Mam  IMttd  (6-3-2):  MfMosfco. 
Pom,  Ferdinand.  Mail.  Bllrc.  Uzarrtfis. 
Vtancur  {Btstap,  43mm).  Lomas.  Pori  it  ka 
(Hughes,  83);  Kitson,  Hartson. 

H*woa*Ua  United  (5-3-2):  Srnlcek; 
Barton.  Watson.  Peacock.  Albert, 
Bar  assort*;  Clark.  Bally.  EHWtt  AaprUla 
{ Gillespie.  72).  Shearer  - 
ll>(— ■ G Ml  firing).  • 
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Hodgson  finds  success  is  not  enough  for  Inter 


Uefa  Cup  final,  first  leg:  Paddy  Agnew  on  the  pressures  that 
drove  the  club’s  English  manager  to  leave  Milan  for  Blackburn 


ROY  HODGSON  seems 
like  a man  well  satisfied 
with  his  lot  as  he  lights 
up  a big  cigar  in  his  spacious 
manager's  office.  The  appear- 
ance is  deceptive.  He  speaks 
no  words  of  anger  but  there  is 
no  getting  away  from  a mood 
of  frustration  engendered  by 
his  premature  departure  from 
Intemazionale,  despite  taking 
them  into  tonight’s  Uefa  Cup 
finaL 

Blackburn  Rovers  fans  need 
have  no  fears:  the  49-year-old 
C rov’d  on-bom  Hodgson  is  itch- 
ing to  get  on  with  foe  business 
in  Lancashire.  And  foe  frus- 
trations that  prompted  his  de- 
cision. announced  two  months 
ago,  to  leave  Inter  for  Black- 
bum  this  summer  will  serve 
as  a further  stimulus. 

Hodgson's  mood  of  disap- 
pointment at  Inter  is  all  too 


understandable.  By  any  nor- 
mal standards  he  has  proved  a 
remarkable  success  there.  He 
arrived  in  foe  autumn  of  1995 
with  the  side  seemingly 
headed  for  relegation  after  a 
poor  start  to  foe  season  under 
Ottavio  BianchL  The  Hodgson 
miracle  worked;  Inter  zoomed 
up  the  table  and  into  the  Uefa 
Cup. 

This  season  things  have 
gone  even  better  tonight  they 
face  the  German  side  Schalke 
04  in  the  first  leg  of  foe  Uefa 
Cup  final  in  Gelsenkirchen, 
and  they  are  currently  third 
in  the  league,  only  one  point 
behind  Parma  and  still  in  the 
battle  for  a Champions  League 
place  as  runners-up  to  foe 
likely  winners  Juventus. 

Furthermore  Inter  narrowly 
missed  a second  final,  losing 
to  Napoli  on  penalties  at  foe 


end  of  an  Italian  Cup  semi- 
final in  February.  All  in  all  a 
reasonable  season's  work,  and 
one  which  will  be  all  the  more 
impressive  if  Inter  win  the 
Uefa  Cup  or  that  Serie  A run- 
ners-up spot 

But  Hodgson  still  felt  so 
undermined  at  foe  club  that 
he  opted  to  jump  before  he 
was  pushed.  During  our  chat, 
in  his  office  at  La  Pinetina.  In- 
ter's training  centre  north  of 
Milan,  he  is  interrupted  by  a 
phone  call  from  an  old  friend. 
Otto  Rehhagel.  currently 
coach  to  foe  German  club  Kai- 
serslautern. Rehhagel  inevita- 
bly asks  why  Hodgson  is  leav- 
ing Inter  and  foe  Englishman 
replies:  Tm  going  because  it's 
too  difficult  to  work  the  way  1 
want  to  work  here . . . i have  to 
struggle  for  every  single  thing 
I want  to  do." 


There  is  one  important  fac- 
tor. Hodgson  feels,  that  people 
foiled  to  realise  concerning 
his  departure.  “1  made  foe  de- 
cision to  go.  not  Inter  . . . and 
that’s  a very  big  difference.  If  I 
had  the  decision  to  make 
today,  then  I would  still  go  . . . 
The  fact  that  we’ve  done  as 
well  as  we  have  af  this  stage  of 
foe  season  means  that  already 
there’s  a lot  of  egg  on  some 
people’s  faces  around  here.” 

Hodgson  is  reluctant  to 
name  names;  too  many  people 
and  too  many  elements  — club 
directors.  VIP  Cans,  a partisan 
media  — have  stopped  him 
doing  the  job  as  he  wanted. 

There  is  Inter's  decision  test 
January  not  to  move  before 
the  end-of-month  transfer 
deadline  and  buy  the  two  play- 
ers — a forward  and  a de- 
fender-cum-midfielder  — 
requesied  by  Hodgson.  As  a 
result  Inter  go  into  tonight’s 
final  with  two  or  three  youth- 
team  players  on  foe  bench  be- 
cause of  foe  problems  caused 


by  injuries  and  foe  suspen- 
sions of  the  Englishman  Paul 
Ince  and  foe  Frenchmen  Jo- 
ceyln  Angioma  and  Youri 
Djorkaeff 

The  mighty  Italian  sports 
media  appear  to  have  been 
against  him  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season,  with  Italy's 


Hodgson . . . frustrated 


authoritative  sports  daily,  the 
Milan-based  Gazzetta  Delio 
Sport,  openly  suggesting  that 
he  was  not  up  to  the  jab. 

Hodgson,  however,  does  not 
blame  the  media  so  much  as 
those  elements  in  and  around 
foe  dub  who  may,  wittingly  or 
unwittingly,  have  helped  nur- 
ture such  a critical  altitude 
towards  him 

Ris  departure  has  ftipftpd 
speculation  about  foe  ftrture  of 
Inter  players,  particularly 
Ince,  who  Hodgson  feels  has 
benefited  greatly  from  his  two 
years  in  Serie  A.  That  is  not  to 
say  that  the  unsettled  player 
is  on  his  way  to  Blackburn. 
Hodgson  refuses  to  speculate 
on  the  ftiture  of  Ince,  or  of  his 
Swiss  midfielder  Ciriaco 
Sforza,  or  indeed  of  any  other 
Inter  player  reportedly  likely 
to  follow  him  to  England.  For 
the  time  being  be  has  a job  to 
finish  at  Intar,  and  when  that 
is  done,  and  done  well,  then  be 
will  reveal  his  hopes  and 
plans  for  Blackburn. 


Gascoigne  doubt  for  Rangers 
finale  strains  England  chances 


Patrick  Glenn 


PAUL  GASCOIGNE  is  al- 
ready doubtftzl  for  Eng- 
land’s World  Cup  qualifier 
in  Poland,  almost  four 
weeks  before  Glenn  Hod die 
takes  his  squad  to  Katowice 
for  the  May  31  clash. 

England’s  coach  hoped  to 
watch  Gascoigne  in 
Rangers’  last  three  matches 
this  week,  to  assess  his  fit- 
ness after  a 14-week  lay-off 
But  Rangers’  manager  Wal- 
ter Smith  revealed  yester- 
day that  a thigh  strain  is 
preventing  the  midfielder 
from  playing  a full  90 
minutes. 

Smith  confirmed  that  his 
player  is  unlikely  to  start 
tonight’s  match  at  Dundee 
United.  Rangers*  final  game 
is  at  Hearts  on  Saturday 
but  Gascoigne  has  little 
chance  of  starting  there 
either.  Without  a proper  as- 
sessment. Hoddle  may  have 


to  exclude  him  from  the 
plans  for  Poland. 

Rangers,  needing  a point 
tonight  to  secure  the  title, 
may  also  be  without  Jorg 
Alberts  , and  Craig  Moore 
tonight  The  champions  are 
six  points  ahead  of  Celtic 
and  have  a superior  goal 
difference  of  10.  Yet  if 
Celtic  win  convincingly  at 
home  to  a weakened  Kil- 
marnock tonight,  defeat 
for  Rangers  would  again 
postpone  celebrations  at 
Ibrox. ’ 

Billy  Stark,  Celtic’s  assis- 
tant manager,  has  said  he 
will  leave  the  dub  at  the 
end  of  the  month  after  last 
week’s  dismissal  of  his 
friend  Tommy  Bums. 

• Rangers  have  made  a 
total  £2.6  million  offer  for 
the  Rosenborg  defenders 
Erik  Hoftun  and  Staale 
Stensaas.  the  Norwegian 
dub  said  last  night.  Their 
president  Nils  Skutle  said: 
“Rangers  mean  business.” 


Base  Rate 

Bank  of  Scotland 
announces 
that  with  effect  from 
Tuesday 
6th  May  1997 
its  Base  Rate  has  been 
increased  from 
6.00%  per  annum  to 
6.25%  per  annum. 
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Results 


Soccer 

FA  CARLING  PREMIERSHIP 

Wot  Ham  (0)  O Hawralf  iOi  O 

2**17 


ill  2 Uvorpod  <Ci  1 

EtiBII  43  Owen  74 

HoKJswonh  55  20 .Cl  6 

PONTIN5  LBAOUEi  First  Division: 
Aston  Villa  5.  Leicester  0 Second  Diw 
Wmi  Burnley  3.  Bradford  C I 
EUROPEAN  U-J1  CHAMP IOK SHIP 
QUALIFY MCfc  Group  Mw  Ukraine  7. 
Armenia  0 

BELGIAN  CUP!  Sond-finata  AnderiocM  3. 
TiOlen  2 lagy  A-2| 

Tennis 

CHWHW  OPEN  (Hamburgi  First  round: 

S DoaocW  |Cai  t»  R Furlan  iltj  7-4.  £-?:  N 
Khter  iGeri  tx  M Manaln  (it)  4-e  7-* 
6-3:  M Cncj  [Ger.  fct  M QoHntr  IGeri 
6-*.  €-3. 

HKD  CLAY  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Coral 
Springs.  Fiji:  Hrat  roemfc  P Korda  Cal 
bJ  N CtaJv.ui  (SA;  b-3,  6-4  S brpbn 

(Arnl  M A O'Brien  USi  J-*.  *-3.  6-3.  B 
Bbek  iZira)  trt  M Oivrtrua^j  is*!  6-3  *-2, 
J A Vttoea  (Spi  fat  G Sen, Her  lAy.i  7-6. 

6- 4  L Jmnatm  1US1  O’  S ,Fn  s-r 

7- 6.  6-3:  M Woodfsrde  (*us>  or  □ van 
Scheppinger  |N*Sll  6-3  6-7  6-».  P Pro- 
drfksaen  ISw*»  bl  I BA-on  iijsj  6-0  6-2. 
ITALIAN  WOMEN’S  OPOf  (Frame,  First 
roteidi  N Arondt  iuSi  M L G-Mir-.j  IF. 

6- 3.  6-2  3 Kruger  iS*t  Cr  A SugiyJoe 
(Japan)  6-3.  6-1  P Octwraite  i3».C)  M Y 
Basirt  (lotto;  M.  6-1  e Ptofcftu  ,ei  e: 
A Fusai  iFri  3-6.  6-2.  7-6.  B Pauhis  IAuT' 
bl  C Brandi  (USi  2-6.  6-3.  7-5.  C Rubin 
(US)  bl  J Cjp<1  an  iUSi  7-6. 6-2  It  Drago- 
mir  [Romi  a A Can?aa  tfi  *-J  6—3  M 
Pteroo  (Fri  Dt  S CeccMn.  ol<  e-i.  6-1  S 
Tiitud  I Ft]  bt  M O'  emans  iriacii  6-  3 1-6 

7- 6.  L Natad  (Lall  bl  F PevfetT.  -Ill  6-i 
3-6.  6-2  Set-owd  round!  D Van  Roost 
(Bel)  bl  N Tauzlat  IFri  6-'  6-;. 

LTA  LAO  IKS  SATELLITE  ILet-en-So- 
hwin.  Wrot  roronb  A Tordotf  IG9  a:  j 
Wood  iGBl  6-3  6-1  K Wame-HoBaad 
IGBt  trt  V Ellkrn  IGBl  6-1  6-3.  L Portdna 
(GBI  bl  L Ssaadi  I Mauri  6-4  f-3,  J slock 
(Sai  bl  A Harie'iPviC  iCrct  6-2.  6-1.  e 
Trey* nr  iGB)  bl  P Ftasajor  iAul,  6-1  6-3 
L Old  <G8|  b?  4 lanes  IGB>  6-3.  7-6  M 
Kent  ■nil  iNolM  bl  M Guu.an  ilnoo. 
6-0.  C-3-  J Owdnir  iGBl  tr.  H Ma!- 
ttwws  IGB)  9-6.  6-1.  7-3  K Cross  .G6>  tl 
N ETors.a  iRus)  7-4  6-J  M Vanbs, 
iNeitii  bl  M Cnerno.iu  iin^oi  b-i  w m 
iFt)  bt  l Herbert  -G6)  C-i  rer  * 
iGBl  bl  L Lollrner  IGBi  6-4.  6-4.  4 
|GB|  bl  M Ullo  lAr^)  6-4.  --6.  D 


lArgi  bt  V Danob  (GBi  8-a. 
7-6  J Ward  (GB)  M E Jetts  iGBl  6-4  6-3: 
W Sawondari  Jlndoj  At  B Auer  (Aui)  6 S. 

6-C 

FEDERATION  CUPl  EaropolAtrlca 
Croup  Taro  lAnmlya.  Tun  Pool  Aa  Brit- 
ain 3,  Band  O (GB  (IriKI.  J Path  M r 
tscgiia  6-t.  6-1  S Sudth  trt  m B Warry 
t-:  6-1:  C Vtead/L  W OKA  otto  bt  AA- 
Oui'l  el  kYjny  6-1.  6-0. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN  LEAGUEt  Boston  a Kansas 
C'ty  2-  Sartrmore  2 ArwUiedn  7:  Now  York 
a.  M.nntMU  6.  Toronto  3.  Detroil  I:  Mil- 
«iau*cv  11.  Oakland  7. 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE!  Florida  3.  PUB- 
fc-jrgh  3.  Houston  3.  Philadelphia  4 Si 
L4U>4  1 A-Janra  2.  Colorado  l.  New  York  6. 
L4S  An  jeics  3.  Cincinnati  1.  San  Francisco 
4 Montreal  £ 


Basketball 


NBA: 

Continued!  Tl  si  lint  Houston  112. 
Seattle  102  IHcuston  lead  series  1-0). 


Cycling 


DUNKIRK  FOW  DAYS  RACE!  First 
dnw  loaders  (ISZSkmi:  1.  W Peelers 
i Bel]  Mace,  a hr  29mm  23b  be  s.  N Manan 
(Bell  Mapei.  3.  A Tchmll  (Unr)  Lotto  both 
same  time.  4.  L Genty  (Fr)  Blgoial  at  2scc 
6 C vasseur  (Fri  Gan  9. 

TOUR  DE  noMANIHB  Protein  (8.1km 
:>ma  trijir  i.  c Soardtnen  (GB)  Sntin 
S£.CC«ec-  2.  £ BreuMnk  (Netn)  ai  jannc 
3 Ci  Baranomki  I Poll  3 B7.  a.  P 3svoideUi 
ihj  4.13:  5.  J Bnr/ntm  (Bob  928  L E De»- 
-or  ,Ncni  8 96 


Motor  Sport 


TOUR  or  CORSICA  RALLY:  tasilma 

■afibr  1C  limed  slsaesr  1e,  F Del  occur  IFri 
306.  C Solar  (Sp)  Ford  Escort  3ir 
iJihlr,  Isec.  3.  G PanttZI  (Fr|  Peugaat  308 

2 33  10  4.  C UcPag  (GBi  Subaru  impress 

£ p LtaOi  Mil  Subaru  Impreaa 

3 30  74  6.  P Bugalski  (Fr;  Renault  Me^ane 
3 03  23.  7 u timet  iGerJ  MlBunsbi  Lancer 
3 OS  Cl,  S.  S Jordan  (Fri  Renault  Magana 
?csrb  U.  A Schwa  ft  (Ger)  Ford  Escort 
3'*:i  13.  F UananJ  |Fri  Subaru  Impreaa 

Real  Tennis 

POTTEKION  BRITISH  PROPESMOMAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP  iHotyport):  F%st  mb 
M Ryan  SI  A KnlSte  6-t.  6-2.  6-t.  C hah 
low  Ot  P Luck-hllle  6-1.  0-6.  6-2.  6-1;  K 
King  ::  C Lumlc-y  6-3.  S-b.  3-6,  B-S.  6-2;  H 
Latham  tu  a Otivor  6-3.  B-1.  6-2.  S Wr- 
gonu  » j tl  Cognian  M Novrod  bt  M En- 
l«  L-:.  6-1.  6-i  p Tabtoy  bt  A Phillips 
^-6.  6-V  6-5.  6-5.  Taylor  Cam  Bend, 

finals:  4 Dawes  bl  J Tomlinson  6-0. 6-3. 
Vbngana  01  B Ronaldson  6-0.  6-1 


Ice  Hockey 


WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Helsinki): 
Mb  tel  roandt  Canada  l.  Fmi  ana  0:  Russia 
1,  United  States  1.  neteyaMnn  round 
(Tampere):  Skjvakla  S.  Norway  1:  Latvia  8. 
Germany  0 

Stanley  Cam  Hnaii  rani  pby 


Buffalo  I.  Philadelphia  3 (Philadelphia 
lead  series  2-0) 

Evening  Racing 

DONCASTER 

LOO  (BfJ:  1,  MIGHTY  SURE,  Darren 
Monad  (26-1):  2,  Swift  Than  (4-1):  3, 
Mlve  Benateii  pD-t).  7—1  Far  Adrenalin. 
13  ran.  Nk.  3X  (P  Caiver)  Toie:  EB3.G0: 
El 5 60.  El. 30.  £6.90  Dual  F:  Cl 37.70.  Tito. 
Not  won.  CSF;  Cl  16.40 
L30  (TO  1,  PAMS  AGAIN,  J Fortune 
(3-i  Favi:  2,  Samition  Boy  (10-1).  3, 
Octree  Rlo>  (14-i|;  «,  Hk^en  Rocks 
(SPA)  (33-1)  21  ran.  Nk.  X.  (Mrs  J Ratra- 
deni  Tola:  E4.10:  Cl  JO.  OAb.  Etsa  Dual 
F:  £36  00.  Trio:  £224.90  CSF-  E31JB  Tri- 
emsh  £377 M.  mu  Gam  Una. 

7JOO  (SO  0,  BDfT  ALBAADIYA,  L Det- 
tori. (13-6  Far):  2.  Tter  IlilAtnn  Worm 
in-2);  3.  Alpine  Hilt— n»y  (13-1).  6 ran. 
a.  1.  |M  some)  Tolu:  C2.10;  Cl  JO.  £3.00. 
Dual  F:  £1030.  CSF  £10.4 S.  NFL  For  The 
Presom. 

TJO  (In  an  1.  AUGUSTAN.  K FallDn 
17-1)  a,  Tappate  ( lg-1 ):  3.  ShaNWMiae 
<9-t  For)  tl  ran.  Hd.  X (S  Gorimoa) 
Tar;  C6AO.  E220.  C5JQ.  Cl. 40  Dual  F~ 
£83  90  Trio:  £79.60.  CSF:  CB3.44.  Trtcaat 
ryyi  43 

B-OO  [1m>  1,  LORD  EUROUNK,  T Quinn 
(3-1);  JL  TUn  H2-1):  3,  MMtmr 
111-10  Fad),  is  ran.  2X.  ihL  (J  DiaPop) 
Tote:  £4  0).  Cl  30.  CL90.  Cl.OO  Dual  P 
£31.00  Trio  EE.  10.  CSF:  £34.39  NR:  Man- 
oaab.  Prince  Alex.  Top. 

BJO  (tm  SI  soydap  1,  STkP  H OO,  4 
Fortune  (100-30  FavJ;  a,  A Meat,  Sum 
(26-1  r:  3,  Rteearton  (ft-1):  4,  CaMen  Rate 
iS-1>  16  ran.  1.  nk.  (Mrs  J Ramsden)  Tote 
C4.60-.  El  50  n 1 30.  £2.20  Dual  F €360  BO. 
Trio  £336.90  CSF.  £90  OS.  Trtcaat  £404X9. 
NR:  Champagne  N Dreams.  Durax).  Father 
Dan.  Poppers 

QUADPOTi  £4  DO  PLACBPOTi  E518A0 


WIN  CANTON 

BAB  (Jm)i  i,  MRS  EM,  L Cummins  13-10 
Favi;  2,  Had  TM  (3-1 1:  3,  UmW  Bran, 
ISO-1)  3 ran.  IS.  B (P  Ntchollti  Tote:  Cl  30. 
Dual  F.  Cl  10  CSF.  Cl  45  ML  John 
Drumn 

0.1  B (Xm  0t}>  1,  LITTLE  ROWLEY,  M 
Rienards  (5~1):  2,  Mtearo  Rest  (3-1):  a, 
Proadar  mate  (5-«  Fovj  3 ran.  K.  dlSL 
IMra  L Rlctutrasl  T«e  C4.70.  Dual  F.  tZSO. 
CSF  ni.7B  NR;  Call  Me  AIM. 

■AS  (am  an  1,  MR  STRONG  call,  R 
Johnson  (3-10  Fa»|.  3, _ ' 


(7-2):  a,  CteM.al  Cbm  (10-1)  3 ran.  2. 
16  (P  Ntatidls)  Ton:  £130.  Dual  F:  0.10. 
C3F:  £1.84.  Ml;  Mehs  For  Adventure. 

7.1S  Qte  STfc  1,  CUMRACKB6  LAS, 
Mr  G Baines  (15-6  Jt  Fa**  S,  UM  Cappor 
(II-*):  a,  CUM  (16-a  Jt  Fav).  4 ran,  2. 1 
(Mrs  J Swart  std)  Tots  E2jM  Dual  F:  09.00. 
CSF:  £8.36.  NR:  Nectanebo. 

T4B(9ai1f  lioydxkl,  DOUALAOO.A 
P McCoy  16- U.  Sr  JMM  PHm  (13-2J:  L 
(13-53. 14-6  Fav  DrumcuUen. 


7 ran.  1*.  dlsL  (M  Pipe)  Tote:  £4 Stt  £3.60. 
£2.70.  Dual  F:  Ciom  CSF:  £31.21. 
LWpESO  1.  OJIUTUOM4ML  L 
Cummins  (6-11  Fav):  2,  Sm«  (5-4);  3, 
CMm  MaN  (11-I).  4 ran.  Ml  ii  (P  w- 
cholis)  Tow  Cl  AD  Dual  F-.  E1J0.  CSF: 
£201.  NR:  Country  Tuquln. 

QUAD  POT!  £17.60  PLACKPOT:  £668.30 


Fixtures 


(7  JO  unless  stated) 

Soccer 

HA  CARUMQ  pn—IBRHOPi  Letoeaw  « 

Shell  Wed  (7.451 

BELL’S  SCOTTISH  UOlaiB  P 
CMekjai  Cane  v KNitiamotA  (7 AS):  Dun- 
dee (Ad  v Rangers 

WORLD  CUP  BUROPBAN  OUAIHWWQr 
a>M  teai  Ukraine  v Armenia  (SA. 
UflPA  CUPl  fM,  Nrat  teM  FC  Schalka  v 
Inter  MUan  (7.45). 

POUHMS  UtAOUB  Pi  route  DMal— 

Leeds  v Derby  (7.0).  Pertranidi  Uvar- 
paoi  v Evanen.  nrat  DtvWom  Preston  v 
West  Brom  (7.0).  Third  DMMaro  Owater- 

Aatd  v Rochdale  (70)  cron  ftafc  Stoke  v 
York  (7.0). 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION! 
First  Dtvtstem  Cartitl  w Chariton  (2JD; 
Luton  v Chelsea  (20):  Mairoai  v Narvrien 
(2  0);  Southampton  v Wbnbiadair.  Wee* 
Ham  v Watford  (20). 

3-fi  COUMins  LBAOUEi  Tannml  Die. 
Wero  Bournemouth  v Bristol  C (2JJ). 
FROOMH-Vi  Merthyr  v Derby. 

Rugby  Union 

COURAGE  CLUBS  CHAMPIONSHIP: 

WaHiroal  laa—a  PUnr-oftte  Bedford  v 
Bristol;  Coventry  v Ltoi  Irish. 

WK1XH  NATtOMAL  LEAQUte  Hrat  Ote- 

••W*  Ebow  Vale  v Bridgend  (7  0):  Neath  v 
UaruuH  (7JJ):  Pontypridd  w Newport  (7jn; 
Cardin  v Swansea  (7  o;. 

Rugby  League 

SMCOMD  DtWSXJMt  Brantley  * HunsteL 
AU.IAMCK  nilMWIoilMMh  31  Helena  y 

BradtonL 


Sport  in  brief 


Motor  Sport 

The  Spaniard  Carlos  Sainz, 
driving  a Ford  Escort,  and 
France's  Francois  Delecour 
In  a Peugeot  306  shared  first 
place  in  foe  Tour  of  Corsica 
after  an  eventful  second  day 
In  which  the  world  champion 
Tommi  Maklnen.  of  Finland, 
plunged  off  the  road  and  out 
of  Che  event  after  his  Mitsubi- 
shi Lancer  hit  a cow,  writes 
David,  Williams.  Colin  McRae 
in  his  Subaru  set  foe  pace  for 
most  of  foe  leg  hut  ended  the 
day  as  he  had  begun  it,  in 
fourth  place. 

Motor  Racing 

The  leading  British  designer 
John  Barnard  has  joined  the 
Arrows  Formula  One  team  as 
technical  director  less  than  a 
month  after  leaving  Ferrari, 
writes  Alan  Henry.  • He 
replaces  Frank  Demie.  de- 
signer of  the  Arrows-Yamaha 

A18  in  which  Damon  TTffl  hac 

yet  to  finish  this  season.  Bar- 
nard wfil  design  next  year’s 
Arrows. 

Basketball 

Nick  Norse,  foe  American 
who  led  the  Birmingham  Bul- 
lets to  the  Budweiser  Champi- 
onship last  season,  has  left 
the  club  to  take  over  as  coach 
of  Stmalr  Ostend. 

Tennis 

Britain’s  Federation  Cup 
team  beat  Egypt  3-0  in  then- 
second  Pool  A match  in 
Europe/Africa  Group  Two  in 


Antalya  yesterday.  Julie  Pul- 
tin  beat  Yassmia  Abdulla  6-1. 
6-1,  Sam.  Smith  beat  Mawa  El 
Wany  by  the  same  score  and 
Clare  Wood  and  Lorua.  Wood- 
roffe  beat  Abdulla  and  El 
Wany  6-1, 6-0  in  foe  doubles. 

Cycling 

Britain’s  Chris  Boardman 
overcame  cold,  rainy  condi- 
tions to  win  the  prologue  of 
foe  Tour  of  Romandie  yester- 
day. blitzing  round  foe  8.1km 
circuit  in  9min  58.06sec.  Tbny 
Rominger,  twice  winner  of 
the  event  was  14th. 
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Cricket 

B&H  Cup:  Warwickshire  v Yorkshire 

White  bear 

squeezed 
by  Lehmann 


Mk»  Sgvey«t Bdgbwton 

IT  IS  only  a couple  of  years 
since  Dermot  Reeve's 
flash  Harry  band  were 
carrying  all  contemptu- 
ously before  them.  Warwick- 
shire were  the  side  to  bear  the 
standard  for  the  English 
game  into  the  new  millen- 
nium. Yet  now  they  have  the 
appearance  of  a county  in 
bother.  There  are  definite 
signs  of  cracks  in  the  walls  of 
Fortress  Edgbaston. 

. The  latest  appeared  yester- 
day. when  Yorkshire  ham- 
mered them  by  live  wickets 
With  3»  overs  in  hand  in  the 
match  carried  over  from  Mon- 
day. The  result  would  have 
been  even  more  emphatic  had 
two  wickets  not  fallen  need- 
lessly at  the  end. 

With  four  wins,  and  a final 
qualifier  against  Minor 
Counties,  Yorkshire  are  al- 
most certain  to  top  their 
group  and  enjoy  a home  quar- 
ter-final. Warwickshire, 
meanwhile,  are  scrabbling 
even  to  Qualify:  their  game  on 
Monday  against  Derbyshire  is 
crucial.  It  has  not  been  a good 
week  for  dynasties. 

Once  Warwickshire  had 
failed  to  post  a competitive 
total  on  the  first  day,  York- 
shire’s task  looked  straight- 
forward, potential  disruption 
coming'  - only  from  the 
weather,  complacency  or  Al- 
lan Donald. 

The  weather  relented,  giv- 
ing Edgbaston  a morning  of 
unbroken  sunshine  though 
with  a wind-chill  factor  that 


Durham  v Leicestershire 

Habib  ruins 
Durham  hopes 


David  Hopps 
at  Chester-Ie-Street 


AT  THE  building  site 
better  known  as  the 
Riverside  Ground,  with 
more  diggers  and  lorries 
careering  about  than  in  the 
average  small  boy’s  bedroom. 
Durham  constructed  a recog- 
nisable edifice  of  false  expec- 
tation in  a defeat  against 
Leicestershire  that  made 
their  progress  to  the  Benson 
& Hedges  quarter-finals 
highly  improbable. 

That  such  major  building 
work  was  not  fitted  into  a 
seven-month  close  season 
beggars  belief,  the  only  poss- 
ible justification  being  that 
Don  Robson.  Durham's  chair- 
man and  leader  of  a Labour 
council,  did  not  want  to  boost 
the  construction  industry  the 
wrong  side  of  the  election. 

Amid  the  ceaseless  clatter, 
and  with  his  face  occasionally 
stung  by  a sleet-ridden  north- 
west  wind,  Allah  Habib  as- 
sured Leicestershire  of  their 
place  in  the  last  eight.  His  111 
from  117  balls  was  an  innings 
of  great  maturity  from  a bats- 
man forced  to  idle  away  much 
or  Leicestershire's  Champion- 
ship season  last  summer  as 
their  resident  12th  man. 

With  the  assistance  of  a bad 
tumble  by  John  Morris  off 


I Paul  Collingwood's  bowling 
when  he  was  -U,  Habib  batted 
with  great  poise  and  polish. 
Simon  Brown,  his  hair 
cropped  after  a dalliance  with 
a tin  of  white  paint  on  elec- 
tion night  in  Scotland,  was 
again  Durham's  best  bowler. 

The  loss  of  two  overs  to 
sleet  revised  Durham's  target 
to  282  in  48  and  they  fell  19 
runs  short,  although  as  long 
as  Morris  remained  they 
could  not  be  discounted.  After 
a dismal  1996,  Morris  has  had 
winter  tuition  from  Graham 
Gooch  and  he  looked  more  his 
old  self  before  exiting  softly 
on  62  by  hauling  Matthew 
Brimson’s  full  toss  to  Habib 
at  deep  midwicket. 

Brirason’s  slow  left -arm 
also  dealt  with  Collin  gwood. 
well  held  at  long  off:  Michael 
Fuster,  promoted  to  No.  4 in 
search  of  quick  runs,  failed 
with  his  first  attacking 
stroke,  having  also  had  a mis- 
erable day  with  the  ball;  and 
David  Boon  edged  to  the 
wicketkeeper  with  the 
required  rate  spiralling. 

Martin  Speight  and  Nick 
Speak,  with  a 44-ball  50,  bat- 
ted brightly  in  the  closing 
overs  to  emphasise  that  Dur- 
ham's spirits  are  high,  but 
with  their  group  games  com- 
pleted they  can  only  trust  that 
the  last  round  of  matches  con- 
veniently fall  their  way. 


Malcolm  leaves  Hick  in  a hole 

GRAEME  HICK  failed  I completed  a five-wicket  vie* 
again  yesterday,  being  tory  over  Scotland. 


^jlngain  yesterday,  being 
dismissed  bv  Devon  Malcolm 
for  ll  as  Worcestershire's 
B&H  ambitions  faded  with  a 
20-run  defeat  against  Derby- 
shire at  Derby. 

The  visitors  needed  lug 
scores  from  Hick  and  Tom 
Moodv  but  only  the  Austra- 
lian obliged,  hitting  77  off  1J0 
balls  in  pursuit  of  Derby- 
shire’s 231. 

Glamor&m  brat  Ireland  by 
six  wickets  yesterday  and 
Northamptonshire  quickly 


completed  a five-wicket  vic- 
tory over  Scotland. 

Ireland’s  202  for  nine  was 
built  around  Hansie  Cronje’s 
85.  with  three  sixes  off  Robert 
Croft.  But  Croft,  opening  with 
Hugh  Morris,  hit  two  sixes  of 
his  own  In  scoring  43  before  a 
third-wicket  partnership  of  91 
between  Matthew  Maynard 
(50)  and  Adrian  Dale  (45)  saw 
Glamorgan  home. 

Northamptonshire’s  Mai 
Love  finished  unbeaten  on  45 
as  the  home  side  passed  Scot- 
land's 160  for  nine. 


would  not  have  disgraced 
Vladivostok  in  January;  the 
Yorkshire  batting,  led  by 
Michael  Vaughan  (88)  and  the 
Australian  Darren  Lehmann 
(67  from  65  balls),  knuckled 
down  to  the  task  in  the  best 
tradition;  and  Donald  bristled 
but  was  seen  off  wicketless. 

Hitherto  the  strength  of  the 
bear  has  been  in  the  welding 
of  a bunch  of  mostly  unexcep- 
tional players  into  a solid 
unit  But  unexceptional  is 
what  they  are  at  presenL 

in  one-day  cricket,  where 
Donald’s  contribution  is 

restricted  and  must  be  used 
tactically,  the  fast  bowler’s 
brooding  presence  cannot 
compensate  for  a lack  of  even 
one  batsman  of  top  quality. 

Yesterday,  while  Vaughan 
and  Lehmann  went  about  the 
business  of  adding  117  in  22 
overs  for  the  second  wicket 
there  was  a resigned,  unin. 
spired  look  to  them  in  the 
field,  hands  in  pockets  — a 
function  of  the  temperature 
but  symbolic  for  all  that 

Twice  Lehmann,  a chunky 
left-hander  with  some  wither- 
ing back-foot  shots,  offered 
catches  to  Graeme  Welch  on 
the  long-on  boundary,  one  a 
doddle  and  the  other  the  sort 
that  sticks  when  things  are 
going  even  half-decently. 

Both  went  to  ground  and 
Lehmann  rubbed  it  in  by  tak- 
ing Donald  for  14  from  one 
over,  including  a six  carved 
over  third  man.  before  he  was 
caught  off  a skier.  Yorkshire, 
seeking  to  replace  Michael 
Bevan’s  contribution,  appear 
to  have  a bargain  here. 


Scoreboard 


Benson  A Hodges  Cup 

GLAMORGAN  V UWLAMD 
CstUHfi  Glamorgan  won  by  six  wickrts. 
UtKLAND 

(avcnMgnc  74-G) 

w J Cronje  c & D Dale  BS 

■JOR  Benson  c A b Watkin 23 

A R Dtirtoc  not  out  ...  31 

D Heaaley  Ibvr  o Craft - O 

D Mooro  0 Dale  O 

P G GlIleaDie  Um  b Welkin  4 

G L Malms  c Maynard  b Waqor  lO 

P McCrum  not  out  t 

Extras  (1612.  w8i — 20 

Total  [for  9.  SO  ovbisI  ....  202 

PM  of  wfcfcata  coot:  134.  161.  162.  163. 
172.  194 

Bowlins:  Waqar  10-0-42-1;  Watkin 
10-1-26-3,  Parkin  7-1-25-1;  Butcher 
4-0-20-1.  Crafl  10-0-50-1:  Dale  9-1-27-2 


R D B Crott  c Patterson  b Cronje  43 

H Morris  b McC'-im 24 

A Dole  e Patterson  b Mol  Ins  46 

*M  P Maynard  c Heaaley  b Benson  . SO 

P A Gattey  nol  out 21 

S P James  not  out  .... 5 

Extras  (62.  163.  wQ.  nb4) 1» 

Total  l tor  4.  30.3  overs) 203 

FOB  «f  wicfcetoi  73.  73.  164  190 
DU  not  bnti  G P Butcher.  tA  D Snsw. 
Waqnr  Younls.  S L Watkin.  0 T Partin 
i Bowling:  Gillespie  4-0-24-0;  Cooke 
1 2-0-25-0;  Cronle  5-0-36-1;  McCrum 
I 7-0-35-1:  Haasley  2-0-16-0;  Moll  ns 
6-0-40-1:  Benson  43-0-22-1. 

Umpires!  T E Jesty  and  K E Palmer. 

minor  commas  v Lancashire 

WabaA  Lancashire  won  try  35  runs. 
LANCASHIRE!  210-7  (N  H Falrbrother  62. 
W K Hegg  54noj 
MINOR  COUNTIES 
l overnight  1-0) 

S J Dean  c Hegg  b Green  . 41 

W Larkins  c Crawley  b Yales 26 

n R Gaywooa  c Hegg  6 Austin IB 

*1  Cockliein  e Falrbrother  tt  Martin  ..  4 

G W Ecclestone  tow  b Martin  0 

R N Dalton  c Crawley  b Waslm 2S 

TP  J Nic  no  ta  on  lew  b Austin 1 

N V Radford  b Martin  14 

J C Fielding  low  6 Austin  O 

M a Sharp  not  our  ..  IB 

A J Murphy  b Green - .... 1 

Extras  (07. 165,  wll.  nb6) 29 

Total  (43.3  overs) . — 175 

M ot  wtduOK  GO.  91. 102. 102.  133. 134. 
135.  142.  172. 

Bowllngi  Waslm  6-1-35-1;  Austin 
10-3-33-3:  Green  5.3-0-33-2:  Martin 
10-1-41-3;  Yaws  10-3-21-1. 

Ungrtres:  3 BaMerstone  and  J Hampshire. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  tr  SCOTLAND 
Northampton:  Northamptonshire  won  by 
five  wickets. 

SCOTLAND:  160-8  (FoUett  4-39). 

HOKTHAMPTONSHBtE 

(overnight:  126-51 

M B Loye  not  out 4B 

J N Snape  nol  out 27 

Extras  (Itwt.  wl2.  nW) 20 

Toni  I lor  5.  32-4  ovarsi 164 

FaB  of  w4okom  20.  33.  49.  55.  94 
DM  not  bah  J E EmOurey.  TO  Ripley.  J P 
Taylor.  O Fatten. 

Bgwtog  Thomson  ID-0-45-3:  Gourisy 
*_1-2S_0:  Hurlbatt  5-0-28-1:  Govan 
6-0-17-1:  Williamson  64-0-46-0. 
Umptram  A Clarkson  and  D R Shepherd 


DERBYSHIRE  v WORCESTERSHIRE 
Darby:  Derbyshire  won  by  23  rims. 
DERBYSHIRE 
(overnight:  32-Qi 

K J Barnett  b Hick ...  69 

C J Adams  low  0 Newport  9 

•D  M Jones  lb«  b Laatnerdaie 36 

G A Khan  b Lea-tieraate 2 

V P Clarke  c Weston  a Haynes  — ...  62 

IK  M KnM>en  not  out 20 

P A J DeFrehas  D Solttnki O 

G M Roberts  law  b Lealhw Cate  ..  _.  2 

A J Harris  0 LettXberttale  2 

D E Malcolm  c Solankl  6 New  pan  _.  3 

K j Dean  run  out 6 

Extras  1 64.  Ib12.  wZI.  nbl) 41 

Yota)  (49.4  overs')  _ 231 

PM  of  wtekoU:  37.  1ZZ.  131.  157.  2C9. 
209.  212.  214.  rro 

Bowllngi  Newport  19-1-36-2:  Heynas 
19-1-47-1.  Ljmpitt  5-0-19-0;  Brinkley 

3- 0-14-0.  Hick  1C— 0-49-1;  Learner  dale 
9.4-0-33-4;  Solanki  3-0-17-1. 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

T M Moody  c Jones  b Roberts  77 

w P C Weston  b Malcolm  _ i 

G A Met  c Jones  o Malcolm  ..  11 

G R Haynes  ibw  b Dean -... . 13 

V 3 Solanki  b Clarke  , ...  19 

K R Spiring  b Roberts  10 

D A Leainerdaie  b Clarke 2 

tS  J Rhodes  a Hams 3T 

P J Newport  c Knkken  6 DeFreitaa  - 12 
5 R LantplR  c Jones  D Harris  16 

J E Brinkley  no:  out O 

Extras  (167.  w4.  no2l 13 

Total  (49.5  overs) 211 

FaBi  B.  38.  7a.  122.  130.  143,  143. 178.  209. 
BcnvOngi  DeFrenas  9-1-33-1;  Malcolm 
10-1-38-2;  Harris  B. 5- 1-30-2:  Dean 

4- 0-16-1:  Roberta  8-0-52-2;  Clarke 
8-0-35-2. 

Umptnm  R A White  and  J F Steele. 

DURHAM  w LEICESTERSHIRE 
Cheatr  la  Btiueli  Leicestershire  won  by 
19  runs  treoued  target  ram). 


Vertca 


Mill  CoanMi 


D L Maddy  c Lewis  b Brown  1 1 

I J SutoUHe  c Boiling  b Brawn 8 

A Httblb c Speak  b Walker ill 

■v  j wells  l&w  o Walker  90 

J M Dakin  nol  out 28 

N C Johnson  not  out . 8 

Extras  161.  1610.  w19)  _ - 30 

Total  | tor  4,  50  overa) 287 

Fan  of  wteketai  18.  22.  243.  261. 

DU  not  bat:  G I Macmillan.  tP  A Mxon.  D 
J Mlllna.  A D M totally.  M T Brunson 
Bowling:  Brown  19-0-49-2.  Killeen 
10-0-52-0:  Walker  io-o-5«-2:  Foster 
9-0-64-0:  BoiDng  6-0-40-0:  Collinpwood 
3-0-17-0. 

DURHAM 

J J B Lewis  c Oaten  b uuiialiy 18 

P D Coitlngwood  c Macmillan 

b Brunson 36 

J E Morns  c Habib  0 Brimson 62 

I M i Foster  c Nixon  b Dawn i 

-D  C Boon  c Nixon  b Dakin  4 

TM  P Speight  c Has*  O Multeity 33 

N j Speak  c Dawn  0 Weils 39 

j Boning  c Brunson  b Multeity 11 

N Killeen  run  out  . 3 

S J E Biown  not  out 8 

A Walker  nol  out 3 

Extras  (105.  wTQ.  nblO) SB 

Total  (tor  9.  48  overs) 233 

Mb  38.  109.  113.  141,  141.  204.  225.  2S1. 
258. 

Bowl  hi  01  Mullaily  ID-0-53-3;  Mlllns 
7-3-23-0:  Wells  8-0-50-1;  Johnson 
5-0-38-0:  Brimson  9-0-41-2:  Dskln 
9-0-53-2. 

Umpires:  D J Constant  and  A A Jones. 


P W L Nr  Pts  RR 

— 4 3 1 0 6 4.73 

.....  4 3 1 0 6 3S5 

4 2 2 0 4 1867 

...4  2 2 0 4 -184 

4 2 2 0 4 -4.53 

i 4 0 4 0 0 -20.15 

P W I-  Nr  Pts  RR 

.....  3 3 0 0 6 29.99 

4 2 2 0 4 14.74 

3 2 1 0 4 6.18 

....3  1 2 0 2 -1307 

3 0 3 0 0 -51 37 


P W L Nr  Pts  RR 

4 4 0 0 8 9 85 

I 4 3 1 0 6 25.26 

s 4 2 2 0 4 7JJ6 

*. . 4 2 2 0 4 0.72 

nfvs 4 1 3 0 2 -21.94 

4 0 4 0 0 -2Q.D6 


P V L Mr  Pts  RR 

3 3 0 0 £•  864 

.....  3 2 1 0 4 37.17 

4 2 2 0 4 -6.83 

3 1 2 0 2 -3262 
.....  3 0 3 0 0 -6.00 


Bain  Hogg  Trophy 

The  Oak  MCC  YC's  207.  Surrey  210-3  IJ 
D Raid  life  751.  Surrey  won  by  seven  wick- 
ets. Manaflaldi  Nona  206-7  (U  Aszaal  71). 
Lancs  204  (NT  Wood  72noj.  Notts  won  by 
tour  runs,  lesmbigton:  Walks  148-7 
I Bloomfield  4-21).  Middx  149-4.  mkuu 
won  try  six  wickets. 

Starting  today 

BRITANNIC  ASSURANCE  COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP  (lour  days;  11.0): 
Dwbyi  Derbyshire  v Surrey-  Harttepeub 
Durham  v Nottinghamshire.  Briirtofa 
Gloucestershire  v Hampshire.  Lord’s: 
Middlesex  v Sussex.  Northampton: 
Northamptonshire  v Somerset  Wore— - 
tor=  Worcestershire  v Leicestershire  Ha 
Rtfwi  Yorkshire  v Glamorgan. 

OTHER  MATCHES  [three  daya:  11.30): 
FnsiFk  Cambridge  Untv  v Essex.  Thu 
Parks:  Oxford  Unrv  v WarwtefcsMrs. 
SECOND  XI  CHAMPIONSHIP  (three 
days):  Onhinfonfa  Essex  v Durham. 
PaobprlMt  Glamorgan  v Yorks.  Seutftr- 
smpten:  Hants  v Wares.  Ukwrtw-  Leks 
v Kant  MoOfngbaau  Notts  v Lancs.  Ttt» 
tom  Somerset  v Gtouca.  Tim  Oat  Surrey  , 
v Derbys.  Eastbourne:  Sussex  v 
Northerns. 
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Rugby  Union 


Sale  all-rounder  has 
grounds  for  optimism 


David  Irvine  on  why  Twickenham  and 
the  Pilkington  Cup  final  will  hold  few  fears 
for  the  much-travelled  Adrian  Hadley 


TO  PLAY  again  at 
Twickenham,  where  he 
scored  the  tries  that 
scuppered  England  in 
1384  and  again  in  1388  — the 
last  two  times  Wales  won 
there  — is  a bonus  Adrian 
Hadley  never  envisaged  when 
he  joined  Sale  from  Widnes 
rugby  league  dub  last  sum- 
mer. “The  possibility  didn't 
even  cross  my  mind."  he  says. 

Even  after  a lengthy  and 
distinguished  career  in  both 
codes  — and  from  1988  to  1998 
he  added  seven  caps  as  a pro- 
fessional to  the  27  he  won  for 
his  country  as  an  amateur  — 
Hadley  admits  to  a frisson  of 
excitement  as  he  prepares  for 
his  return  to  union  headquar- 
ters in  Saturday’s  Pilkington 
Cup  final  against  Leicester. 

In  all  he  appeared  in  three 
Five  Nations  matches  at 
Twickenham.  He  scored  the 
only  try  when  Wales  won  by 
24-15  in  1984  and  the  two 
which  saw  them  home  by  11-3 
; in  1988.  Leicester’s  Rory 
1 Underwood  was  on  the  losing 
XV  on  both  occasions.  Dean 
Richards  on  the  second. 

“It’s  a ground  I always 
loved  playing  on.  both  for 
Cardiff  and  Wales,"  Hadley 
says,  “and  it  has  probably  the 
best  surface  I’ve  come  across. 

I Most  of  all.  though,  it  is  the 
satisfaction  of  getting  there 
with  a side  no  one  expected  to 
see  in  the  final.” 

At  the  season's  start  many 
pundits  suggested  that  Sale, 
i along  with  Orrell  and  West 
| Hartlepool,  would  struggle  for 
survival  in  the  Courage 
league.  In  the  cup  they  were 
considered  rank  outsiders,  es- 
pecially after  straining  to 
beat  League  Two  Richmond 
34-30  in  the  fifth  round. 

That  game  was  the  33-year- 
old  Hadley’s  first  in  the  foil 
side,  although  he  had  played  in 
European  Conference  and 


Hitting  and  hoping . . . Wayne  T -aricine  on  the  way  to  his  26  at  Walsall  yesterday  as  Minor 
Counties  went  down  by  35  runs  to  Lancashire  in  the  B&H  Cup.  Ian  Austin,  after  conceding 
28  in  his  first  three  overs,  took  three  for  33  as  the  part-timers,  for  whom  Steve  Dean  hit  41 
off  only  35  balls,  collapsed  from  a rapid  91  for  one  to  175  all  out  photograph;  seal  simps  on 


Anglo- Welsh  Cup  matches,  and 
it  was  not  until  his  former 
Wales  and  Widnes  colleague 
John  Deveneux  returned  to 
rugby  league  at  the  year's  end 
that  he  emerged  as  Jos  Baxen- 
dell's  centre  partner. 

Though  limited  in  his  ap- 
pearances by  a broken  finger, 
j Hadley  repaid  his  coach  John 
Mitchell's  faith  in  him  with 
two  quite  outstanding  perfor- 
mances — rock-solid  in  de- 
fence, always  creative  in 
attack  — in  the  quarter-final 
win  at  Northampton  and  the 
emphatic  home  semi-final  vic- 
tory over  Harlequins. 

Apart  from  knowing  Twick- 
enham — David  Rees,  Charlie 
Vyvyan  and  Dave  Baldwin 
have  also  played  there  in 
county  finals  and  Dewi  Mor- 
ris. frequently,  for  England  — 
Hadley  is  a veteran  of  four 
Welsh  Cup  finals  with  Cardiff; 
three  on  the  winning  side. 

He  might  even  have  com- 
pleted a unique  hat-trick; 
only  a badly  timed  bout  of 
pneumonia  denied  him  a 
place  in  the  Widnes  team  at 
the  Silk  Cut  rugby  league 


• • *.  A:  ■ j'J  fr  . 
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Hadley . . • happy  return 


final  at  Wembley  in  1993. 

He  enjoyed  his  four  years 
with  Salford  "immensely”, 
helping  them  win  promotion 
and  the  Second  Division  Pre- 
miership final.  Only  a con- 
tract dispute  forced  him  to 
move,  and  though  several 
clubs  wanted  to  sign  him  he 
plumped  for  a reunion  with 
his  former  Wales  colleagues 
Jonathan  Davies.  Devereux 

and  Paul  Moriarty  at  Widnes. 

It  was  another  former  col- 
league. Paul  Turner.  Mitch- 
ell’s predecessor,  who  per- 
suaded him  to  join  Sale  rather 
than  return  to  Cardiff  when 
he  broke  with  Widnes. 

Hadley',  whose  representa- 
tive career  was  always  as  a 
wing,  says  he  has  rugby  league 
to  thank  for  being  reborn  as  a 
centre.  "You  do  become  more 
adaptable  In  league." 

Though  be  accepts  that 
time  is  running  out  for  him. 
he  says  that  tinder  Mitchell 
he  feels  fitter  than  for  a long 
time  and  is  thriving  on  a 
game  he  finds  “more  enjoy- 
able than  it  was”.  As  long  as 
the  body  lasts  be  will  con- 
tinue playing,  but  eventually 
be  would  like  to  extend  his 
job  as  Sale’s  rugby  manager. 

Once  Saturday’s  final  is 
over.  Hadley  will  join  Mitch- 
ell in  a recruitment  drive.  "At 
present  we  probably  have 
about  24  players  good  enough 
Tor  League  One  rugby  and 
that's  not  enough.  A lot  of 
players  have  expressed  an  in- 
terest in  joining  us  but  we  are 
looking  chiefly  to  good  young 
northern  players  rather  than 
established  stars.” 

• Richards  will  be  a Leices- 
ter replacement  on  Saturday, 
and  Rory.  Underwood  will 
make  the  bench  only  if  Steve 
Hackney  is  unfit.  Will  Green- 
wood returns  to  Leicester's 
centre  after  injury  and  Craig 
Joiner  moves  to  his  favourite 
position  on  the  right  wing. 

Lalcaatari  N Malone;  C Joiner,  IN 
Greenwood.  $ Potter.  L Uoyd:  J Straneky. 
A Healey.  G Rowntree.  R Ccckerill.  D 
Gartonh.  M Johnson  (capt).  M Poole.  J 
Wells.  N Bach.  E Miller.  Bup^cemana.  ft 
Llley.  R Underwood  or  S Hackney,  a 
Kardooni.  D West  D fltcfiarcls.  W Drake- 
Lee. 


WARWICKSHIRE  v YORKSHIRE 
Edgbaatont  Yorkshire  won  by  live 
wickets 

WARWICKSHIRE:  233-8  (N  M K Smith 

57 1. 

YORKSHIRE 

(Overnight  114-O1 

•Q  8, as  b Brown  ....  7 

M P Vaughan  o Smith 86 

0 S Lehmann  e Brown  b Giles  . ..  _.  67 

P J Hartley  tt  Smith 22 

A McGratn  c Giles  tt  Brown 20 

C White  not  out B 

ta  J Blekey  not  out O 

Extras  (or.  tea  w6.  nb4)... 2fi 

Tout  (tor  5.  463  Overs) 237 

Fan  of  wickets  17. 134. 173.  22*.  227. 
DM  not  bat:  B Parker.  D Gough.  C E W 
Siiverwood.  Ft  D Slemp 
Bowling:  Donald  10-3-38-0,  Welch 
5-0-27-0;  Brown  7.3-1-40-2;  Giles 
10-0-49-1;  Small  4-1-26-0:  Smith 
S-O-ir-2. 

Umpires:  G I Burgess  and  P Willey. 

Tables 


Courage  league  play-offs 


Four  step  into  unknown 


Robert  Armstrong 

FOUR  Courage  league 
dubs  are  about  to  em- 
bark for  the  first  time  on 
the  trauma  of  sudden-death 
two-leg  play-offs  to  settle  the 
outstanding  relegation  and 
promotion  issues  between  the 
top  two  divisions. 

The  system  of  aggregate 
scores  that  has  been  used  suc- 
cessfully in  soccer  play-offs 
since  the  early  Eighties  is 
likely  to  reward  those  com- 
petitors high  on  passion  and 
opportunism  rather  than  the 
more  prosaic  virtues  associ- 
ated with  consistent  league 
form. 

Tonight  Bristol  ever-pres- 
ent in  the  top  flight  since 
league  rugby  began  10  years 
ago,  play  Bedford  at  Golding- 
tan  Road  while  London  Irish 
go  to  Coundon  Road  to  face 
Coventry,  who  finished  third 


Rugby  League 


in  League  Two.  Both  the 
League  One  clubs  elected  to 
play  their  first  legs  away, 
with  the  home  legs  scheduled 
for  next  Sunday. 

At  first  sight  the  Irish,  who 
gained  only  six  wins  from  22 
games,  would  seem  to  have 
the  tougher  task  against  a 
Coventry  side  who  lost  only 
five  out  of  22  under  the  astute 
captaincy  of  Derek  Eves. 

But  the  rich  vein  of  form 
struck  by  the  Exiles  last 
month,  which  included  rare 
victories  over  Harlequins  and 
Leicester,  should  boost  their  | 
confidence  for  the  visit  to 
Coventry,  who  know  they 
must  take  a respectable  lead 
to  S unbury  next  weekend. 

Bedford  though,  studded  as 
they  are  with  international 
talents  such  as  Mike  Rayer 
and  Paul  Turner,  could 
spring  a nasty  surprise  on 
Bristol,  who  look  susceptible 
to  ambitious  opponents. 


Strangely.  Bristol  decided 
to  stage  their  final  league 
game  against  West  Hartlepool 
only  last  Sunday  — they  won 
28-17  — which  gave  them  a 
mere  72  hours  to  compose 
themselves  for  the  Bedford 
trip.  Like  the  Irish,  Bristol 
stand  to  forfeit  about  £750.000 
next  season  if  they  go  down, 
not  to  mention  their  interna- 
tional players  Simon  Shaw 
and  Mark  Regan,  who  would 
quickly  be  snapped  up  by 
clubs  in  the  top  division  of 
what  will  be  the  Allied  Dun- 
bar League  next  season. 

For  the  moment  Shaw  and 
Regan,  having  both  recovered 
from  ankle  injuries,  will  put 
their  commitment  to  the 
Lions,  who  meet  at  Wey- 
bridge  this  weekend,  on  hold 
in  order  to  focus  totally  on 
Bristol’s  survival  mission. 
Martin  Corry,  Bristol's  cap- 
tain, has  shaken  off  a groin 
injury. 


Limited  choice  as  Lydon  looks  for  a coach 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 

JOE  LYDON,  the  Rugby 
Football  League’s  techni- 
cal director,  is  unlikely  to 
name  the  new  Great  Britain 
coach  before  August  The  for- 
mer Wigan  football  manager 
wants  to  see  how  candidates 
perform  in  the  World  Club 
Championship,  which  opens 
on  June  6 with  St  Helens 
meeting  Auckland  Warriors. 

Lydon's  daunting  task  is  to 
prepare  for  a three-Test  series 
against  Australia  starting  at 
Wembley  on  November  I.  and 
the  dismissals  of  John  Joyner 


at  Castleford  and  Andy  Good- 
way at  Oldham  suggest  he  will 
not  have  a long  list  of  hopefuls. 

Realistically  there  may  be 
only  two.  Salford’s  Andy 
Gregory  and  Sheffield's  Phil 
Larder,  whose  present  con- 
tract runs  out  next  month. 

Larder  was  in  charge  of  the 
Great  Britain  side  who  lost 
3-0  in  New  Zealand.  Since 
then  Gregory,  who  has  earned 
admiration  for  his  work  at 
Salford,  has  emerged  as 
favourite  and  he  was  given 
charge  of  Britain’s  squad  for 
the  World  Nines  tournament 
in  Australia  this  year. 

Possibly  the  best  choice, 


however,  would  be  Shaun 
McRae.  St  Helens’  Australian 
coach,  the  most  successful  in 
the  European  Super  League. 

Wigan's  former  forward 
Phil  Clarke  has  emerged  as  a 
key  figure  in  the  intended 
overthrow  of  the  chairman 
Jack  Robinson  and  the  board. 
He  has  agreed  to  be  nominate 
as  a director,  according  to  the 
shareholders’  action  group. 

Tommy  Martyn,  St  Helens' 
stand-off  has  been  cleared  of 
foul  play  after  being  put  on 
report  late  in  the  Challenge 
Cup  final  for  an  allegedly  dan- 
gerous challenge  on  Brad- 
ford's Abi  Ekoku. 


L'J 


BECAUSE  DIRECT  DEBIT  IS  THE  EASIEST  WAY  TO  BUDGET  YOUR  BILLS  AND  IF  AN  AMOUNT 
OR  DATE  OF  A DO  SHOULD  EVER  CHANGE,  YOU'LL  BE  NOTIFIED  WELL  IN  ADVANCE. 
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Ireland  thrill  to  a world  champion,  page  1 3 
More  fitness  worries  over 


Third  Division  fears  League  plans»  page 
Yorkshire  sweep  to  Edgbaston  yictoiy»  ^ 


RIVALS  FALTER  TO  HAND  THE  CHAMPIONSHIP  TO  OLD  TRAFFORD 


Premiership:  Wimbledon  2,  Liverpool  1 


United’s 
title  as 
Liverpool 
bump  to  a 
standstill 


David  Lacey 


LIVERPOOL’S  chances 
of  pipping  Manchester 
United  for  the  Pre- 
miership title  faded 
fast  at  Selhurst  Park  last 
night  but  at  least  they  went 
back  to  the  future.  After  Ja- 
son Eoell  and  Dean  Holds- 
worth  had  given  a brisker, 
mare  committed  Wimbledon 
side  a 2-0  lead,  hope  of  some- 
thing better  to  come  at  An- 
field  emerged  in  the  person  of 
the  18-year -old  Michael  Owen. 

Making  his  first  Premier- 
ship appearance  as  a second- 
half  substitute  for  Patrik 
Berger,  the  English  youth  in- 
ternational revived  his  side 
with  a coolly  taken  goal  after 
Bjorn  Bjomebye  had  put  him 
through  in  the  74th  minute 


PWBWBBSHIF  TABLE 

P W D U F A PI* 

Man  Utd  (C) 36  20  11  6 74  44  71 

Liverpool „ 37  IS  10  6 Si  36  67 

Annri 37  16  11  8 59  31  33 

HawcaaWa 36  16  10 . 3 68  40  34 

Aston  VMa. 37  16  10  11  46  34  68 

Choi— 37  15  11  11  58  94  S3 

Shaft  Wotf 36  14  14  B 46  49  33 

WkMmOtm 37  14  11  » 48  46  66 

Trtfanhi— I 37  13  7 17  43  46  40 

Dirt qr 37  11  13  13  44  85  46 

Loads 37  11  18  14  27  37  40 

Wart  Ham 37  10  12  15  39  48  43 

Eyarten 37  10  12  IS  43  56  4S 

lltanttnim— — 38  9 14  13  40  39  41 
UnnMiaiuiitnn  — 37  10  11  16  50  55  41 

Laloartar 38  10  11  15  41  52  41 

Sulor—I 37  10  10  17  35  82  40 

Ctwmby 37  8 14  15  36  53  33 

THiUMiihrm^li  36  10  10  18  50  SB  37 
N Prtsst  (IQ 37  8 16  15  31  54  34 


Jim  White 


Sport  gets  a 
new  voice  as 
Banks  turns 
to  ministry 

THE  nation  has  spoken:  it 
was  time  For  change.  As 
was  proven  by  the  wide- 
spread excitement  at  a con- 
vene Lng  victory,  we  were  sick 
of  the  sight  of  the  previous 
incumbent  What  we  all 
craved  was  a new  face  at  die 
helm,  someone  to  capture  our 
imagination,  a different  Fig- 
urehead to  freshen  jaded  pal- 
ates. But  enough  of  the  World 
Snooker  Championship,  what 
of  politics?  What  of  the  an- 
nouncement by  Tony  Blair  of 
his  most  important  govern- 
ment representative  yet?  Step 
forward  Tony  Banks,  Minister 
for  Sport 

‘1  was  absolutely  flabber- 


andhe  was  deeply  involved  in 
Liverpool's  better  movements 
from  then  on. 

Liverpool  came  to  Selhurst 
hoping  that  Manchester 
United  had  left  not  so  much 
the  door  ajar  as  the  key  under 
the  mat  A draw  would  be 
enough  to  keep  Anfield’s  title 
aspirations  alive  but  Liver- 
pool really  needed  a win  to 
consolidate  their  position  in  i 
second  place  and,  with  it,  the  i 
option  of  mitering  the  qualify- 
ing round  for  the  next  Cham- 
pions League. 

Wimbledon  did  not  appear 
I particularly  well  placed  to 
thwart  them.  For  Joe  Kin- 
near’s  players  a season 
recently  rich  in  expectation 
had  drifted  towards  anticli- 
max, with  one  victory  in  the 
previous  12  Premiership  fix- 
tures . Tet  Liverpool  had 
beaten  Wimbledon  only  once 
in  a dozen  league  meetings 
and  their  last  away  win  had 
been  at  Plough  Lane  in  the 
autumn  of 1990. 

So  Liverpool  knew  what  to 
expect  this  time:  a barrage  of 
high  balls  to  prey  on  the  frag- 
ile confidence  of  David 
James,  and  resolute  defend- 
ing by  Wimbledon  as  Roy  Ev- 
ans’s players  strove  to  get 
their  passing  together  on  the 
Premier  League’s  bumpiest 
pitch,  Stan  Callymore  suf- 
fered first-hand  experience  of 
this  in  the  seventh  minute 
when,  having  evaded  Alan 
Kimble  to  the  right  of  the  pen- 


gasted,” he  said.  “To  be  made 
Minister  for  Sport  islikelJve 
gone  to  heaven  without  hav- 
ing to  die  first” 

In  truth.  Banks  does  not 
have  much  of  a pedigree  to  live 
up  to.  The  quality  of  Britain’s 
Ministers  for  Sport  has  gener- 
ally been  equal  to  the  quality 

of  our  sport  second-rate. 

An  exception  perhaps  was 
the  first  Denis  Howell,  who 
also  doubled  as  Minister  for 
Rain  in  the  great  drought  of 
1976.  Little  did  he  realise  it  at 
the  time,  but  Howell  was  per- 
fectly placed  to  dovetail  both 
areas  of  responsibility.  It  is  ob- 
vious to  anyone  that  the  most 
efficient  way  to  bring  about  a 
speedy  end  to  a drought  is  to 
schedule  the  start  of  the  county 
cricket  season. 

Later  on,  Margaret  Thatcher 
seemed  to  assume  that  the 
principal  function  of  a sports 
minister  was  to  harass  football 
supporters;  threaten  the  intro- 
duction of  identity  cards,  sing 
the  praises  of  foreign  police 
forces  who  bull- whipped  the 
living  daylights  out  of  them, 
that  sort  of  thing. 

Then  John  Major,  an  enthu- 
siast for  sport,  made  the  only 
enlightened  appointment  to 
Hik  position  thus  fan  David 
Mellar.  But  Mellor  was  so  en- 
ergisedby  his  role  that  he  took 
to  wearing  football  kit  with 
unnecessary  frequency,  and 
was  soon  on  his  way. 

Latterly  the  title  was  In  the 
anonymous  hands  oflain 


Lost  in  admiration . . . Liverpool’s  Michael  Thomas  stops  in  his  tracks  as  Vinnie  Jones  makes  a spectacular  overhead  clearance  at  Selhurst  Parle  last  night  fwiooftWH  mark  Thompson 


alty  area,  he  prepared  to 
shoot,  only  to  stub  his  toe. 
Steve  McMauam.au.  found 
similar  difficulty  rannrng 
with  the  ball. 

Determined  to  end  the  sea-  j 
son  with  some  sort  of  flour- 
ish, Kinnear  used  three  strik- 
ers last  night,  with  Robbie 
Earle  never  far  off  making  a 
fourth.  But  all  that  happened 
in  Liverpool’s  goalmouth  dur- 
ing the  opening  quarter  of  an 
hour  was  that  James  held  a 
free-kick  from  Neal  Artfley 
and  Vinnie  Jones  was  booked. 


for  deliberate  handball,  when 
he  met  one  from  Kimble  in 
similar  fashion. 

Wimbledon  maintained  an 
untidy  pressure  that  kept  Liv- 
erpool’s defenders  busy  with- 
out causing  them  much  con- 
cern. Liverpool,  with  Robbie 
Fowler  suspended,  lacked  the 
usual  hunger  near  goal. 
Berger  wasted  two  promising 
situations  on  the  left  with 
centres  that  were  either  over- 1 
hit  or  misdirected.  In  the  28th  1 
minute  he  outwitted  Kenny 
Cunningham  with  a sharp  | 


swerve  but  ended  with  noth- 
ing more  than  an  optimistic 
appeal  for  a penalty,  accom- 
panied by  a dark  glance  from 
Jones,  after  falling  over  the 
defender’s  challenge. 

Soon  after  that  Wimbledon 
were  denied  a goal  only  by  the 
agility  of  James  in  pushing 
wide  Holdsworth's  header 
after  Euell  had  glanced  on 
Ardley’s  cross.  Liverpool's 
first  proper  shot  was  delayed  j 
until  mirmtpg  from  half- 
time.  when  a ball  from  Jason  j 
McAteer  bounced  over  j 


Jones’s  head  and  was  met  by 
Callymore  with  a strong  half- 
volley that  thudded  into  Neil 
Sullivan’s  midriff. 

Liverpool  could  have  done 
with  that  one  going  in.  After 
41  minutes  they  fell  behind  to 
an  all  too  predictable  goal 
Their  defence  froze  as  Ard- 
ley's  free-kick  sailed  over 
from  the  left  and  Euell  soared 
in  at  the  far  post  to  head  past 
James  on  the  bounce. 

Even  then  Liverpool  should 
have  been  level  by  half-time. 
McAteer’s  centre  was  hard 


Sproat,  not  someone  who 
looked  as  though  he  would  im- 
mediately spot  which  was  the 
business  end  of  a three-iron. 

One  thing  Banks  will  bring 
to  the  job  is  a high  profile. 
Currently  the  parliamentary 
holder  of  the  Eric  Hall  Award 
for  Media  Promiscuity,  he  Is  a 
man  so  enthused  by  publicity 
that  be  makes  Ulrika  Jonsson 
look  like  Thomas  Pynchon.  If 
he  is  as  visible  and  voluble  in 
committee  rooms  and  lobbies 
as  he  is  on  television  and 
radio,  sport  will  have  an  im- 
portant champion. 


WHAT  he  can  actually 
deliver  is  a different 
issue.  Hailing  from 
the  less  reconstructed  wing  of 
the  party,  his  Initial  instincts 
might  be  to  ban  polo,  enforce  a 
retrospective  windfall  tax  on 
footballers  with  double-bar- 
relled surnames  (bad  news  for 
Peter  Rhoades-Brown,  then) 
and  insist  on  an  all-women 
shortlist  for  the  managerial 
vacancy  at  Celtic  Park. 

But  Gordon  Brown’s  fis- 
cally responsible  budget  will 
restrain  his  movements.  And 
to  fell  in  line  with  Blair’s 
stea  d y-as-s  h e-goes  policy,  he 
will  be  required  only  to  tinker 
at  the  edges  of  sport:  take  a 
millimetre  off  the  size  of 
squash  courts,  promise  no 
extra  fundsfor  the  FA’s  School 
of  Excellence,  and  keep  sea- 
son-ticket price  rises  within 
Tory  spending  guidelines. 


His  most  pressing  duty, 
though,  will  be  to  arrange  a 
meeting  with  Glenn  Hoddle, 
to  remind  the  national  team 
coach  that  he  had  better  get 
his  act  together  for  next  year  if 
important  sporting  precedent 
is  to  be  maintained:  after  all. 
England  only  ever  win  the 
World  Cup  under  a Labour 
government 

Whatever  his  short- 
comings, most  sports  enthusi- 
asts will  welcome  Banks’s  ap- 
pointment because  he  is  a 
genuine,  long-term  fan. 

Which  is  unusual  at  Chelsea 
these  days. 

Indeed,  the  morning  the 
tickets  for  the  FA  Cup  final 
went  on  sale  recently.  Banks 
was  spotted  outside  Stamford 
Bridge  trying  to  find  anyone 
he  knew  at  the  front  ofa 
lengthy  queue  which  had  been 
lining  up  all  night  He  was  sent 
to  the  back  with  a deal  of  good- 
natured  joshing  about  not 
being  able  to  use  parliamen- 
tary privilege  down  the  Ful- 
ham Road.  He  duly  queued  far 
several  hours  and  bought  his 
tickets  In  the  manner  of  any 
ordinary  fan. 

Presumably,  though,  in  his 
newly  elevated  position  he 
will  be  obliged  to  take  a seat  In 
the  Royal  Box  on  the  big  day. 
Which  means  he  now  has  in 
his  possession  by  ter  the  most 
potent  bargaining  tool  any 
Minister  for  Sport  has  yet  had: 
two  spares  together  for  the 
CupfinaL 


Across 


1  Spills  out  the  Italian  around 
cold  lounges  (7) 

5  In  boy  scouts,  to  admit 
being  posh  is  a nightmare*  (7) 
9 Over  endless  row  about 
football  result  £i) 

10  Directions  for  designing 

certain  9 (9) 

11  Raised  tracks  go  off  course 
'm  race  to  9(10) 


12  During  call,  circuit  failed  to 
dose  (4) 

14  Rower,  single  bloomer, 
came  up  after  an  hour  (7,4) 
18  Prodigal,  without  identity 
but  with  measure.  That’s 
betted  (11) 

21  Continental  song  that  told  a 

story  (4) 

22  Being  fickle,  so  many  French 
follow  popular  Tories  (1 0) 


| and  true,  giving  Berger  a free 
header.  Unlike  Euell,  how- 
, ever,  the  Czech  headed  wide. 

As  Neil  Ruddock  began  the 
second  half  by  treading  on  the 
ball,  allowing  Holdsworth  a 
dear  run  at  goal,  which  he 
wasted  with  a wild  shot,  Liv- 
erpool’s  chances  of  saving  the 
game  looked  bleak.  Yet  James 
kept  them  in  the  contest  in 
the  47th  minute  with  a point- 
blank  save  from  Earle’s  vol- 
ley. Holdsworth  having 
hooked  Kimble’s  centre  back 
across  the  goalmouth. 


28  Miserable.ingoingtofella 
tree  that  makes  a fine 
display  (4,1,4) 

28  See  17 

27  He  and  she  at  fault  to  case 
the  sword  (7) 

28  Fallows  taking  part  in  cfcead- 
ful  deed  made  an  18  (7) 

Down 


1 Initially  Edward  first  posed  a 

riddle  (6) 

2 Circles  the  French  one  in  the 
sticks  (6) 

3 Succeeded  in  having  a word 
with  the  Spanish  9.  ..(5,5) 

‘ 4 . . . after  the  community  rose 
up  against  wickedness  (5) 

8 Being  offensive  in  writing? 
O) 

6 Butter  followed  around  a 
bitter  26  (4) 

7 Sound  entertained  in  good 
French  resort  (8) 

8 In  a way  tiny  9 almost  made 
a bloomer  (5,3) 

13  How  sad  that  heartless 
Matthew  has  a fracture 
(4,1,5) 

15  A feminist,  not  the  monarch, 
wffltakeon9{0) 

16  Jams  foHow  sauce  made  up 
for  noodles  (8) 

17,26,24 Cheap  steel  part  put 
out  tothrow  a spanner  in  the 
works  (5.3A4) 


In  the  56th  minute  the  truth 
of  Liverpool's  vanishing  tee- 
son  was  more  or  teat-  con- 
firmed. A careless  clearance 
from  Kvanne  went  at  Ardley, 
whose  Croat  beat  Ruddock 
and  was  headed  emphatically 
into  the  near  corner  of  the  net 
by  Holdsworth. 
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on  on 


CROSSWORD  9OLUTV0M  saw 

18  Scraped  a brief  9 wftfttttle 
education (6)  . 

30  Brat  without  Knee  wffl  be 
inclined  to  listen  (6) 

23  Sometimes  Averts  the 
setting  for  Swiss  gold  (5) 

24  Seel? 


